
 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church, please make sure that you check 
with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, 
baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

Lent Lunches will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive Fridays 
starting Friday 20 February  from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet 
friends to enjoy home made soup with bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and 
at the same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid, 
which is so needed at this time. 
St Thomas's will be providing the lunch with The Friends on Friday 6 March, and 
once more we are seeking offers of soup, help on the day, donations towards the 
cost of the cheese, and items for the Bring and Buy stall. 
If you can help in any of these ways, please contact Ellen Brine (853161) or Angela 
Lane (854506). 
 

Forthcoming events in the village hall  
Sat 7

th
 March 8 for 8.30 Quiz time 

Sat 14
th
 March 7.30 for 8 An Irish Night       

  please see the notice board for details  

WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER March 6
th

 2015 
11.00 am at the United Church in Bell Street 
7.30 pm at the Friends Meeting House in Abbey Walk 
This year we are supporting the church in the Bahamas Please come and join us! 

 
Recycling Sale for Sudan - Our ever-popular sale will take place on Saturday 28

th
 

March at the Town Hall from 10a.m., so please start sorting out all those things you 
no longer need or want.  Julian Richard will be pleased to receive these and larger 
items can be collected.  (Julian. 852883). 
 
Friday 6

th
 March 7pm in the Village Hall  - ‘A South Pacific Odyssey’ talk by Mr. 

Nic Griffin. This is a fundraising event for the Preservation Society. 
Tickets £10 to include a light meal and wine and are available from Jess Crichton 
853942, Sue Breach 853152 and the Tourist Information Office, Shaftesbury 853514  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 1st March – Lent 2 
9.30am Parish Communion (CW1)  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16 Romans 4:13-end  Mark 8: 31-end 
 

Sunday 8th March – Lent 2 
11.00am Matins 

Readings: Exodus 20: 1-17         Psalm 19      1 Corinthians  1: 18-25 
John 2: 13-22 

 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

 

March  

Fri 6th   8.30-9.30am Breakfast followed by Holy Communion 

  12-1.30pm  St Thomas’ Host Lent Lunch – Town Hall 

  11.00am   Women’s World Day of Prayer – Bell Street 

  7.30pm    Women’s World Day of Prayer – Friends House 

 

Sat 28th     10.00am   Recycling Sale for Sudan – Town Hall 

 

 

 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Collect Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your 

truth, that they may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who 

are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those 

things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are 

agreeable to the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15, 16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 

to him, “I am God Almighty;[a] walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will 

make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 

numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, 

this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
5 No longer shall your name be Abram,[b] but your name shall be Abraham;[c] for 

I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 

you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 

and to your offspring[d] after you. 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 

her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.” 

 

Second Reading Romans 4: 13-end  

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 

to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it 

is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 

is void. 15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 

violation. 16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 

rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 

the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 

nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 

the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against 

hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 

to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not 

weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already[b] as good 

as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the 

promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being 

fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his 

faith[c] “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was 

reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It 

will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for 
our justification. 

Gospel Reading  Mark 8: 31-end 

 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 

and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 

not on divine things but on human things.” 34 He called the crowd with his 

disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 

sake of the gospel,[i] will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole 

world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words[j] in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

Post Communion Prayer Almighty God, you see that we have no power of 

ourselves to help ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly 

in our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to 

the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Bob Breach, Pam Deeker, Edward 

Jacson, Marjorie Millington, and those known to us who are in need of our prayers,  

also for the family of  Richard Marshall, Juliet James & Susan Kay 

for peace in Syria and Iraq for peace and for other countries throughout the world where there 
is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the ebola epidemic in Africa. 
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