
MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm Bishop Nicholas  will be coming to our Songs of Praise 
Service  to bless our refurbishment project. Please can you keep that day free. 
We shall be inviting the various organisations who have helped to fund this 
project and we want to give them a very warm welcome. Thank you to those who 
had let me have their favourite hymns. Please can you let me know if you can 
help with refreshments after the service that day 

FRIDAY 7
th

 MARCH Breakfast in the Church 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy 
Communion at 10am, also at 11am Women's World Day of Prayer. 

'SNIP AND SEW' continues on the 13th and 27th February at 2pm. All are 
welcome to come and see how we are progressing with the stoles which we are 
making for our Bishops in the Sudan 

OUR LENT COURSE The course is 'Living Faithfully' by John Pritchard, the 
Bishop of Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March 
and the 27th March. In the past we have  studied various books in the bible. This 
is an opportunity  to discuss the bibles relevance in our lives today.  
We shall be looking at  some of the various aspects: 

1. What does it mean to follow Jesus in every day life? 
2. How do we relate to our community beyond the church? 
3. What bearing does it have on how we spend our money, or the way 
that we conduct our lives? 
4. How does it help us handle our sexuality or live  in an online jungle? 
5. How do we relate Sunday worship to Monday life? 
6. How can we close the gap and step out more confidently into the 
week, knowing that the Christian faith has far more to contribute to the 
welfare of our society than society thinks? 
7. How can we help each other discover the exhilaration of living faithfully 
in the streets? 

Please add your name to the sheet  in the coffee area  if you which to attend. 
 
We now have a PRAYER BOARD in the church in the Coffee area. This will help 
us to pray for those in need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 9
th

 February – 4
th

 Sunday before Lent 
11am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Isaiah 58:1-12 Ps 112  Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Next Sunday – 16
th

 February – 3
rd

 Sunday before Lent 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Deuteronomy 30: 15-end  1 Corinthians 3: 1-9 Matthew 5: 21-37 
Sidesman: Valerie Warrington 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February 
Thurs 13th  2.00pm   'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 20th  2.00pm  'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 27
th
   Lent Course ‘Living Faithfully’ begins 

at Sue Helyar’s home 

March 

Sun 2
nd

  3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

Fri 7
th
  8.30-9.30 Breakfast in Church 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

 

Collect O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great 

dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand 

upright: grant to us such strength and protection as may support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 58.1-9a(b-12) 

“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare 

to my people their rebellion and to the house of Jacob their sins. For day 

after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, as if they 

were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of 

its God. They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come 

near them. ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why 

have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’ “Yet on the day of 

your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. Your fasting 

ends in quarrelling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. 

You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 

Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? 

Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and 

ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? “Is not this 

the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 

cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not 

to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 

shelter – when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from 

your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and 

your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you,  

and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and 

the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If 

you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and 

malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy 

the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your 

night will become like the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will 

satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You 

will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. Your 

people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; 

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with 

Dwellings.” 

Psalm112  

Gospel Reading - Matthew 5.13-20 

Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to 

be thrown out and trampled by men. “You are the light of the world. A city 

on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 

but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not 

the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear 

from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of 

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and teaches 

these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you 

that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Jonathan and Nick who 
are mourning the loss of their mother, Dinah Greenwood. George McBeam & Ellen who are 
mourning the loss of Lorna McBeam. 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For continuing of the  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our 
team. 

 


