
CHANGE OF SERVICES In preparation for Clive's departure in the summer of 2014 
it has been necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to be 
able to meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy Communion 
services. Therefore, as from March 2014,  the 2nd Sunday of each month will be a 
Matins service, conducted by Lay Ministers when required. The 4th Sunday will 
now be a BCP Holy Communion Service. The service time of 11am remains the 
same. In view that we lose a Holy Communion service on the second Sunday, we 
shall be having a Holy Communion service on that Friday morning at 10am . Prior to 
that service,  breakfast will be served from 8.30pm until 9.30pm and you are warmly 
invited to attend either or both. 
 

'SNIP AND SEW' - The Sudan stoles are now ready to be embellished and sewn 
together. Dates will be given for these sewing session which will be in the church. 
Refreshments will be served. The dates will be announced in the New Year. 

NATIVITY FESTIVAL 13/14th December - Nativity Festival in our Church from 10am-
4pm. Please sign the lists which are in our kitchenette  area if you are able to give 
some time on either day, to welcome visitors, or if you are able to make or buy some 
mince pies, or if you will be providing a nativity set for this event. Thank you. 

CAROL SERVICE - 15th December at 6.30pm. There will be no other service during 
the day. Please make a special effort to be at this service. Please sign up on the list 
in church if you are able to make/donate mince pies for after this service 

TEAM WEEKEND 9-11
th

 May 2014 We are looking for leaders of activities to draw 
members from our different parishes together in activities they enjoy – eg walking, 
cycling, singing and making music, flower arranging, bell ringing, and anything else 
we can think of. The weekend will include a folk dance evening and a Team Service. 
We have a planning meeting on Saturday 18

th
 January 9.30am at St Mary’s 

Motcombe. If you would like to be part of the planning please speak to Clive and 
come along to the meeting. 

OUTDOOR NATIVITY Shaftesbury Churches Together Outdoor Nativity – Sunday 
15

th
 December 1pm. If you would like to be involved either acting, singing or 

accompanying please contact Clive 855375 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY are holding their annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 7th 
December from 10.30am-12noon. There will be a 'Bring and Buy Stall' stocked with 
Christmas Goodies, a raffle, also homemade cakes and pies. All are welcome to 
come along to Ivy Paddock, the home of Sue and Bob Breach. 

 

 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  
Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 

Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 8
th

 December  - Advent 2 
11.00am Matins and Holy Communion (BCP)  Rev Clive Thomas 
Readings: Isaiah 11: 1-10 Psalm 72:1-7       Matthew 3: 1-12 

Sidesman: Jon Dankin 
 

Next Sunday – 15
th

 December – Advent 3 

6.30pm Carol Service 
Sidesman: Robert Crichton 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

December 

Thurs 12
th
  2.30pm  Setting up for Nativity Festival  

13
th
 & 14

th
  10am -4pm  Nativity Festival in Church 

Sun 15
th
  1.00pm  Churches Together Outdoor Nativity –  

Shaftesbury Town Hall 

Sun 15
th
  6.30pm  Carol Service 

Sun 22
nd

  11.00am  Matins & Holy Communion 

Tues 24
th
  10.00pm  Holy Communion 

Wed 25
th
  10.00am  Holy Communion Service with blessing of the Crib 

Please also see our website: www.stmin.org.uk/melbury 

 

Reminder that the Nativity Festival and the Carol service are this week . 

Please drop and and Support us. Setting up will take place on  Thursday 

12th December at 2.30pm . Help on that day would be gratefully 

appreciated. 
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Collect O Lord, raise up we pray thee thy power and come among us, and 
with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are sore let and hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy 

bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the 

satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit be 

honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Old Testament Isaiah 11.1-10 

 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

  from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him – 

  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

  the Spirit of counsel and of power, 

  the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD – 

 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

 He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

  or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

  with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

 He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

  with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

 Righteousness will be his belt 

  and faithfulness the sash round his waist. 

 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

  the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

 the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

  and a little child will lead them. 

 The cow will feed with the bear, 

  their young will lie down together, 

  and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 

  and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. 
 They will neither harm nor destroy 

  on all my holy mountain, 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 

nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 3.1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the 

one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  “Prepare the way of the Lord,  

 make his paths straight.”’ 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 

and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and 

all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he 

saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have 

Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his 

wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Sue Breach 
and Lorna McBeam 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan. 

We continue to pray for the people in the Philippines, also those in Latvia who lost 
loved ones when the supermarket roof collapsed, and for this who lost their lives in 
Glasgow when the helicopter crashed, and for those who were injured and are in 
hospital. 


