
 

 

 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Pam Deeker, Edward Jacson, Marjorie 
Millington, and those known to us who are in need of our prayers,  

also for the family of  Richard Marshall, Juliet James & Susan Kay 

for peace in Syria and Iraq for peace and for other countries throughout the world where there 
is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the ebola epidemic in Africa. 

 

 
Susan Kay’s Memorial On Friday 20th February at 12noon we are 
celebrating the life of Susan Kay with a Memorial Service. We are all very 
saddened by her sudden death so it would be lovely if you could make every 
effort to attend this service. Refreshments will be served in the Village Hall 
after the service. 
 
Please note that St. Thomas's will be closed on Monday 9th February. 
 
Lent House Groups. This year we will join with Churches Together for our 
Lent bible studies. They begin on 23rd February and will run for 6 weeks. 5 of 
the weeks the groups will meet in various homes. The 6th session will be 
held as a joint meeting after Easter. The date for this has yet to be arranged. 
The course is by John Ortberg using his book 'The Life You've Always 
Wanted.' More details will follow shortly. 
 

Dorset Historic Trust's annual 'Ride and Stride' raised £80,000 this year. 
The chairman wishes to thank all of those people who cycled and to all 
friends and family who sponsored them. Well done Rodney and to those who 
sponsored him from our church. 

 

 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12noon 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 1st February – Candlemas 
9.30am Parish Communion   Rev Jan Crossley 

Malachi 3:1-5  Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 
 

Sunday 8th February – 2nd Sunday before Lent 
11.00am Matins  Paul Cooper 

Psalm 104: 26-end   Proverbs 8:1, 22-31  
Colossians 1: 15-20  John 1: 1-14 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February  

Fri 6th   8.30am    Breakfast followed by 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  

Wed 18th   7.00pm    Team Service for Ash Wednesday – St James’ 
 
Fri 20th   12 noon   Memorial Service for Susan Kay 

 

 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church mid-week, please make 
sure that you check with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in 
the diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if 
your event is not in the diary. 

Ash Wednesday This year our service is on 18th February at 7pm is at St. 
James. Please come along to this service and support other members of our 
team as we begin the season of Lent. 
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Collect  Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved 
Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant 

that we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Malachi 3: 1-5 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness.[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 5 Then I will draw near 

to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 

oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against 

those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

Second Reading Hebrews 2: 14-end  

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who 

has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to 

become like his brothers and sisters[n] in every respect, so that he might be a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 

atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by 

what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 9: 27-end 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 

holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 

in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[d] this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 

the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.[e] 
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon[f] came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
28 Simeon[g] took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant[h] in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. 34 Then Simeon[i] blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 

child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 36 There was also a 

prophet, Anna[j] the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment 

she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child[k] to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished 

everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 

own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

 

Post Communion  

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the 

Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, prepare to 

meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life; for he is alive 

and reigns, now and for ever. 
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