
 

Church Diary  

For those wishing to use our church please make sure that you check with either Jan 
or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or 
weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

Church Jobs 
We need a new Sacristan. This is a lovely job which involves setting up the 
Communion Table each week. It doesn’t have to be done by one person, so if you 
feel called to do this duty please let either John or Jan know. Training will be given. 
 

We could do with having another Chalice Assistant to serve occasionally at our 
Holy Communion Services. If you feel able to do so please let Jan know. Training will 
be given. 
 

Electoral Roll 
Could those on the electoral roll please check their details on the list in the 
church porch. Anyone wishing to be newly enrolled should contact Harriet 
Atwood (01747 855 255 or harrietatwood@hotmail.com ).' 
 

Eberle Concert Friday 15th May at 7.30pm  
Tickets for this concert are available price £20 from Liz Lindsay-Rea [01747 853892] 
and Sue Breach 01747 853152]. This is going to be a wonderful evening so don’t 
leave it too late to buy your tickets. Proceeds go to our church funds. 
 
New Pattern of Services for St Thomas’s 
Due to the reduced attendance and staff shortages with effect from the beginning of 
May, we will change to a new [and hopefully temporary] pattern of services. In a 
normal month, there will be no service in St Thomas’s on the first Sunday, a Holy 
Communion service on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Sundays and Matins on the 3

rd
 Sunday. If 

there is a 5
th
 Sunday in the month, then there will be a Team service in one of the 

Team churches. May is slightly different just to keep you on your toes; see the 
programme of service for May on this pew sheet 
 
Team Retreat at Abbey House, Glastonbury 25th – 27th September 2015 
Everyday Disciples The first disciples were called out of their everyday lives, so 
how should we follow Christ from within ours? This year’s guided retreat, led 
by  Helen Dawes, our new Team Rector will reflect on how we live, witness and 
grow in faith in our everyday world, using times of silence, learning, reflection, 
worship and prayer. For further information, or an application form, please 
contact : Gillian Cross, Tel: 01747 811263  Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 26th April – Easter 4 
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)   Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings : Acts 4: 5-12 1 John 3: 16-end  John 10: 11-18 
 

Sunday 3rd May – Easter 5 
No Service at St Thomas’ 

 
Sunday 10th May – Easter 6 

11.00am Rogation Service   John Porter 
 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

May 

Sun 3rd        No Service in St Thomas’s 

Sun 10th   11.00am   Rogation Service  

Fri 15th   7.30pm   Eberle Quartet Concert 

Sun 17th   11.00am   Joint Service at St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Sun 24th   11.00am   Parish Communion (CW1) 

June 

6/7th (Sat/Sun) 2 – 6 pm Hidden Gardens In Melbury Abbas & Cann  

       In aid of the church and village hall 

28th (Sunday) 11am    Pet Service 
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Collect Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the 
life: raise us, who trust in him,  from the death of sin to the life of 

righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

First Reading Acts 4: 5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with 

Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 

high-priestly family. 7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 

they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ 8 Then 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and 

elders, 9 if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to 

someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it 

be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 

standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is “the 

stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the 

cornerstone.” 12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

Second Reading 1 John 3: 16-end 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone 
who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 

refuses help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 

and action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for God 

is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts 

do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22 and we receive from 

him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 

pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 

commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 

abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that 

he has given us. 

Gospel Reading  John 10: 11-18 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 

the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand 

does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 

my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 

I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 

because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes[a] it 

from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.’ 

Post Communion Prayer Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise 

again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his 

steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Mike Crossley, Pam Deeker, Edward 

Jacson, Val Warrington, Marjorie Millington and those known to us who are in need of 
our prayers,  

for those Africans risking their lives at sea in their efforts to migrate to a better life. 

for Christians the world over who risk discrimination and death for their faith 

for those suffering as a result of the Ebola epidemic in Africa and for the doctors and nurses 
who risk their lives to help them. 

Prayer for New Team Vicar 

God, you alone call us to your service, 

we pray that you will open the heart and mind 

of the person you are already calling 

to the post of Team Vicar here in Shaftesbury. 

Help them to hear your call, to follow your path, and respond to your will. 

And in responding, strengthen your Kingdom here among us. 

We also pray discernment for our Bishops, our Archdeacon 

and for our parish representatives as they complete the interview process, 

and for strength to all our churches during the vacancies. 

Lord God, Your will be done, your kingdom come. 

Amen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26489a

