
 

 
Notices for your diaries: 
 
PLEASE PRAY for Delia Johnson Lay Pastoral Assistant, Chalice Bearer 
and regular worshipper at St Thomas’s who has undergone surgery and is 
now recovering with her family in Andover. Details from John and Gwenda 
Porter. 
 
HARVEST LUNCH: Please join Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium 
Group  for a Simple Harvest Lunch on Sunday 7th October at 12.30 for 1.00 
pm in the Village Hall with the bar open.  We need to know numbers, so 
please book your tickets now from 
Hannah Kay 07967009353   hannah_kay@rocketmail.com 
 
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE SATURDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER: Jon Dakin   
and Rodney Atwood thank everyone who supported them and will report on 
the total raised when complete. 
 
There will be a TEAM SERVICE AT ST THOMAS’S on 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
30th September. 
 

A NEW MIDWEEK GROUP will be starting on Tuesday 25th September at 
7pm. It will meet alternate weeks at 5 Long Cross, Enmore Green, 
Shaftesbury SP7 8QP. This is on the A30 towards Sherbourne; the second 
house on the right after the Church Hill junction. Those who would like to 
join please contact us on 01747 850330 or 07933 992389. John and 
Amanda. 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT, SATURDAY 6th 
OCTOBER Please support this popular event in Motcombe Memorial Hall 
on Saturday 6 October 2018.  Teams of six or fewer will enjoy a light 
hearted quiz, a two course supper and coffee.  Bring your own drinks 
(glasses provided).  Doors open 7pm, quiz starts 7.30pm.  Tickets £10 pp 
from Chris Jones, 01747 850791. 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 23rd September – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 30th September – Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00am Team Service 

 

Sunday 7th October – Harvest 

9.30am Harvest Festival Communion 
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Collect  

 
Almighty God,  
you have made us for yourself,  
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:  
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself,  
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city  
where we shall see you face to face;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 
First Reading  Jeremiah 11.18-20   
 

It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 
   then you showed me their evil deeds.  
But I was like a gentle lamb 
   led to the slaughter. 
And I did not know it was against me 
   that they devised schemes, saying, 
‘Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
   let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
   so that his name will no longer be remembered!’  
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 
   who try the heart and the mind, 
let me see your retribution upon them, 
   for to you I have committed my cause. 
 
Second Reading James 3.13 - 4.3,7-8a 

 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 
they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

 

Gospel Reading Mark 9.30-37 

 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and 
three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ But they did not understand 
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.  

 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’  

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Lord, we pray that your grace  
may always precede and follow us,  
and make us continually to be given to all good works;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


