
 

 

SOUTH SUDAN We are praying daily for peace in the new state of South  Sudan 
with whom Salisbury Diocese has been linked for 40 years but is now experiencing 
what might turn out to be a new civil war. The diocese, of which we are part, is 
committed to helping those who have been made homeless and who are 
experiencing poverty as a result of the troubles.  If you would like to donate to 
support this work you can do it in the following ways. 
Online - the simplest way is to give directly online at justgiving.com/sdbf, where you 
can also find learn how to fundraise yourself using the JustGiving tools. 
By text - you can donate £10 by texting "SSUD14 £10" to 70070, free from any UK 
network. By cheque - please make cheques payable to "Salisbury DBF SSA" and 
send them to: South Sudan Appeal, Church House, Crane Street,  Salisbury, SP1 
2QB 

MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm Bishop Nicholas  will be coming to our Songs of Praise Service 
 to bless our refurbishment project. Please can you keep that day free. We shall be 
inviting the various organisations who have helped to fund this project and we want 
to give them a very warm welcome. We shall be getting the church ready, starting at 
10am. If you can help please come along. 

MARCH 7th - Breakfast will be served in church between 8.30 - 9.30am. Last 
orders at 9.20pm. To help with the catering, please sign your name on the list in the 
coffee area if you are able to come. 

Also on that morning at 10am there will be a short service of Holy Communion in 
modern language. All are welcome. 

OUR LENT COURSE The course is 'Living Faithfully' by John Pritchard, the Bishop 
of Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March and the 27th 
March. In the past we have  studied various books in the bible. This is an opportunity  
to discuss the bibles relevance in our lives today.  
We shall be looking at  some of the various aspects: 

1. What does it mean to follow Jesus in every day life? 
2. How do we relate to our community beyond the church? 
3. What bearing does it have on how we spend our money, or the way that 
we conduct our lives? 
4. How does it help us handle our sexuality or live  in an online jungle? 
5. How do we relate Sunday worship to Monday life? 
6. How can we close the gap and step out more confidently into the week, 
knowing that the Christian faith has far more to contribute to the welfare of 
our society than society thinks? 
7. How can we help each other discover the exhilaration of living faithfully in 
the streets? 

Please add your name to the sheet  in the coffee area  if you wish to attend. 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 23
rd

 February – 2
nd

 Sunday before Lent 
11.00am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 Psalm 136 Matthew 6:25-end  
Sidesman: Colin Sandbach 

 
Next Sunday – 2

nd
 March – Sunday next before Lent 

3.00pm Songs of Praise  Bishop Nicholas Holtam 
Readings: Revelation 1: 4b-8 1 Corinthians 12:12-27  Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February 

Thurs 27
th 2.30pm  Lent Course ‘Living Faithfully’ begins 

at Sue Helyar’s house 

 

March 

Sun 2
nd

  3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

Fri 7
th
  8.30-9.30 Breakfast in Church 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

 

FRIDAY 7
th

 MARCH Breakfast in the Church 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy 
Communion at 10am, also at 11am Women's World Day of Prayer. 

We now have a PRAYER BOARD in the church in the Coffee area. This will help us 
to pray for those in need. 

 

 

http://justgiving.com/sdbf
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
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Collect Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made 
us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and 

your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for 

ever. Amen 

First Reading Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 

Second Reading Romans 8.18-25  

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains 

until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 

seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Psalm 136 

Gospel Reading Matthew 6.25-34 

25 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; 

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?28 And why do you 

worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 

is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 

clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will 

we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32 For it is the 

Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 

knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of 

God[l] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Eva,  Brian and Liz 
Pickford, also for George & Ellen who are mourning the loss of Lorna McBeam. 

for the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Syria,  Korea and for persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For continuing  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country. 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our team. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23316l

