
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

Please remember in your prayers Kate and Matthew, married yesterday, and Holly 
and Jake who will be joined in Holy Matrimony next Saturday. 

Saturday 25th June - the wedding of Holly Tweddell to Jake Lofdahl. 
 

Open Garden with coffee and cake on Wednesday 29th June from 10.30 at Grove 
Farm House, Melbury Abbas SP7 0DE. All proceeds will go to the work of the 
Friends of North Dorset Refuge – please do come, enjoy a wander in the gardens, 
good coffee (fairly traded, of course) and support this necessary work. And yes, 
there will be stalls and a raffle. 

Sunday 24th July We are planning to say a very big “thank you” to both our Vicar, 
Jan Crossley, and to our Churchwarden, John Porter, for all their hard work and 
support for St Thomas’s over the last years at a buffet lunch in the Melbury Abbas 
Village Hall at 1230 on 24th July. The service on 24th July will be Jan’s last service 
in St Thomas’s as our priest. Please put the date in your diaries. Further details to 
follow. 

On Sunday 3rd July we shall be celebrating St. Thomas with Songs of Praise at 
3pm. This will be followed with cream teams in the churchyard. Please can you let 
Jan know you favourite hymns a.s.a.p. (Please note that there will be no morning 
service that day.) If you feel able to donate some Scones, cakes, cream and jam 
which are needed, there is a sheet at the back of the church for you to say what 
you can supply. 

Friday 8th July Breakfast at 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy Communion at 10am 

Sunday 17th July is our Pet Service at 10.00am. Come along and meet Gus and 
Tinkerbell and find out all about the local sanctuary where they live. There will be 
refreshments served after the service 

Ride and Stride 10th September. This is an opportunity for us to sponsor church 
members to raise money for our church and for the Dorset Historic Church’s Trust. 
For those who are interested please speak to Rodney Atwood. 

Bread for the Journey Team Retreat 23rd – 25th September2016 
This year’s Team Retreat will be led by Revd Pam Rink, at Abbey House, 
Glastonbury.  It will include talks, services in the chapel, and time to spend in 
silence.   The total cost is £144, which covers accommodation and all meals. There 
is an application form in the Key Ring, or you can download one from the Team 
website or ask me to send one.  Please get in touch if you would like to know more 
details. Gillian Cross   (Tel: 01747 811263Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545  Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 19th June – Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 26th June – Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 3rd July – Patronal Festival of St Thomas 

3.00pm – Songs of Praise 

 

Friday 8th July – Breakfast 

8.30am-9.30am 

10.00am – Parish Communion 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 
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Collect   

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,  nothing 

is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide 

we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 

grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 65: 1-9 

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,     to be found by those who did 

not seek me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am’, to a nation that did not call on my name. 2 I 

held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not 

good, following their own devices; 3 a people who provoke me to my face continually, 

sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; 
4 who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with 

broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5 who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come 

near me, for I am too holy for you.’ These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns 

all day long. 6 See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will 

indeed repay into their laps 7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says 

the LORD; because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, I 

will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. 8 Thus says the LORD: As the 

wine is found in the cluster, and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it’, 

so I will do for my servants’ sake,  and not destroy them all. 9 I will bring forth 

descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall 

inherit it, and my servants shall settle there. 
 

Second Reading Galatians 3: 23-end  

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that 

we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to 

a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many 

of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no 

longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 8: 26-end 

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he 

stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had 

worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, 

he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you to do with 

me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me’— 29 for Jesus] had 

commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized 

him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 

the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, ‘What is 

your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him 

not to order them to go back into the abyss. 
32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged 

Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came 

out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into 

the lake and was drowned. 
34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and 

in the country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came 

to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told 

them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the 

people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they 

were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from 

whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 

saying, 39 ‘Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.’ So he 

went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for 

him. 41 Just then there came a man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at 

Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter, about 

twelve years old, who was dying. 

As he went, the crowds pressed in on him. 43 Now there was a woman who had been 

suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent all she had on 

physicians,] no one could cure her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the fringe of 

his clothes, and immediately her haemorrhage stopped. 45 Then Jesus asked, ‘Who 

touched me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the crowds surround you and 

press in on you.’ 46 But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had 

gone out from me.’ 47 When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she came 

trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people 

why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 He said to her, 

‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’ 
49 While he was still speaking, someone came from the leader’s house to say, ‘Your 

daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.’ 50 When Jesus heard this, he 

replied, ‘Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved.’ 51 When he came to the 

house, he did not allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter, John, and James, and 

the child’s father and mother. 52 They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said, 

‘Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.’ 53 And they laughed at him, knowing that 

she was dead. 54 But he took her by the hand and called out, ‘Child, get up!’ 55 Her spirit 

returned, and she got up at once. Then he directed them to give her something to eat. 
56 Her parents were astounded; but he ordered them to tell no one what had happened. 
 

Post Communion  

Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, you have fed us at the 

table of life and hope: teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, that all the world may 

acknowledge the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Please pray for: 

The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Pam Deeker and all those 
known to us who are in need of our prayers. 
 

 


