
 

St Thomas’s 
 
PLEASE PRAY for the family of Delia Johnson, who sadly died recently. Her 
funeral is at St Thomas’s on Friday, 15 February at 2.30 p.m. 
 
REVD SIMON CHAMBERS’ last service is a team service at St James’s at 10 
a.m. on Sunday, 24 March.  It is a chance for all in his churches to say good-
bye over coffee and cake, before he leaves to take over the Clarendon Benefice 
to the east of Salisbury. 
 
SMARTIES POTS: a good response to our scheme has brought in a total of 
£134 for OpenHouse in Shaftesbury and Water Aid.  
 
ELECTORAL ROLL: it is time again to renew the forms. Please check your 
details on the board in south aisle and let Harriet Atwood know of changes. 
 
LENT GROUPS: these start the week beginning 10 March and run five weeks. 
If you are able to host or lead one, please contact Elizabeth Preston 850654 or 
lizziepreston1@gmail.com It is hoped to offer a wide choice of days and times. 
To take part please sign the list at the back of the church. 
  
OPEN HOUSE THANK YOU: a warm thanks to St Thomas’ Church for its 
donations of money and items for the Christmas Hamper Appeal. Not only did 
these help needy families at Christmas but will support our work over the 
coming months. Please continue to help us through Tesco’s blue token scheme 
during January and February by asking for a token every time you shop at 
Tesco. Funding will be designated for volunteer training. 

 

SACRED SPACE: a contemplative service of silence, reflection, music and 
prayer to draw close to God in St Mary’s, Motcombe at 6.00pm on Tuesday 19th 
February. All are welcome. 

 

WAITING FOR THE WORD. On Sunday 24th February 2019 at 3pm, at St 
Mary’s, Motcombe, Greg and Angie Underwood will present Waiting for the 
Word, a short programme of music for organ, piano and singing, linked together 
by readings followed by Afternoon Tea (included in the ticket price). Tickets cost 
£8.00 per person and are available from Gill Waine Tel: 851007, the 
Underwoods Tel: 854048, after Church at Motcombe and from the Village Shop. 
All proceeds to St Mary’s Church. 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 10th February – Fourth Sunday before Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 17th February – Third Sunday before Lent 

No service at St Thomas’  

 

Sunday 24th February – Second Sunday before Lent 

11.15am Matins 
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Collect  
O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, 
that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright:  
grant to us such strength and protection as may support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 
 
First Reading  Isaiah 6.1-8  
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one 
called to another and said: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
 
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 
 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 
sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 
 
 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 15.1-11 
Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
 
 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim 
and so you have come to believe. 
 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 5.1-11 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the 
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats 
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long but have 
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had 
done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 
So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed 
at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 
‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ When they had 
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Go before us, Lord, in all we do with your most gracious favour, and guide 
us with your continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and 
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name, and finally by your mercy 
receive everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


