
 

 

SOUTH SUDAN We are praying daily for peace in the new state of South  Sudan 
with whom Salisbury Diocese has been linked for 40 years but is now experiencing 
what might turn out to be a new civil war. The diocese, of which we are part, is 
committed to helping those who have been made homeless and who are 
experiencing poverty as a result of the troubles.  If you would like to donate to 
support this work you can do it in the following ways. 
Online - the simplest way is to give directly online at justgiving.com/sdbf, where you 
can also find learn how to fundraise yourself using the Just Giving tools. 

By text - you can donate £10 by texting "SSUD14 £10" to 70070, free from any UK 
network. By cheque - please make cheques payable to "Salisbury DBF SSA" and 
send them to: South Sudan Appeal, Church House, Crane Street,  Salisbury, SP1 
2QB 

Saturday 10
th

 May  from St Thomas Melbury Abbas The Two Churches Quiz 
Walk - with TEA! –  Come and join the Quiz Walk from Melbury to Compton – with a 
24 cryptic questions to answer on the way.  We’ll leave St Thomas Melbury Abbas at 
2.30 and walk over Melbury Beacon to St Mary’s Compton Abbas. A  1.75 mile walk 
with a steep climb on the way up - well-behaved dogs are welcome. At Compton 
Abbas, you are invited to tea and cake in the Church Hall and there will be a chance 
to walk round St Mary’s and discover Twenty One Interesting Things about our 
church. For those who don’t fancy walking back over the Beacon, there will be 
transport back to Melbury from 4.30 pm onwards.   For further details  Contact Gillian 
Cross Tel: 01747 811263 Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 

We now have a PRAYER BOARD in the church in the Coffee area. This will help us 
to pray for those in need. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY AT THE CATHEDRAL We have received an invitation to the 
Maundy Thursday service at Salisbury Cathedral on 17th April at 11am.  They would 
be grateful to know numbers, so if you can come please let Kirsty know (details at 
below), by 28th March for her to book our places.  Many thanks  

APCM – 25
th
 April. Rodney Atwood is standing down as after 7 years, our thanks for 

all that he has done over the past years. We shall be looking for new PCC members 
to join us approximately 4 enjoyable meetings a year  

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GARDENS OF DORSET By Alan Eason £10 inc supper 
and a glass of wine in MA Village tickets available from Sue Breach or Jess Crichton 
Fri 4

th
 April run by the Preservation Society 

 

 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 23
rd

 March – Lent 3 
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings Exodus 17: 1-7 Psalm 95 John 4: 5-42 
Sidesman Jon Dakin 

 
Next Sunday – 30

th
 March – Mothering Sunday 

9.30am Parish Communion  
Readings: Exodus 2: 1-10 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 John 19:25b-27 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, and to the visiting bell ringers from Maidstone. If 

you are new to the church or visiting please do introduce yourself to one of the 

team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 
 

March 

26
th
 & 27

th
  7.00pm  ‘Compelled by Love’ The film of Heidi Baker, a  

missionary in Mozambique, at the Fathers House 

Thurs 27
th
  2.00pm  Lent Course – ‘Living Faithfully’ Sue Helyar’s house 

Fri 28
th
  12-1.30pm  Lent Lunch – St Thomas hosting 

April 

Fri 4
th
   7 for 7.30pm  Brief History of the Gardens of Dorset  

 

LENT LUNCHES will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive 
Fridays starting Friday 7 March from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet 
friends to enjoy home made soup with bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and 
at the same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid, 
which is so needed at this time. 
St Thomas will be providing the lunch with The Friends on Friday 28 March, and 
once more we are seeking offers of soup, help on the day, donations towards the 
cost of the cheese, and items for the Bring and Buy stall. If you can help in any of 
these ways, please contact Ellen Brine (853161) or Angela Lane (854506). 
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Collect Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant 

that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 

and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading  Exodus 17: 1-7 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation 

of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarrelled 

with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?’ 3 But the people thirsted there for 

water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out 

of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4 So Moses cried out 

to the LORD, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ 
5 The LORD said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders 

of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 

go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 

and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah[a] and Meribah,[b] because 

the Israelites quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ 

Gospel Reading John 4: 5-42 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near 

the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, 

and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A 

Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 
8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 

him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not 

share things in common with Samaritans.)[b] 10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the 

gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, 

you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 

you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 

flocks drank from it?’ 13 Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be 

thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 

thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 

to eternal life.’ 15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may 

never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 16 Jesus said to her, 

‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17 The woman answered him, ‘I have no 

husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18 for you 

have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 

have said is true!’ 19 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our 

ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you[c] say that the place where people 

must worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.’ 25 The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is 

called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 26 Jesus said to her, 

‘I am he,[d] the one who is speaking to you.’ 27 Just then his disciples came. They 

were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you 

want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ 28 Then the woman left her water-jar 

and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 ‘Come and see a man who told 

me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah,[e] can he?’ 30 They left 

the city and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, 

‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32 But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not 

know about.’ 33 So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him 

something to eat?’ 34 Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent 

me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes 

the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 

harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving[f] wages and is gathering fruit for eternal 

life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds 

true, “One sows and another reaps.” 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not 

labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’ 39 Many 

Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He 

told me everything I have ever done.’ 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they 

asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. 41 And many more 

believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of 

what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 

that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Eva,  Brian and Liz 
Pickford,  

for the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Syria, The Ukraine & Crimea, Korea and for persecuted Christians in Pakistan.  

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and for continuing  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country. 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our team. 
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