
 

 

SOUTH SUDAN We are praying daily for peace in the new state of South  Sudan 
with whom Salisbury Diocese has been linked for 40 years but is now experiencing 
what might turn out to be a new civil war. The diocese, of which we are part, is 
committed to helping those who have been made homeless and who are 
experiencing poverty as a result of the troubles.  If you would like to donate to 
support this work you can do it in the following ways. 
Online - the simplest way is to give directly online at justgiving.com/sdbf, where you 
can also find learn how to fundraise yourself using the Just Giving tools. 

By text - you can donate £10 by texting "SSUD14 £10" to 70070, free from any UK 
network. By cheque - please make cheques payable to "Salisbury DBF SSA" and 
send them to: South Sudan Appeal, Church House, Crane Street,  Salisbury, SP1 
2QB 

Saturday 10
th

 May  from St Thomas Melbury Abbas The Two Churches Quiz 
Walk - with TEA! –  Come and join the Quiz Walk from Melbury to Compton – with a 
24 cryptic questions to answer on the way.  We’ll leave St Thomas Melbury Abbas at 
2.30 and walk over Melbury Beacon to St Mary’s Compton Abbas. A  1.75 mile walk 
with a steep climb on the way up - well-behaved dogs are welcome. At Compton 
Abbas, you are invited to tea and cake in the Church Hall and there will be a chance 
to walk round St Mary’s and discover Twenty One Interesting Things about our 
church. For those who don’t fancy walking back over the Beacon, there will be 
transport back to Melbury from 4.30 pm onwards.   For further details  Contact Gillian 
Cross Tel: 01747 811263 Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 

APCM – 25
th
 April. Rodney Atwood is standing down as after 7 years, our thanks for 

all that he has done over the past years. We shall be looking for new PCC members 
to join us approximately 4 enjoyable meetings a year  
 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Eva,  Brian and Liz 
Pickford,  

for the members of our armed services. for peace in countries throughout the world where 
there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, The Ukraine & Crimea, Korea 
and for persecuted Christians in Pakistan.  

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and for continuing  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the natural disasters in Chilli  

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 6
th 

April – Lent 5 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Simon Chambers 

Readings: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 Romans 8: 6-11  John 11: 1-45 
 

Next Sunday – 13
th

 April – Palm Sunday 
11.00am Matins  John Porter 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, and to the visiting bell ringers from Maidstone. If 

you are new to the church or visiting please do introduce yourself to one of the 

team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

April  

Fri 11
th
   8.30-9.20am  Breakfast in Church – Please sign up 

  10.00am  Holy Communion (CW1) 

Thurs 17
th
  11am   Maundy Thursday Service at the Cathedral 

Fri 18
th
   11am   Good Friday Walk of Witness 

Fri 25
th
     APCM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS We are invited to join in the Good Friday 
Witness though Shaftesbury, starting at 11:00 from St Peter’s Church and marking 
the Way of the Cross at various points within Shaftesbury. The service should take 
just under an hour so that leaves times to get to St Thomas for our own meditational 
service at noon. St Thomas Church has been requested to provide a reader for a 
short reading marking the 6

th
 station of the Cross, but this reading would be more 

suitable for a female reader. If you would like to volunteer for this, please contact 
Alan Kirkham.   

 
Collect Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the 

cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 
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First Reading, Ezekiel 37: 1-14  

Second Reading Romans 8: 6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit[g] is 

life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 

God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are 

in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 

Spirit,[h] since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 

Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit[i] is life because of righteousness. 11 If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 

Christ[j] from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through[k] his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 

Gospel Reading John 11: 1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent 

a message to Jesus,[a] ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard 

it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus[b] 

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this 

he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, 

‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 
11 After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 

am going there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about 

his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 

Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was 

called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 

with him.’ 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in 

the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles[e] away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to 

Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus 

said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know that 

he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am 

the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 28 When she had 

said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with 

her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 

and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus 

began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of 

them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 

this man from dying?’ 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away 

the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 

there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, 

‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have 

said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 

that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 

with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

Post Communion Prayer Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do 

for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be 

the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died 

for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
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