
 

St Thomas’s 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY for Delia Johnson and Ellen Brine, who are both unwell. 
 
REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will leave the Shaftesbury Team at the end of 
March to take over the team of the Clarendon Benefice to the east of 
Salisbury.  May we congratulate Simon and pray for him and his family as 
they face the new challenge.  
 
SMARTIES POTS: so far a good response to our scheme has brought in 
£116 to donate to OpenHouse in Shaftesbury and Water Aid. If anyone has 
not brought back their Smarties Pots, it is not too late. Contributions would 
be very welcome. 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: there are two united service 
on Sunday 20th January to celebrate this important week, at Motcombe at 
9.30 a.m. (with Gillingham Methodist church) and at Father’s House at 10 
a.m. (jointly with Churches Together in Shaftesbury).  
 
LENT GROUPS: these start the week beginning 10 March and run five 
weeks. If you are able to host or lead one, please contact Elizabeth Preston 
850654 or lizziepreston1@gmail.com It is hoped to offer a wide choice of 
days and times. To take part please sign the list at the back of the church. 
  
OPEN HOUSE THANK YOU:  a warm thanks to everyone who contributed 

so generously to our Christmas Hamper Appeal. Over 120 visitors came to 

our Christmas party where we handed out hampers to needy families. Other 

hampers were delivered direct to those who were unable to come, or where 

we were informed of other families in need. You can also help us through 

Tesco’s blue token scheme during January and February. Funding received 

will be designated for volunteer training, so please remember to ask for a 

token every time you shop at Tesco and please continue to support us at 

Open House 
 
For PEWSHEET ANNOUNCEMENTS please contact Rodney Atwood on 
01747 855255 of harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
  

 
 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 13th January – Baptism of Christ 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 20th January – Third Sunday of Epiphany / Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 27th January – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

11.15am Matins 

 

 

mailto:lizziepreston1@gmail.com


 
Collect  

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water 
and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted 
children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 43.1-7 
 
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, 
   he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
   I have called you by name, you are mine.  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
   and the flame shall not consume you.  
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  
Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.  
 
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
   I will bring your offspring from the east, 
   and from the west I will gather you;  
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 
   and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
   and my daughters from the end of the earth—  
everyone who is called by my name, 
   whom I created for my glory, 
   whom I formed and made.’ 
 
 
Second Reading  Acts 8.14-17 
 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Gospel Reading   Luke 3.15-17,21,22 
 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered 
all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Post Communion 
 
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself 
as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your 
Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the 
new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


