
SOUTH SUDAN We are praying daily for peace in the new state of South  Sudan 
with whom Salisbury Diocese has been linked for 40 years but is now experiencing 
what might turn out to be a new civil war. The diocese, of which we are part, is 
committed to helping those who have been made homeless and who are 
experiencing poverty as a result of the troubles.  If you would like to donate to 
support this work you can do it in the following ways. 
Online - the simplest way is to give directly online at justgiving.com/sdbf, where you 
can also find learn how to fundraise yourself using the JustGiving tools. 
By text - you can donate £10 by texting "SSUD14 £10" to 70070, free from any UK 
network. 
By cheque - please make cheques payable to "Salisbury DBF SSA" and send them 
to: South Sudan Appeal, Church House, Crane Street,  Salisbury, SP1 2QB 

MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm Bishop Nicholas  will be coming to our Songs of Praise Service 
 to bless our refurbishment project. Please can you keep that day free. We shall be 
inviting the various organisations who have helped to fund this project and we want 
to give them a very warm welcome. Thank you to those who had let me have their 
favourite hymns. Please can you let me know if you can help with refreshments after 
the service that day 

'SNIP AND SEW' continues on the 27th February at 2pm. All are welcome to come 
and see how we are progressing with the stoles which we are making for our Bishops 
in the Sudan 

OUR LENT COURSE The course is 'Living Faithfully' by John Pritchard, the Bishop 
of Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March and the 27th 
March. In the past we have  studied various books in the bible. This is an opportunity  
to discuss the bibles relevance in our lives today.  
We shall be looking at  some of the various aspects: 

1. What does it mean to follow Jesus in every day life? 
2. How do we relate to our community beyond the church? 
3. What bearing does it have on how we spend our money, or the way that 
we conduct our lives? 
4. How does it help us handle our sexuality or live  in an online jungle? 
5. How do we relate Sunday worship to Monday life? 
6. How can we close the gap and step out more confidently into the week, 
knowing that the Christian faith has far more to contribute to the welfare of 
our society than society thinks? 
7. How can we help each other discover the exhilaration of living faithfully in 
the streets? 

Please add your name to the sheet  in the coffee area  if you which to attend. 
 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 16
th

 February – 3
rd

 Sunday before Lent 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Deuteronomy 30: 15-end  1 Corinthians 3: 1-9 Matthew 5: 21-37 
Sidesman: Valerie Warrington 

 
Next Sunday – 23

rd
 February – 2

nd
 Sunday before Lent 

11.00am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 
Readings: Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 Psalm 136 Matthew 6:25-end  

Sidesman: Colin Sandbach 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February 
Thurs 20th  2.00pm  'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 27
th
   Lent Course ‘Living Faithfully’ begins 

at Sue Helyar’s home 

March 

Sun 2
nd

  3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

Fri 7
th
  8.30-9.30 Breakfast in Church 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

 

FRIDAY 7
th

 MARCH Breakfast in the Church 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy 
Communion at 10am, also at 11am Women's World Day of Prayer. 

We now have a PRAYER BOARD in the church in the Coffee area. This will help us 
to pray for those in need. 

 

http://justgiving.com/sdbf
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Collect Almighty God, who alone can bring order to the unruly wills and 

passions of sinful humanity: give your people grace so to love what you 

command and to desire what you promise, that, among the many changes of this 

world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Deuteronomy 30.15-20 Moses said: “See, I set before you today 

life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you today to love the 

LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and 

laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in 

the land you are entering to possess.  “But if your heart turns away and you are 

not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and 

worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You 

will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 

children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, 

and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years 

in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3.1-9  Brothers and sisters, I could not address 

you as spiritual but as worldly – mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid 

food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are 

still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not 

worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” 

and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere men? What, after all, is 

Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe – 

as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 

but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 

but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who 

waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own 

labour. For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5.21-37  Jesus said: “You have heard that it was said 

to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be 

subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother 

will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is 

answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger 

of the fire of hell.  “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in 

front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and 

offer your gift.  “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 

court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to 

the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be 

thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid 

the last penny.  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I 

tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out 

and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 

body than for your whole body to go into hell. “It has been said, ‘Anyone who 

divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you that 

anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to 

become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits 

adultery.  “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do 

not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But I tell 

you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the 

earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 

And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or 

black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything beyond this 

comes from the evil one.” 

Prayer after Communion Merciful Father, who gave Jesus Christ to be for us 

the bread of life, that those who come to him should never hunger: draw us to 

the Lord in faith and love, that we may eat and drink with him at his table in the 

kingdom, where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Jonathan and Nick who 
are mourning the loss of their mother, Dinah Greenwood. George McBeam & Ellen who are 
mourning the loss of Lorna McBeam. 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For continuing of the  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our team. 


