
 

St Thomas’s 
 

Please stay after the service for the EASTER EGG HUNT in the churchyard 
and COFFEE in the church. 
 
ST THOMAS'S AGM will be held in the church on 26 April at 7pm; we need 
a volunteer to join Jon Dakin as churchwarden and also to join the Parochial 
Church Council. If you are interested, please speak to Jon or a sidesman 
after the service. 
 
ST THOMAS'S PRESERVATION SOCIETY AGM  will be held at 6.30pm 
on Friday 26th April in St Thomas's Church. This takes place just before the 
St Thomas's AGM and everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

St Thomas’s Preservatiuon Society is holding a JUMBLE AND PLANT 
SALE on Sat 15th June,  10.30 – 12.30 in the Village Hall. There will be 
jumble, nearly new clothes, plants, book stall, raffle, coffee and home made 
cakes.  Declutter your cupboards and drop your items off at the Village Hall 
on Friday from 5.00 to 7.00 pm. 
 

A WARM THANK-YOU to Liz Lindsay-Rea and all who helped with the 
annual spring cleaning a week ago Good Friday.  
 
ANNUAL CHURCHYARD TIDINESS is on Saturday mo0rning, 1 June, a 
week roughly before our pet service. Could anyone prepared to help contact 
churchwarden Jon Dakin teL; 855976 or Rodney Atwood tel: 855255. 
 
DINNER DANCE EVENING There will be a 3-course dinner dance, starting 
with Prosecco and canapes, on 11th May in St. Peter’s Church from 6.30pm 
to 11.00pm. Tickets are £25 each and are available from Margaret Mellor, 
Florence Mudoti, Emma Smith and Roz Butcher. There will be entertainment 
during the evening and some dancing. Contact by phone, email or in 
person. Email  r.e.butcher@btinternet.com or phone Roz on 01747 850212. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office will be closed from Monday 22nd to Friday 
26th April inclusive. 
 
 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 01747 855255 or 
email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 21st April – Easter Day 

11.15am Easter Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 28th April – Second Sunday of Easter 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 5th May – Third Sunday of Easter 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Collect 
 
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with 
him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. 
 
 
First reading:  Isaiah 65.17-25 
 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things 
shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever 
in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its 
people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no 
more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 
 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old 
person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years 
will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days 
of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. 
 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but 
the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain, says the Lord. 
 
Second reading: Acts 10.34-43 
 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging  

 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’ 
 
Gospel reading: Luke 24.1-12 
 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they 
were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still 
in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, 
and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the 
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up 
and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the 
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from 
the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may 
evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 


