
 

 

VACANCY if you have any thoughts on what should be included in the profile for the 
appointment of the new Team Rector, please speak to or email the churchwardens. 

RIDE AND STRIDE Rodney Atwood will be once again cycling for 'Ride and Stride,' 
visiting many churches in Dorset.  The ride takes place on 13th September and 
Rodney would like sponsorship please. Half of the sponsorship money goes to the 
Dorset Historic Trust, who very kindly gave us two donations towards our 
refurbishment. We receive the remainder of the money raised for church funds. 
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL this year is on 5th October at 10am. The produce received will 
go to the Women's Refuge. Frees vegetable, fruit, eggs and tinned items would be 
much appreciated. Thank you. 
 
A CAREER IN RUINS On Saturday 18th October we will be holding a fundraising 
event to help pay off our kitchenette debt. Local archeologist and T.V. presenter 
Julian Richards has very kindly agreed to give us a talk on 'A career on ruins' 
explaining how he ended up rummaging about in old rubbish for a living and explore 
some of his more recent investigations into Dorset's past. This will be a fantastic 
evening which will take place in the Village Hall at 7pm. The cost of the ticket to 
include wine and nibbles will be £10. We have room to seat 100 people, so please 
invite friends and family to attend this event. John Porter, Jan Crossley and the Team 
office will be selling tickets shortly.  

Refreshment Rota  - We need volunteers for providing refreshments after our 
9.30am services. With our new facilities making the refreshments is really easy. 
Please sign up on our rota. More hands, less work.  

Shaftesbury and Gillingham Show Wednesday 20th August - Church Tent It is 
our turn to run the church tent at the Shaftesbury and Gillingham Show this year, 
such a great opportunity to meet and serve many people by providing a space for 
rest in a busy showground.  We serve tea, coffee, biscuits and simply a smile and 
listening ear.  Can you help set up, clear away?  Could you do an hour serving tea 
and coffee during the day? If you can help in any way, please let Kirsty know 853060 
or email shaftesburyteam@btconnect.com We particularly need help from 4pm 
onwards.  

Rev Eve Pegler. Eve and Jerome are moving to take a Pioneer post in Gillingham. 
Eve’s final service will be a Team Service on 28

th
 September at 6pm in Motcombe. 

Her licensing in Gillingham will take place on 28
th
 Oct.  

 

 

 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12noon 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 17th August – Trinity 9 

9.30am Parish Communion Rev Jan Crossley 
Genesis 45: 1-15 Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 Matthew 15: 10-28  

 
Sunday 24th August – Trinity 10 

11.00am Parish Communion – Rev Eve Pegler 
Exodus 1: 8-2:10 Romans 12: 1-8 Matthew 16: 13-20 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

August 

Wed 20th        Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show 

25th – 29th        Team Office Closed  

Sun 31st   10.00am   Team Service at St Thomas 

September  

Tues 2nd   2.30pm    Profile Committee Meeting - St Peter’s 

Sat 13th        Ride and Stride 

Sun 28th   6.00pm    Team Service – St Mary’s Motcombe 
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Collect  Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 

your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring 

forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Genesis 45: 1-15  

Second Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. for the gifts and the calling of 

God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have 

now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now[k] 

receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may 

be merciful to all. 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 15 [10-20] 21-28  

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 
11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what 

comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ 12 Then the disciples approached and 

said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard 

what you said?’ 13 He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 

blind.[e] And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ 15 But 

Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16 Then he said, ‘Are you also 

still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the 

mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes 

out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 

witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 

hands does not defile.’ 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of 

Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out 

and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.’ 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples 

came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 
24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 
25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26 He answered, 

‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27 She said, 

‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

table.’ 28 Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done 

for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Prayer after Communion 

Holy Father, who gathered us here around the table of your Son to share 

this meal with the whole household of God: in that new world where you 

reveal the fullness of your peace, gather people of every race and language to 

share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Please pray for:- 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Pam Deeker, Edward Jacson, Martin 

and Rob, Marjorie Millington, John Porter,   

for the family of Liz Pickford who died this week, for Brian, Sarah & David 

for Gaza, Palestine, Israel, Syria and Iraq for peace in countries throughout the world where 
there is war and conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and for implementation of the peace agreement 
in South Sudan. 

for those suffering for the Ebola epidemic in Africa 

freedom for the girls in Nigeria, their education & the rest of the world where women are made 
subservient to men. 

The Church as it moves forward after the synod vote on the consecration of women as 
Bishops  

for those who are suffering because of natural disasters. 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+11&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28226k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+15&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23648e

