
 

 

 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Pam Deeker, Edward Jacson, Juliet 

James, Richard Marshall, Marjorie Millington, and those known to us who are in need of 
our prayers,  

also for the family of  Richard Marshall. 

for peace in Syria and Iraq for peace and for other countries throughout the world where there 
is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the ebola epidemic in Africa. 

 

 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church mid-week, please make 
sure that you check with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in 
the diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if 
your event is not in the diary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12noon 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 25th January – Conversion of St Paul 
11.00am Holy Communion   Rev Jan Crossley 
Acts 9: 1-22 Galatians 1:11-16a Matthew 9: 27-end 

 
Sunday 1st February – Candlemas 

9.30am Parish Communion   Rev Jan Crossley 
Malachi 3:1-5  Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

January 

Sat 31st   9.00am    Ministry Team Meeting – St Peter’s  

  10.30am   Planning Meeting for Open Gardens – in church 

February  

6th   8.30am    Breakfast followed by 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  
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Collect  Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to shine throughout 

the world through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: grant that we who 

celebrate his wonderful conversion  may follow him in bearing witness to your 

truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Acts 9: 1-22 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and 

approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He 

fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’ 5 He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.’ 7 The men who were travelling with him stood speechless 

because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and 

though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand 

and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and 

neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. 

The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 
11 The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 

house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 

praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 

hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ 13 But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I 

have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 

in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name.’ 15 But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 

whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 

people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 

of my name.’ 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on 

Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way 

here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight 

was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, 

he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 
20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is 

the Son of God.’ 21 All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man 

who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he 

not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ 
22 Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Second Reading Galatians 1: 11-16a 

For I want you to know, brothers and sisters,[d] that the gospel that was 

proclaimed by me is not of human origin; 12 for I did not receive it from a human 

source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 

persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced in 

Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more 

zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, who had set me 

apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal 
his Son to me,[e] so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 9: 27-end 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, ‘Have 

mercy on us, Son of David!’ 28 When he entered the house, the blind men came 

to him; and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to do this?’ They 

said to him, ‘Yes, Lord.’ 29 Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘According to 

your faith let it be done to you.’ 30 And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus 

sternly ordered them, ‘See that no one knows of this.’ 31 But they went away and 

spread the news about him throughout that district. 32 After they had gone away, 

a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. 33 And when the demon had 

been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed 

and said, ‘Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.’ 34 But the Pharisees 

said, ‘By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.’[e] 35 Then Jesus went 

about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The 

harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 
 

Post Communion  

Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the 

apostles with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them with joy 

and boldness to preach the gospel: by the power of the same Spirit strengthen 

us to witness to your truth and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29052d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29057e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23414e

