
 

 

On Good Friday at 10am the children will be coming to create our Easter 
Garden. A small talk will be given about the meaning of the Pascal Candle  which will 
then be blessed at our Easter Day Service. Do come along and support our children. 
Coffee and Hot Cross Buns will be served. 

At 12noon we have our service ‘An hour of the cross.’ To fully appreciate Christ’s 
resurrection we have to walk with him in his death. Please make every effort to come 
to this service. 

On Easter Day our service is a Family Service of Holy Communion. This service 
is the highlight of our Christian Year when we come together the celebrate the 
Risen Christ. So let’s celebrate together. Refreshments will be served after the 
service. There will also be an Easter Egg Hunt for the children. 

Our APCM is 25th April at 7pm Please make every effort to attend this meeting. 
Harriet has asked for all members on the Electoral Role to check that their 
information is correct. See the Electoral Role in the porch. Rodney Atwood will stand 
down as Churchwarden at this meeting. Our thanks go to Rodney for the sterling 
work he has done over the years; also to those members of the PCC who have 
completed their term of office. We need at least two people to join us. Please contact 
Jan and the church wardens and we will explain what is involved. 

Friday 2nd May - St. Thomas PCC invites you at attend a Meeting in the Village 
Hall at 10am 
Use it or lose it? Ian Bromilow, our diocesan Mission and Stewardship Advisor, 
recently came to one of our PCC Meetings. Churches which are forward thinking, 
visional and have a mission plan are the churches which are thriving. The PCC invite 
you to attend this meeting as it is an opportunity for us all, whether regular church 
goers or not to explore together where we see our parish church in years to come. 
This meeting will give us the opportunity to:- 

1) discuss what the community wants from us and how we can help. 
2) to investigate gifts, talents and areas of need. 
3) to look at how sustainable the church is with ever increasing costs. 
4) to have a vision for the future. 

How important is St. Thomas’s to you? Your input is important, so please make every 
effort to attend this meeting. Refreshments will be served. 

Toby’s This month we shall be collecting dried and tinned (with pull off tops) food for 
our young people in Shaftesbury. They also required toiletries. A box will be in the 
back of the church for you to put your donations into. Thank you for your support. 

Friday 9th May Come and join us for breakfast between 8.30-9.20am. It is a lovely 
opportunity to start the day amongst friends. This will be followed by a 10am Holy 
Communion Service led by Rev. Clive Thomas. Please sign the list on the notice 
board in the kitchenette area. 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 13
th

 April – Palm Sunday 
11.00am Matins  John Porter 

Psalm 118: 19-24 Matthew 21:1-11 Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 

Next Sunday – 20
th

 April – Resurrection Sunday  
10.00am Parish Communion (CW1)  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings; Acts 10: 34-43 Colossians 3: 1-4 John 20:1-18 
 

Sunday 27
th

 April – Resurrection 2 
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 1 Peter 1: 3-9 John 20: 19-end  
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, and to the visiting bell ringers from Maidstone. If 

you are new to the church or visiting please do introduce yourself to one of the 

team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

April  
Thurs 17

th
  11am   Maundy Thursday Service at the Cathedral 

Fri 18
th
   11am   Good Friday Walk of Witness 

Fri 18th  10am   Creating the Easter Garden. 

  12noon   A Hour at the Cross 

Sat. 19th 10am   Church Spring Clean 

Fri 25th  7pm   APCM 

Future dates: May 
Fri  2nd  10.00am Important Meeting in the Village Hall (see below) 

9/10/11    Team Weekend (look at notices on the board) 

Sat 17th 10am   Churchyard Clean-up 

Sun 25th 11am   Rogation Service in the Kaye’s Barn  
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The Team weekend is the 9/10/11th of May. It is a fun packed weekend with loads 
of things to do. Please see all of the notices for the events which are taking place, 
and enjoy all that is on offer. Tickets are available for the concert ‘The Team’s got 
Talent’ which is on Friday 9th May, 7pm at the Motcombe Primary School. The cost 
is £6.50 which includes a fish and chip supper. 

Saturday 17th May at 10am - Churchyard  Spring clean-up Please come along 
and help. Many hands make light work! 

25th May - Rogation Service at 11am This year our service will be held in the 
Kaye’s barn as some of our members are now finding it difficult to get in and out of 
cars as we journey around Melbury. Our thanks to the Kaye familly for their kind offer 
to host this event. Please bring a packed lunch with you, also a chair to sit on.  
During this service we will bless the farmhouses and animals, fields and crops. 

Thursday 29th May at 7pm  - Ascension Day Team Service at St. Peter’s Church 
Please make every effort to attend this event and share with members from other 
parishes. 

Once again a ‘big thank’ you to the St. Thomas Preservation Society for purchasing 
our noticeboard and bookcase. £600+ was raised at their last fundraising event and 
all those who attended had a jolly good evening. 

Easter flowers  We shall be arranging flowers to celebrate Easter on Saturday 19th 
April starting at 9.30 a.m. Gifts of flowers and foliage would be most welcome. We 
hope to see as many flower arrangers as possible. For any queries, please contact 
either Valerie or Ann 

SOUTH SUDAN We are praying daily for peace in the new state of South  Sudan 
with whom Salisbury Diocese has been linked for 40 years but is now experiencing 
what might turn out to be a new civil war. The diocese, of which we are part, is 
committed to helping those who have been made homeless and who are 
experiencing poverty as a result of the troubles.  If you would like to donate to 
support this work you can do it in the following ways. 

Online - the simplest way is to give directly online at justgiving.com/sdbf, where you 
can also find learn how to fundraise yourself using the Just Giving tools. 

By text - you can donate £10 by texting "SSUD14 £10" to 70070, free from any UK 
network. By cheque - please make cheques payable to "Salisbury DBF SSA" and 
send them to: South Sudan Appeal, Church House, Crane Street,  Salisbury, SP1 
2QB 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10
th

 May  from St Thomas Melbury Abbas The Two Churches Quiz 
Walk - with TEA! –  Come and join the Quiz Walk from Melbury to Compton – with a 
24 cryptic questions to answer on the way.  We’ll leave St Thomas Melbury Abbas at 
2.30 and walk over Melbury Beacon to St Mary’s Compton Abbas. A  1.75 mile walk 
with a steep climb on the way up - well-behaved dogs are welcome. At Compton 
Abbas, you are invited to tea and cake in the Church Hall and there will be a chance 
to walk round St Mary’s and discover Twenty One Interesting Things about our 
church. For those who don’t fancy walking back over the Beacon, there will be 
transport back to Melbury from 4.30 pm onwards.   For further details  Contact Gillian 
Cross Tel: 01747 811263 Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS We are invited to join in the Good Friday 
Witness though Shaftesbury, starting at 11:00 from St Peter’s Church and marking 
the Way of the Cross at various points within Shaftesbury. The service should take 
just under an hour so that leaves times to get to St Thomas for our own meditational 
service at noon. St Thomas Church has been requested to provide a reader for a 
short reading marking the 6

th
 station of the Cross, but this reading would be more 

suitable for a female reader. If you would like to volunteer for this, please contact 
Alan Kirkham.   
 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Martin and Rob 

for Sarah Wheeler and her family who are mourning the loss of David, also for Jean, 
her family and members of the congregation after the sudden death of Rev. Bob 
Thorn. 

for the members of our armed services. for peace in countries throughout the world where 
there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, The Ukraine & Crimea, Korea 
and for persecuted Christians in Pakistan.  

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and for continuing  peace talks in South Sudan. 

all countries where there is conflict, and for those who are suffering because of natural 
disasters. 
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Readings for Palm Sunday – 13th April 2014 

Collect Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the 

human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our 

flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the 

example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his 

resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Matthew 21: 1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, 

just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.[a]’ 
4 This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the 

donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A 

very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 

this?’ 11 The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.’ 
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Resurrection Sunday – 20th April 2014 

Collect Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of 

your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in 

him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may 

reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and 

honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. 

First Reading Acts 10: 34- 43  

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 

how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Second Reading Colossians 3: 1-4 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life is revealed, then 

you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading John 20: 1-18  
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 

Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other 

disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 

go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 

head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 

saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.  11 But 

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] 

into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to 

her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 When she had 

said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? 

For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 

him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 

will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew,[b] ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 

hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 

things to her. 

Prayer after Communion God of Life, who for our redemption gave your 

only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to 

sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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