
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

 

WE WELCOME BACK  Revd Simon Chambers from his period of  rest and 
study. 
 

ALL SOULS SERVICES There will be a Time to Remember Service at St 
Peter’s on Shaftesbury High Street on Sunday 5th November at 4.00pm. It 
will be a simple service of reflection, prayer and thanksgiving for those we 
love but see no longer, with time after the service to enjoy tea and cake and 
to share memories. Anyone who would like to attend is very welcome and 
we particularly invite the families of those whose funerals we have taken 
over the past year. 

 

'ROCK NATIVITY' If you enjoyed Joseph and his Technicolor dream coat 
several years ago, then don't miss the Rock Nativity, with performances 
starting at 7.30pm on     
December 7th: St. Peter's Church              
December 8th: St. James'Church     
December 9th: St. Mary's Church, Motcombe   
Tickets are on sale from the churches of performances, the church team 
office, Shaftesbury Arts Centre and Motcombe Shop.   Tickets £10 adults 
and £5 for 16 and under. Don't miss the fantastic show, which is a fundraiser 
for the churches. 

 

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY flower arranging raised £330. 
The organisers are grateful for the support of those who attended. 

 

HANNAH AND NIGEL KAY’S COFFEE MORNING for Macmillan Nurses 
raised £613, thanks to support from many villagers.  

 

FRIENDS OF NORTH DORSET WOMEN’S REFUGE are presenting a 
return of the Gravellers, a men’s group of a capella singers at St Mary’s 
Motcombe on Sunday afternoon, 19th November at 3.00 pm. 
Tickets £10.00 from the Village Shop or on the door includes afternoon tea. 

 

FOR PEWSHEET NOTICES please contact Rodney Atwood on 01747 
855255 or harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 www.shaftesbury cofe.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th November – All Saints’ Sunday 

9.30am – Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 12th November – Remembrance Sunday 

10.50am – Remembrance Service 

 

Sunday 19th November – Second Sunday before Advent 

No service this week at St Thomas’s 
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Collect  

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord grant us grace so 
to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may 
come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

 

First Reading Revelation 7.9-17  

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!’  
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshipped God, singing, 
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’  

 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one 
that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the 
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
   and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
   the sun will not strike them, 
   nor any scorching heat;  
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 1 John 3.1-3  

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, 
we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 5.1-12  

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying:  

 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  

 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.  

 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.  

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who 
have shared at this table  

as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with all your saints  

to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 


