
 

Electoral Roll Please could those on the Roll check their details on the 
list in the porch to see if they are correct. 
 

Team Office Closures Please note that the Team Office is closed on 
Wed 20th April, Mon 25th April, Wed 27th – Fri 29th April. 
 

Kirsty Wells will be ordained this June in Salisbury Cathedral and begin 
her curacy in Sturminster Newton. That means we shall have to say 
goodbye to her here in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry after a number of 
years worshipping with us, three of them as our ordinand. Kirsty’s farewell 
will happen at our Team Service on Sunday 29th May at 10am. The 
service will take place at St Mary’s, Compton Abbas (provided we can 
sort out the practicalities of parking). We would like to send Kirsty off with 
a gift to remember us by – anyone who would like to contribute is invited 
to send cash or a cheque to the Team Treasurer, John Hunt (cheques 
payable to ‘Shaftesbury Team Ministry’) or hand your contribution to one 
of the churchwardens or clergy, who will pass it on. Please could all 
contributions be with us by Sunday 8th May at the latest. 
 

Dementia Friendly Shaftesbury. On Wednesday 18th May, during 
Dementia Awareness Week, there will be a Pop-up Cake and Coffee 
shop in the Friends Meeting House in support of Dementia Friendly 
Shaftesbury, an initiative which aims to increase awareness of the 
problems faced by people in our town with dementia, and seek ways of 
solving some of those problems, so that people are enabled to lead as full 
a life as possible for as long as possible. The event, organised by 
Churches Together, is from 10am till 3pm. If you would like to offer help 
with organising the event or can make cakes, serve on the day etc, 
please contact Elizabeth Preston 01747 850654 or liz@stmin.org.uk  
 

A Stitch in Time Due to a serious wrist injury Lynda Maynard of 
Motcombe is no longer able to continue as main stitcher for the chancel 
kneeler tapestry project started some two years ago.  This has been a 
huge undertaking on our behalf in St James church for which we are most 
grateful; however we now need an experienced stitcher to take over 
training/managing the other embroiderers and housing the large stretcher 
board on which the work in progress is fixed.  Any ideas as to who might 
be suitable for this would be gratefully appreciated.  Please telephone 
Philippa 01747 812365 or e.mail philippacf@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545  Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 17th  – 4th Sunday of Easter 

Vocation Sunday 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 24th April 

11.15am Matins 
 

 

Sunday 1st May – Rogation Sunday 

9.30am Rogation Service at Manor Farm 

With thanks to Nigel and Hannah 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
May 
 

Friday 6th  10.00  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 8th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 

Friday 13th  8.30-9.30 Breakfast  
   

10.00  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 15th  11.15  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 22nd 11.15  Matins 
 

Sunday 29th No Service in St Thomas’s 
 

10.00   Team Service at Compton Abbas 

 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
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Collect   

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear 

your voice and to follow your command, that all your people may be 

gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 6: 1-9a 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 

and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 

faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And 

one called to another and said:  

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 

glory.’4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who 

called, and the house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am 

lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ 
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 

taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth 

with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 

departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am 

I; send me!’ 9 And he said, ‘Go and say to this people: 

“Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not 
understand.” 

 

Second Reading  Acts 9: 36-end 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 

Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 
37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they 

laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 

who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 

‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39 So Peter got up and went with them; 

and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 

stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 

Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them 

outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 

said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 

sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 

and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known 

throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed 

in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 

Gospel Reading John 10: 22-30 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 
24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you 

keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 25 Jesus 

answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 

in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you 

do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 

one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is 

greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 
30 The Father and I are one.’ 

 

Post Communion  

Heavenly Father, whose ascended Son gave gifts of leadership and service 

to the Church: strengthen us who have received this holy food to be 

good stewards of your manifold grace; through him who came not to be 

served but to serve, and give his life as a ransom for many, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

 
Please pray for: 

The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 
Deeker, Edward Jacson, Sheelah Turner and all those known to us who are in 
need of our prayers. 
 

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died and we pray for the 
family of Joan Roscow. The funeral will take place in the church on Wednesday 
27th April. More details in next week’s pew sheet.     

 


