
 

Lent Lunches are being held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive 
Fridays starting from Friday 12 February, from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an 
opportunity to meet friends to enjoy homemade soup with bread and cheese 
followed by tea/coffee, and at the same time help to make a valuable contribution 
to the work of Christian Aid. Melbury Abbas and the Friends held a very 
successful and happy lunch last week resulting in a total of £415 for Christian 
Aid.  

KEYRING DEADLINE The deadline for the April edition is Friday 4th March 
5.00pm contributions to keyring@stmin.org.uk 
 

Friday 4th March is Women’s World Day of Prayer and will be celebrated by a 
united service at St Peter’s Church at 11:00 a.m. [coffee from 10:30]. There will 
also be an evening meeting at Friends Meeting House at 7:30 p.m.  This year’s 
theme will be “Receive Children Receive Me” and reflect the work of Christian 
Women in Cuba. 
 

Bishop of Sherborne’s Induction Karen Gorham our new Bishop of Sherborne, 
is to be inducted on Sunday 6th March at 5.0pm in Sherborne Abbey.  This will 
be an Evensong based service at which everyone is welcome.  The Abbey seats 
750-800 people and I've been assured there will be seating for us if we would like 
to attend.  If anyone from the parish or Team would like to come along and 
welcome Karen to our benefice perhaps we join up for transport or if enough 
consider a mini-bus. We would need to leave Shaftesbury at 3.30pm or earlier if 
you wanted to have a tea break in Sherborne beforehand. Those interested 
please telephone Philippa 01747 812365 or e.mail philippacf@gmail.com 
 

The Legend of Livingstone Our next fundraising event is on Saturday 19th 
March at 7pm in the Village Hall. ‘Colonel John Blashford- Snell will give a talk 
on  'The Legend of Livingstone.' John will give us an in-depth illustrated lecture 
revealing who the real Livingstone was, his achievements, failures and his legacy 
today. He will tell us of the doctor's adventures in Africa, his encounters with lions 
and his discovery of the Victoria Falls. John will bring along the compass of Sir 
Henry Morton Stanley who found Livingstone. It will be a wonderful evening and 
there will be an opportunity to purchase some of John's books for his charity, the 
Scientific Exploration Society. Tickets are £12 each and can be purchased from 
the beginning of February from Jan Crossley on 852545 or Christine Potter on 
851857. This is a joint fundraiser for the church and the village hall. Please 
support this as it will help to pay for our Parish share.  
 

New Yard Maintenance The cemetery has been given a spring trim and looks a 
bit more kempt. But work in cutting back the brambles and clearing away the old 
pots, tubs, ancient wreaths, clearing litter etc is still needed. We will organise a 
maintenance day when the weather warms up but, in the mean time, if anyone 
has an hour to spare...?! 

 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 28th February 

11.15am Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 6th March  

9.30am Parish Communion  

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
March  
 
Friday 11th  8.30-9.30am Breakfast 

 
10.00 Parish Communion  

 
Sunday 13th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 
Sunday 20th  11.15am Parish Communion 
 
Friday 25th Good Friday Meditation and Quiet Prayer 
 
Sunday 27th Easter Day 10.00am Parish Communion 
 
 
April 
 
Sunday 3rd 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
Sunday 10th  No service in St Thomas’s 
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Collect  Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully 

grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the 

way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Isaiah 55.1-9                                                                 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour 

for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 

delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that 

you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure 

love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 

commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he 

may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may 

have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10.1-13 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were 

all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all 

drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 

followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased 

with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 6 Now these 

things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 
7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat 

down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.’ 8 We must not indulge in 

sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 

single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were 

destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some of them did, and were 

destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to serve as an 

example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 

ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 

faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the 

testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 13.1-9                                                                         

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, ‘Do you 

think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners 

than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 

as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell 

on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living 

in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as 

they did.’ 6 Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his 

vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the 

gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig 

tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” 8 He 

replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure 

on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 

    

Post Communion Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the 

temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and 

minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Please pray for: 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 

Deeker, Edward Jacson, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, and all those known to us who 
are in need of our prayers. 
 

Notices Continued... 

Shaftesbury Fairtrade Group invite you to a sit down Breakfast at the John Peel 
on Thursday 3rd March 9am – 1pm supporting their ‘Sit down to breakfast, Stand 

up for farmers breakfast’ campaign during their fair-trade fortnight. (Yes, you 
have to pay for breakfast) more details at www.shaftesburyfairtrade.org.uk. 

The next meeting of “The Filling Station” takes place at Shaftesbury Town 
Hall on Monday 29th Feb – 7:15 p.m. coffee & cake for 7:30 start. Extract from 
Salisbury Diocese “Grapevine” - “The Filling Station Network aims to help feed 
those who are looking for additional opportunities to worship in lively and informal 
ways alongside their support a more traditional local church on Sunday.” For 
more information www.facebook.com/fillingstationshaftesbury 

Key ring co-ordinator: Michael Pattison has offered to be Key Ring production 
co-ordinator for the summer months, when he is in the UK but we still desperately 
need someone to cover the winter. 

 


