
 

 
St Thomas’s 

 
Please remember to bring SMARTIES POTS from Harvest Festival filled 
with appropriate coins to one of our Christmas services (and remind others). 
The money will be divided between our Christmas charities Open House 
and Water Aid. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for Ellen Brine, who has had a stroke but is now making a 
good recovery; and Delia Johnson, who has undergone surgery and is with 
her family in Andover awaiting further investigation. 

 
Lavinia Phillips arranged the gift of a HORSE CHESTNUT sapling grown 
from a conker from a tree at Lissenhoek Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in the Ypres Salient.  Simon Chambers planted it on the mound 
just outside the war memorial lychgate to commemorate the Centenary of 

the Armistice, following our 11 November service. 

 
TEAM SERVICE Our Team Service on 30th December will be held at St 
John’s, Enmore Green. Please do join us there. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM BARBARA PRIEST AT THE TEAM OFFICE. A big 
thank you to everyone for making me so welcome since I arrived at the 
Team Office. A very happy and blessed Christmas to you all and I look 
forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
 
 
For PEWSHEET ANNOUNCEMENTS please contact Rodney Atwood on 
01747 855255 of harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND ALL GOOD WISHES FOR  

THE  NEW YEAR TO ALL   
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 23rd December – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

6.30pm Carol Service 

 

Monday 24th December – Christmas Eve 

10.00pm Midnight Mass 

 

Tuesday 25th December – Christmas Day 

11.15am Christmas Communion 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office will be closed from Friday 21st 
December at 12 noon until Wednesday 2nd January at 9am  

mailto:harrietatwood@hotmail.com


 
Collect for Christmas Eve 
Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance  
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as 
our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him  
when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading for Christmas Eve  Isaiah 52.7-10 
 
Second Reading for Christmas Eve  Hebrews 1.1-4 
 
Gospel Reading for Christmas Eve John 1.1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
  
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.  
 
Post Communion for Christmas Eve 
Eternal God, for whom we wait, you have fed us with the bread of eternal life: 
keep us ever watchful, that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Collect for Christmas Day 
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have 
been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be 
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever 
 

 
First Reading for Christmas Day Isaiah 62.6-12 
 
Second Reading for Christmas Day Titus 3.4-7 
. 
Gospel Reading for Christmas Day Luke 2.1-7, 8-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  
  
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
Post Communion for Christmas Day 
God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of 
Bethlehem: may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and 
deeds; through him who is Christ the Lord. 
 


