
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST THOMAS: Carols by Candlelight 6 p.m. Sunday, 
17 December; Midnight Mass at 10 p.m. Sunday, 24 December; family Service 
11:15 Christmas morning 
 
BOB AND SUE BREACH thank the congregation for their prayers for their   
grandson Rory.  He is now recuperating after a successful heart operation. 
 

CHRISTIAN MINDFULNESS AND CELTIC ART: What did Simon study on his 
sabbatical? Come and find out on 26th Nov at 3pm in St James Church as he talks 
about his three months, insights into mindfulness, and developments in Celtic 
Knotwork as prayer. 
 

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY are holding their Christmas coffee 
morning at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 2nd December at the Village Hall. With stalls 
offering gifts, cakes, books, Christmas decorations, Bric-a-Brac, Wreaths, local 
produce including honey, leather goods, charcuterie, candles and pet portraits, this 
is an ideal opportunity to buy your Christmas presents. Then enjoy a coffee and 
slice of cake in the café corner.  
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHAFTESBURY ADVENT SERVICE is taking place 
at St Peter's this year on Sunday 3rd December at 6pm.  It will be a candlelit service 
and it would be great to see you all there to make the light of Christ shine brightly in 
our service of unity! 
 
OPEN HOUSE are collecting items for hampers for vulnerable families, and a box 
will be left at St Thomas’s the next three Sundays. 
 

'ROCK NATIVITY' This unusual take on the Nativity story in two musical acts will be 
performed on December 7th in St. Peter's church, Shaftesbury, St. James church, 
on December 8th and St. Mary's, Motcombe on Dec 9th. All proceeds from 
the shows go directly to the team churches’ upkeep. Tickets are available from 
Shaftesbury Arts Centre, Motcombe Community Shop, the participating churches 
and church office, £10 for adults, reduced for children.  

 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE SERVICES:  ST MARY’S, MOTCOMBE 
SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER AND ST JAMES’S SATURDAY 16th DECEMBER.  
BOTH AT 4.30PM.  These short, part candle-lit celebrations are for young children 
and adults alike.   

 

FOR PEWSHEET NOTICES please contact Rodney Atwood on 01747 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th November – Christ the King  

11.15am Matins  

 

Sunday 3rd December – First Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 10th December – Second Sunday of Advent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Collect  

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the 
unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created 
order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24  

 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek 
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their 
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the 
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the 
land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and 
they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be 
the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord 
God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice.  
 Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the 
fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, 
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them 
far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I 
will judge between sheep and sheep.  
 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have 
spoken.  
 

Second Reading Ephesians 1.15-23  

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 
great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.31-46  

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will 
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king 
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to 
those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will 
answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 

 


