
 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church please make sure that you check 
with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, 
baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 24th April at 7pm  This meeting is 

extremely important giving everyone the opportunity to know what is going on in the 
church for the future. Please make every effort to attend this meeting as we recall 
what has happened over the past year and discuss the future of the church for the 
coming year.. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP  
With the APCM coming up in April we shall be looking for a Churchwarden to 
join John Porter. This will be John’s last year in office so it would be beneficial 
to appoint someone this year to allow time for training. Our church cannot 
operate without a churchwarden, so please prayerfully consider if you feel you 
can help. If you want more details about what’s involved please speak to either 
John or Jan. 
 
Sadly, due to Susan’s death we now need a Sacristan. This is a lovely job which 
involves setting up the Communion Table each week. It doesn’t have to be done by 
one person, so if you feel called to do this duty please let either John or Jan know. 
Training will be given. 
 
We could do with having another Chalice Assistant to serve occasionally at our 
Holy Communion Services. If you feel able to do so please let Jan know. Training will 
be given. 
 

Electoral Roll Could those on the electoral roll please check their details on 
the list in the church porch. Anyone wishing to be newly enrolled should 
contact Harriet Atwood (01747 855 255 or harrietatwood@hotmail.com ).' 
 

Eberle Concert Friday 15th May at 7.30pm Ticket are available price £20 from 

Liz Lindsay-Rea and Sue Breach. This is going to be a wonderful evening so don’t 
leave it too late to purchase your tickets. 
 
New Pattern of Services for St Thomas’s 
Due to the reduced attendance and staff shortages with effect from the beginning of 
May, we will change to a new [and hopefully temporary] pattern of services. There 
will be no service in St Thomas’s on the first Sunday of each month, a Holy 
Communion service on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Sundays and Matins on the 3

rd
 Sunday. If 

there is a 5
th
 Sunday in the month, then there will be a Team service in one of the 

Team churches. 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 19th April – Easter 3 
9.30am Parish Communion   Rev Mary Ridgewell 

Readings: Acts 3:12-9 1 John 3: 1-7  Luke 24: 36b-48 
 

Sunday 26th April – Easter 4 

11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)   Rev Jan Crossley 
Readings : Acts 4: 5-12 1 John 3: 16-end  John 10: 11-18 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

 

April  

24th (Friday) 7.00pm   Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

May 

3rd – No Service in St Thomas’s 

10th – 11 am – Holy Communion 

15th (Friday)  7.30pm   Eberle Quartet Concert 

June 

6/7th (Sat/Sun) 2 – 6 pm Hidden Gardens In Melbury Abbas & Cann  

       In aid of the church and village hall 

28th (Sunday) 11am    Pet Service 
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Collect Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 

with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with 

us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you 

continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Acts .3: 12-19 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you 

wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 

piety we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 

whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 

decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 

asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, 

whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in 

his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 

and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you. 17 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in 

ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way God fulfilled what he had 

foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,  

Second Reading 1 John 3: 1-7  

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 

has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we 

will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in 

him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty 

of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed to take 

away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one 

who sins has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one 

deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous.  

Gospel Reading  Luke 24: 36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise 

in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 

me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 
40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While 

in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have 

you anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 

took it and ate in their presence. 44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 

about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to 

them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 

Post Communion Prayer Living God, your Son made himself known to 

his disciples in the breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may 

see him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Mike Crossley, Pam Deeker, Edward 

Jacson, Marjorie Millington and James Sandys-Renton and those known to us who are 
in need of our prayers,  

for those Africans risking their lives at sea in their efforts to migrate to a better life. 

for peace in Syria, Iraq and the Ukraine for peace and for other countries throughout the world 
where there is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the Ebola epidemic in Africa. 

 

 

 


