
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 

REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will be on extended leave until November. 
  

PCC NOTICE IN SPREADEAGLE: please read the PCC’s appeal in the 
recent edition and consider whether you could help. 
 

THE NORTH TRANSEPT WINDOW is now cleaned and repaired and back 
in place. The PCC is very grateful to the Preservation Society for its 
generosity in funding this essential work The Society’s next event is a flower 
arranging demonstration at 3.00pm Friday 27th October in the Village Hall. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT, SATURDAY 28 
OCTOBER 2017 The popular Children’s Society Annual Quiz Night takes 
place in Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday 28 October 2017.  Doors 
open at 7.00PM with the quiz starting at 7.30PM for this well-established, 
light-hearted evening of brain-teasers.  Teams of up to six are invited to take 
part and enjoy a generous ploughman’s supper, including dessert and 
coffee. Tickets are £10 per head and are available from Karen Dickson (Tel: 
855343). Please support this important fund-raising event by enjoying a fun-
filled evening with friends. 
 

ORDINATION OF KEVIN MARTIN  Kevin, Liz and family would like to thank 
everyone for your very warm welcome into Shaftesbury and into the team.  
Thank you for all your prayers, cards and words of support.  Also a very big 
thank you to those who made the ordination service such a wonderful 
occasion.  We know a lot of hard work went into planning the service and so 
many came which made it a true celebration.  So many friends commented 
on the warmth of welcome.  Thank you all very much. 
 

TOBY’S YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROJECT 

 The Director and Trustees welcome you to the last and final Annual 
General meeting of this project which served Shaftesbury’s young people for 
nearly 20 years until it closed last September.  With the Dorset Community 
Foundation we have set up a fund to support young people in the area, the 
Toby’s of Shaftesbury Fund. Senior staff from the Foundation will be at the 
AGM to explain how this will work. Please come to the Quaker Meeting 
House, Abbey Walk, Shaftesbury from 5.30 pm on Friday 13th October to 
hear more and ask questions. 
 

POP-UP OPERA is coming again to Port Regis School to perform Engelbert 
Humperdinck’s ‘Hansel and Gretel’, ‘perhaps the most popular operatic fairy 
tale’.  For details and tickets, contact Liz Lindsay-Rea on                    
elindsay-rea@btinternet.com 

 

 

 
 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 www.shaftesbury cofe.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th October – Seventeenth after Trinity 

11.15am – Parish Communion  

 

Sunday 15th October – St Luke 

No service at St Thomas’s 

 

Sunday 22nd October – Nineteenth after Trinity 

11.15am – Matins  

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect  
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till 
they find their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to 
yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city where we shall see 
you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
  

First Reading Isaiah 5.1-7  

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  
He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 
watch-tower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it 
to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me 
and my vineyard.  
What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down.  
I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it.  
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people 
of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry!  
 

Second Reading Philippians 3.4b-14  

even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else 
has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21.33-46  

 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the 
same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my 
son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, 
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’  
 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”?  
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.’  
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make 
us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 


