
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 
BARN SERVICE – CHANGE OF VENUE. On the 29th July there is an 
11am Barn Service for the Team, led by Bishop Karen and followed 
by a bring and share lunch. Please note change of venue to Lower 
Breach Farm, West Orchard, Shaftesbury, SP7 0LL. This is directly 
on the B3091 Shaftesbury to Sturminster Newton Road. Parking in 
the adjacent field is available. 

 
TEAM RETREAT. Bookings are now open for the retreat, at 
Greenhouse Christian Centre, Poole from late afternoon Friday 
September 21st to lunch on Sunday 23rd, led by the Revd Dr Simon 
Chambers.  The booking form is on the website, and hard copies will 
be in churches shortly.  Places are filling fast, with only a few rooms 
still available.  If you are thinking of going, please return the booking 
form which is on the website and available in most team churches; or 
get in touch with Michael or Beverley Pattison for more information - 
m.a.pattison@gmail.com, 01747 852017 
 
 

GILLINGHAM & SHAFTESBURY SHOW CHURCH TENT If you are 
able to do a short stint in the Church Tent rest area at the Gillingham 
and Shaftesbury Show on Wednesday 15th August please put your 
name down on the rota which should be available in your church. As 
well as the refreshment department there will be 'dove making' for 
adults and children; chatting with folk about "Hatches, Matches & 
Despatches" and 'blazing the trail' for our places or worship and 
community, so the more help the merrier. 

 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 22nd July – St Mary Magdalene 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 29th July – Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

No service at St Thomas’ 

11am Barn Service – change of venue to West Orchard 

 

Sunday 5th August – Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Parish Communion 
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Collect  

Almighty God,  
whose Son restored Mary Magdalene  
to health of mind and body  
and called her to be a witness to his resurrection:  
forgive our sins and heal us by your grace,  
that we may serve you in the power of his risen life;  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 
  
First Reading 
Song of Solomon 3.1-4  

Upon my bed at night 
   I sought him whom my soul loves; 
I sought him, but found him not; 
   I called him, but he gave no answer.  
‘I will rise now and go about the city, 
   in the streets and in the squares; 
I will seek him whom my soul loves.’ 
   I sought him, but found him not.  
The sentinels found me, 
   as they went about in the city. 
‘Have you seen him whom my soul loves?’  
Scarcely had I passed them, 
   when I found him whom my soul loves. 
I held him and would not let him go 
   until I brought him into my mother’s house, 
   and into the chamber of her that conceived me.   

 

 
Second Reading  

2 Corinthians 5.14-17 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so 

that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them.  
 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, 
we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new!  
 
Gospel Reading  

John 20.1-2,11-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.’  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she 
turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For 
whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 
to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
 
 
 


