
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

The wedding of Phillipe Steedman-Willems and Elinor Carolyn Flatman was 
celebrated yesterday at St Thomas’s.  

TEAM CURATE. Kevin Martin, who is joining the Team as Curate, will be 
ordained in a special service at St Peters on the evening of 27th September by 
Bishop Nicholas. If anyone would like to sing in the choir on that evening, could 
they please contact Harold Jackson at haroldjacksonorganist@gmail.com 

REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will be on extended leave until November.  

The FUNERAL OF ARTHUR WILDS will be on Thursday, 24 August at 1.30 
p.m. Arthur Wilds who died on 6 August will be interred in the New Yard 
(graveyard across the C13) joining his father, sister and grandparents there. 

The NORTH TRANSEPT WINDOW has been removed for cleaning and 
restoration. The Preservation Society have kindly agreed to pay for this 
necessary work. 

The PATTERN OF SERVICES AT ST THOMAS’S will change beginning in 
September because of demands upon clergy time, especially with Simon away. 
Our second monthly service will move from the third Sunday to the second 
Sunday, remaining a parish communion at 11:15 a.m. As Rev Helen Dawes 
explained to Jon Dakin, on the third Sunday the team presently have to conduct 
four services, three of them communions. On the second Sunday at present 
there are only two at 11:15. For clarification, ask any member of the P.C.C. 

CHURCH LOCKING: if you know of any public-spirited dog walker (or other 
regular walker) who might be prepared to join the church locking rota, please 
encourage him or her to contact Rodney Atwood on 855255. New lockers are 
needed as the numbers have fallen. The more who lock, the less frequently 
each is called upon. 

COME AND BE PART OF ROCK NATVITY! This lively musical will be 
performed in St Mary's, Motcombe, St Peter's Shaftesbury and St. James on 7-
9 December.  Rehearsals will be on a Tuesday evening from 7.30 to 9.30, 
starting on August 22nd in St. Mary's, Motcombe. David Grierson will direct the 
singing and Rosie king will direct the acting. If you enjoyed Joseph and his 
amazing technicoloured dream coat, and Godspell, you will enjoy this. Come 
and join the choir, and later, you might wish to audition for an acting part. Come 
along and find out all about this new production in our churches, or, if on holiday 
on that date, just turn up on the next available Tuesday.  Look forward to seeing 
you!  Rosie King. 

TEAM OFFICE Please note the Team office will be closed between Monday 
18th September and Friday 22nd September inclusive.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 www.shaftesbury cofe.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 20th August – Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am – Parish Communion  

 

Sunday 27th August – Eleventh after Trinity 

11.15am – Matins  

 

Sunday 3rd September – Twelfth after Trinity  

9.30am – Parish Communion 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 
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Collect  

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble 
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask 
such things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

 

First Reading Isaiah 56.1,6-8  

Thus says the Lord: 
   Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
   and my deliverance be revealed.  

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
   and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
   and hold fast my covenant—  
these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
   will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
   for all peoples.  
Thus says the Lord God, 
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
   besides those already gathered.  

  

Second Reading Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32  

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do 
you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with 
God against Israel? for the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience 
so that he may be merciful to all. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 15.[10-20]21-28  

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and 
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 
but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offence when they heard what you said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person 
guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Explain 
this parable to us.’ Then he said, ‘Are you also still without 
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 
enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out 
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out 
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 
false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.’]  

 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 
shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And 
her daughter was healed instantly.  

  

Post Communion Prayer 

God of our pilgrimage, you have willed that the gate of mercy should 
stand open for those who trust in you: look upon us with your favour 
that we who follow the path of your will may never wander from the 
way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


