
 

St Thomas’s 

The church has been given through Lavinia Phillips a HORSE CHESTNUT 

sapling grown from a conker from a tree at Lissenhoek Commonwealth War 

Graves Cemetery in the Ypres Salient.  Jon Dakin will plant it in our 

churchyard to commemorate the Centenary of the Armistice.   

 
HYMNBOOKS AND NEW CUPBOARD: the Preservation Society have 
kindly paid for our new hymnbooks and a new cupboard acquired by Juliet 
Bichard and Jon Dakin on behalf of the P.C.C.. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for Delia Johnson Lay Pastoral Assistant, Chalice Bearer 
and regular worshipper at St Thomas’s who has undergone surgery. She is 
with her son’s family in Andover awaiting further investigation. 
 
INTERCESSIONS: at our last PCC, it was noted that in other Shaftesbury 
Churches, Prayers of Intercession are led by a member of the congregation. 
Alan Kirkham offered to draw up a rota of any volunteers for this at C.W. 
Communion Services (i.e. first two services of the month). A book (in the 
Vestry) of suggested prayers (by Susan Sayers) for each Sunday in the year 
can be used,or adapted. Please would you contact Alan if you are interested 
in joining the rota.  
 
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER: FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY St. John’s presents 
its Variety Concert in the Rutter room at the Shaftesbury Arts 
Centre. Musical Director – the incomparable David Grierson.  All our artists 
are from Enmore Green or have close connections – such as Vicars Simon 
Chambers, Anne Heywood and David Botterill.  Tickets are £12.50 to 
include a two course supper and coffee.  Tickets available from the 
Shaftesbury Tourist Centre or contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432. 
 
PARISH CONCERT AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL in the school chapel 7 p.m. 
22 November 7 for repairs to church buildings at Holy Name & St Edward 
King and Martyr. The school is hosting, the parish seeks support, volunteers 
to play, to make cakes, to sell tickets £10 each. Please contact Helen Jupp 
01747 850272 or helenjupp13@gmail.com 
 
OPEN HOUSE CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL Open House will again be 
providing a Christmas meal and Christmas Hampers for needy families in 
the Shaftesbury area and any contributions towards these will be much 
appreciated.  To help with this, collection boxes have been placed in each 
Church in Shaftesbury during November (with a list of suggested suitable 
items) for collection in early December. Thank you for your support. 
 

  
 
 

 

 
WELCOME to 

St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 
 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 11th November – Remembrance 

10.45am Service 

 

Sunday 18th November – 2nd Sunday before Advent 

No service at Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 25th November – Christ the King 

11.15am Matins 

 

 



 

 

 

Collect  

 
Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things In your beloved Son, the 
King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the 
families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be 
subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading   Jonah 3.1-5,10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth.  

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it.  

Second Reading Hebrews 9.24-28 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of 
the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, 
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not 
his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the 
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end 
of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is 
appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgement, so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

Gospel Reading  Mark 1.14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  

  

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said 
to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.  

 

 
 


