
 

St Thomas’s 
 
Please remember to bring SMARTIES POTS from Harvest Festival filled 
with appropriate coins to one of our Christmas services (and remind others). 
The money will be divided between our Christmas charities Open House 
and Water Aid. 

 
ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY CHRISTMAS FAIR held last 
Saturday raised £702. Thank you to all those people who donated money or 
contributed in any other way, and to the Committee members for their 
unfailing generosity and culinary expertise. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for Ellen Brine, who has had a stroke but is now making a 
good recovery; and Delia Johnson, who has undergone surgery and is with 
her family in Andover awaiting further investigation. 

 
Lavinia Phillips arranged the gift of a HORSE CHESTNUT sapling grown 
from a conker from a tree at Lissenhoek Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in the Ypres Salient.  Simon Chambers planted it on the mound 
just outside the war memorial lychgate to commemorate the Centenary of 

the Armistice, following our 11 November service. 

 
INTERCESSIONS: at our last PCC, it was noted that in other Shaftesbury 
Churches, Prayers of Intercession are led by a member of the congregation. 
Alan Kirkham offered to draw up a rota of any volunteers for this at C.W. 
Communion Services (i.e. first two services of the month). A book (in the 
Vestry) of suggested prayers (by Susan Sayers) for each Sunday in the year 
can be used,or adapted. Please would you contact Alan if you are interested 
in joining the rota.  

 
FIFTY YEARS OF CHRISTINGLES! This ever popular children’s service, in 
its 50th year, will be held in St Peter’s, Shaftesbury today at 4.30pm. Come 
and enjoy a pre-Christmas treat. 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST THOMAS’S: Carols by Candlelight 6:30 
p.m. 23 December; ‘Midnight’ Mass: 10 p.m. 24 December; Family Service 
11:15 Christmas Morning. 
 
For PEWSHEET ANNOUNCEMENTS please contact Rodney Atwood on 
01747 855255 of harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 9th December – Second Sunday of Advent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 16th December – Third Sunday of Advent 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 23rd December – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

6.30pm Carol Service 

 

 



 
 
Collect  
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great 
might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are 
grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful 
grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and 
glory, now and for ever. 

 
 
First Reading   Malachi 3.1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 
the days of old and as in former years.  

 
Second Reading Philippians 1.3-11                                                                         
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 
your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is 
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 

 
 
 

 
 
Gospel Reading  Luke 3.1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 

 
Post Communion 
Father in heaven,  
who sent your Son to redeem the world  
and will send him again to be our judge:  
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again,  
we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


