
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 

On Sunday 21st January there is a United Service at Father’s House 
at 10.30am for the week of prayer for Christian Unity. All are 
welcome.  
 
Our three Christmas Services were well supported with a total of 
nearly 150 attending.  Especially heartening was the number on 
Christmas morning, fifty-seven.  A very warm thank you to those who 
came and to all those involved in the preparation and running of the 
services, not least the readers representing different local groups at 
the Carol Service.  The church was as always beautifully decorated. 
 
Among those represented was St Thomas’s Preservation Society. 
At the start of 2018, we should congratulate them on the success of 
their coffee morning at the Village Hall raising £750 in a new location 
and wish them another good year as their remarkable support for the 
church continues. 

 
Thanks to all those who contributed items to the OPEN HOUSE 
hampers for vulnerable families on the Sundays before Christmas. 
 
The service to commemorate the life of REVD JOHN SCHOFIELD at 
St Mary’s, Compton Abbas, on Monday, 18th December was 
extremely well supported by many friends from both near and far, a 
tribute to the part John played in so many lives.  May we pray for his 
children Mark and Charlotte and their families. 
 
An Afternoon with the Rt Revd Dr Rowan Williams on 15th 
January 2018, 3-5pm at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton. A 
wonderful opportunity to hear and meet Rowan Williams. Tickets £5 
available from Katy in the Team Office.  

 

Good wishes to everyone for a successful and prosperous 2018. 
 
FOR PEWSHEET NOTICES please contact Rodney Atwood on 
01747 855255 or harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 7th January – Baptism of Christ 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 14th January – The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

11.15am – Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 21st January – The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

No service at St Thomas’s 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect  

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,  
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:  
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,  
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 

First Reading Genesis 1.1-5  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there 
be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day.  
 

Second Reading Acts 19.1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and 
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we 
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what 
then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, 
‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe 
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 1.4-11  

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.’  
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’  

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself 
as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your 
Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the 
new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Notices continued: 

Pilgrim Course. The two groups who met with John and Jeremy for the 
Autumn Courses will combine for one Pilgrim Course this January and 
February. The focus for discussion will be the Eucharist. The course will 
take place at St. Peter's Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings starting 
on Wednesday January 17th. There will be six sessions in all with a break 
on February 14th for Ash Wednesday. We look forward to renewing 
fellowship with those who attended one or other of the Autumn courses, 
but everyone is welcome to join us and it is not essential to have attended 
one of the Autumn courses. For more details do contact John Fuller on 
01747 850079. As before a study guide will be available. We look forward to 
seeing you.  
 
Lent groups; Can you be a host or leader, or both, for a Lent group 
please.? If you are able to do so, please sign the sheet at the back of 
church. As Easter is early this year, names should be with Elizabeth Preston 
by Thursday 18th January at the latest. You can email Elizabeth, 
lizziepreston1@gmail.com with the information, leave a message in 
Shaftesbury Team office or deliver to 15 The Knapp. A group of us looked at 
several possible books and decided on the current York Course "On the 
third day" by Rev. John Pritchard. It is a five week study. As last year, 
Elizabeth will try to get books to participants before the start of the sessions. 
Each group will have a CD to use in conjunction with the book, so to cover 
the total cost of the materials we shall need to charge £5 - the same as last 
year. 
 


