
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

TEAM CURATE. Kevin Martin, who is joining the Team as Curate, will be ordained 
in a special service at St Peters on the evening of 27th September by Bishop 
Nicholas.  

REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will be on extended leave until November.  

THE WEDDING of Phillipe Steedman-Willems and Elinor Carolyn Flatman was 
joyously celebrated on Saturday, 19th August at St Thomas’s. 

STEWARDSHIP: PCC Treasurer Alan Kirkham reports that the PCC wrote to all 
sixty-two people on the Electoral Roll to invite them to participate in a stewardship 
programme. They asked members to consider not only their regular giving to the 
church, but also what they could give in time and talents. Regarding our finances, 
the sixty-two were informed that running costs and contribution towards clergy 
amounts to about £2,350 per month. Compared to income, this leads to a monthly 
shortfall of about £350. So far twenty-eight members have answered. From these 
we now have four new regular givers, whilst a further eleven existing givers have 
increased their contribution. Overall this has resulted in an additional £160 per 
month, nearly halving the shortfall. We do however have more work to balance our 
finances, and would welcome ideas. 

The FUNERAL OF ARTHUR WILDS was on Thursday, 24 August at 1.30 p.m. 
Arthur Wilds who died on 6 August will be interred in the New Yard (graveyard 
across the C13) joining his father, sister and grandparents there. 

The NORTH TRANSEPT WINDOW has been removed for cleaning and restoration. 
The Preservation Society have kindly agreed to pay for this necessary work. 

The PATTERN OF SERVICES AT ST THOMAS’S will change beginning in 
September because of demands upon clergy time, especially with Simon away. Our 
second monthly service will move from the third Sunday to the second Sunday, 
remaining a parish communion at 11:15 a.m. As Rev Helen Dawes explained to Jon 
Dakin, on the third Sunday the team presently have to conduct four services, three 
of them communions. On the second Sunday at present there are only two at 11:15. 
For clarification, ask any member of the P.C.C. 

GRAVEYARD (NEW YARD) TIDY-UP: our thanks to Mark Archer and Nigel Kay, 
Jon Dakin and Robert Crichton, who in teams have been strimming and cutting in 
the graveyard across the C13. 

THE ORDER OF JACOB’S WELL ‘IN HIS FOOTSTEPS’ COURSE: Mindy Bennett 
writes: I will be running an ‘In His Footsteps’ course in St Peter’s Church Hall from 
Wednesday 4th October to Friday 6th  October starting at 9.30 a.m. and finishing at 
4.30 p.m. each day, culminating in a Celtic healing service in St Peter’s Church on 
the Friday at 3.30 p.m. The course will take the form of ten sessions which are DVD 
based with teaching from the Prior of the Order the Reverend Mike Endicott. There 
are six places left, so I am inviting those who may be interested in learning about 
the proclamation of the gospel as part of the Christian Healing Ministry to contact 
me on mindy2611@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
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THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 27th August – Eleventh after Trinity 

11.15am – Matins  

 

Sunday 3rd September – Twelfth after Trinity  

9.30am – Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 10th September – The Blessed Virgin Mary 

11.15am – Parish Communion 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect  

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, may receive your 
gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever 

First Reading  Isaiah 51.1-6  

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
   you that seek the Lord. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
   and to the quarry from which you were dug.  
Look to Abraham your father 
   and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 
   but I blessed him and made him many.  
For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
   he will comfort all her waste places, 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
   her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
   thanksgiving and the voice of song.  

Listen to me, my people, 
   and give heed to me, my nation; 
for a teaching will go out from me, 
   and my justice for a light to the peoples.  
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
   my salvation has gone out 
   and my arms will rule the peoples; 
the coastlands wait for me, 
   and for my arm they hope.  
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
   and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
   the earth will wear out like a garment, 
   and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
but my salvation will be for ever, 
   and my deliverance will never be ended.  

Second Reading Romans 12.1-8  

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.  

 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not 
all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 16.13-20  

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they 
said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you 
say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
 
 
NOTICES Continued… 

TEAM OFFICE Please note the Team office will be closed on Bank Holiday 
Monday, and between Monday 18th September and Friday 22nd September 

inclusive. 


