
THANK YOU to everyone who decorated the church so beautifully, provided mince pies 
and served refreshments for the Carol Service last week. 
 

CHANGE OF SERVICES In preparation for Clive's departure in the summer of 2014 it 
has been necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to be able to 
meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy Communion services. Therefore, 
as from March 2014,  the 2nd Sunday of each month will be a Matins service, 
conducted by Lay Ministers when required. The 4th Sunday will now be a BCP Holy 
Communion Service. The service time of 11am remains the same. In view that we lose 
a Holy Communion service on the second Sunday, we shall be having a Holy Communion 
service on that Friday morning at 10am . Prior to that service,  breakfast will be served 
from 8.30pm until 9.30pm and you are warmly invited to attend either or both. 
 

'SNIP AND SEW' - The Sudan stoles are now ready to be embellished and sewn 
together. Dates will be given for these sewing session which will be in the church. 
Refreshments will be served. The dates will be announced in the New Year. 

TEAM WEEKEND 9-11
th

 May 2014 We are looking for leaders of activities to draw 
members from our different parishes together in activities they enjoy – eg walking, 
cycling, singing and making music, flower arranging, bell ringing, and anything else we 
can think of. The weekend will include a folk dance evening and a Team Service. We 
have a planning meeting on Saturday 18

th
 January 9.30am at St Mary’s Motcombe. If you 

would like to be part of the planning please speak to Clive and come along to the 
meeting. 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY raised £410 at their coffee morning last Saturday Many 
thanks to Sue and Bob Breach who once again offered their home for this event 

NATIVITY FESTIVAL - Many thanks for those who provided Nativity Sets, helped 
either with the setting up  or making refreshments.  

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Sue Breach and Lorna 
McBeam 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

We continue to pray for the people in the Philippines, also those in Latvia who lost loved ones 
when the supermarket roof collapsed, and for this who lost their lives in Glasgow when the 
helicopter crashed, and for those who were injured and are in hospital. 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 22
nd

 December – Advent 4 
11.00am Matins & Holy Communion  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Isaiah 7: 10-16 Psalm 80 1-8 Romans 1: 1-7 
Sidesman: Susan Kay  

 
Tuesday 24

th
 December – Christmas Eve 

10.00pm Christmas Holy Communion Rev Jan Crossley 
Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7  Luke 2: 1-20 

Sidesman: Martyn Hobrough 
 

Wednesday 25
th

 December – Christmas Day 
10.00am Family Service with Holy Communion & The Blessing of the Crib 

Readings: Titus 3:4-7  Luke 2: 1-7 
Sidesmen: Alan & Jean Kirkham 

 
Next Sunday – 29

th
 December – Christmas 1 

8.00am Holy Communion – St John’s Enmore Green 
10.00am Team Communion Service – St James’, Shaftesbury 

No Services at St Thomas. 
 

Sunday 5
th

 January – Epiphany 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Isaiah 60: 1-6 Ephesians 3: 1-12 Matthew 2: 1-12 
Sidesman: Alison Johnson 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

 

Thank you for the Christmas Cards which you have sent to Mike 
and I. Love and best wishes for a blessed Christmas and may 2014 

be a wonderful year for us all at Melbury. Jan 

 

 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
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Sunday 22nd December – Advent 4 

Collect God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the 

mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 

so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. 

Old Testament Isaiah 7.10-16 

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in 

the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I 

will not put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house 

of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the 

patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the 

wrong and choose the right. But before the boy knows enough to reject the 

wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid 

waste.” 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 1.18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 

found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 

was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 

had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  All this 

took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 

will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”  When Joseph woke up, he did 

what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his 
wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 

him the name Jesus. 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with 

your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her 

rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Christmas Morning  

Collect Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in 

wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship 

you,  our Saviour and our eternal God. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.1-14 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 

register.  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn. There were shepherds living out in the fields near 

by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 

to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly 

a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 

whom his favour rests.”  

Post Communion Prayer God our Father, in this night you have made 

known to us again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and 

fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in 

our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

 

 



Tuesday 24th December  - Christmas Eve 

Collect Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 

brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have known the revelation of 

that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Isaiah 9.2-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the 

harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of 

Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used 

in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will 

be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 

of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal of the LORD 

Almighty will accomplish this. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.1-14(15-20) 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 

of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 

register.  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. There were shepherds living out in the fields near 

by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 

to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly 

a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 

whom his favour rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  So they 

hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 

been told. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


