
 

St Thomas’s 
 

PLEASE PRAY for Ellen Brine, who has had a stroke but is now making a 
good recovery; and Delia Johnson, who has undergone surgery and is with 
her family in Andover awaiting further investigation. 
 
Please remember to bring SMARTIES POTS from Harvest Festival filled 
with appropriate coins to one of our Christmas services (and remind others). 
The money will be divided among our Christmas charities. 

 
ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION SOCIETY CHRISTMAS FAIR 
was held yesterday and we look forward to hearing the results. 

 
Lavinia Phillips arranged the gift of a HORSE CHESTNUT sapling grown 
from a conker from a tree at Lissenhoek Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in the Ypres Salient.  Simon Chambers planted it on the mound 
just outside the war memorial lychgate to commemorate the Centenary of 

the Armistice, following our 11 November service.  

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER ADVENT SERVICE 6 pm today, Father’s House. 
 
INTERCESSIONS: at our last PCC, it was noted that in other Shaftesbury 
Churches, Prayers of Intercession are led by a member of the congregation. 
Alan Kirkham offered to draw up a rota of any volunteers for this at C.W. 
Communion Services (i.e. first two services of the month). A book (in the 
Vestry) of suggested prayers (by Susan Sayers) for each Sunday in the year 
can be used,or adapted. Please would you contact Alan if you are interested 
in joining the rota.  
 

MESSAGE FROM KEVIN A very big thank you to St John's for hosting a 
farewell gathering last Sunday for those who couldn't get to St Peter's. It 
was lovely to see people from across the Team. Thank you all for your 
cards, presents, prayers and refreshments. Please continue to keep us in 
your prayers as we begin the second half of curacy. Liz & Kevin. 

 
FIFTY YEARS OF CHRISTINGLES! This ever popular children’s service, in 
its 50th year, will be held in St Peter’s, Shaftesbury on Sunday 9th 
December at 4.30pm. Come and enjoy a pre-Christmas treat. 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST THOMAS’S: Carols by Candlelight 6 p.m. 
23 December; ‘Midnight’ Mass: 10 p.m. 24 December; Family Service 11: 15 
Christmas Morning. 

  
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 2nd December – First Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 9th December – Second Sunday of Advent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 16th December – Third Sunday of Advent 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

 



 
 
Collect  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  
and to put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life,  
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  
that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
First Reading   Jeremiah 33.14-16 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be 
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 
 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13                                                 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that 
we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  
 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
 
 
Gospel Reading  Luke 21.25-36                                                            
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.’  
  

 
 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is  
 
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away.  
 
 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.’  
 

 
Post Communion 

O Lord our God,  

make us watchful and keep us faithful  

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;  

that, when he shall appear,  

he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service  

and joyful in his praise;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


