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Sunday 26
th
 April ;  4

th
 in Easter  

                                 St James 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion BCP (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 
                                                10:00 a.m. Parish Service (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Readings: Acts ch. 4, vs. 5-12, 1 John ch. 3, vs. 16-end, John ch. 10, vs. 11-18 

                                                10:45 a.m. APCM  St James followed by shared lunch 
                                                2:00 p.m. Baptism of Siemma Lowe 

                                                3:00 p.m. Baptism of Milly Sainsbury 

 

Tuesday 28
th
 April St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                                 St John’s Church Hall 10:00 a.m. D.C.C. Meeting  

Wednesday 29
th
 April Vicarage        12:00 noon Churchwardens’ meeting  

                                      Abbey School 12:00 noon Collective Worship  
Thursday 30

th
 April St James            9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                                                              7:00 p.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Friday 1
st
 May St James                     9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                          St John’s church       12:00 noon Community lunch ;After the Lenten break St John's   

Community Lunch resumes on Friday next inSt John's - all welcome 
Sunday 3

rd
 May St James                   9:30 a.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                            St John                     6:30 p.m. Evensong (Elizabeth Preston) 

 

For your prayers this week: Chris Brady, Edward Jacson, Sheila Brock, Jean Hardiman, Pam Harries, Kath 
Dick, Norman Gosney & the family and friends of those who have died recently, John Mullins.  

 

Holy Communion on Sunday 26th April, the day of our A.P.C.M., will start at 10:00 a.m. to enable those 
from St John’s to join us. Coffee will be served afterwards. We are hoping to encourage more to join in with 

the A.P.C.M. meeting to find out how we are looking at moving forward with enthusiasm under the 'Rector-

ship' of Rev' Helen. A bring and share lunch will be laid up after the business is complete. Philippa is to step 
down from the role of Church Warden at the APCM having completed the three years. Please think who you 

would like in this role, or could you see yourself being part of the running of your church?  For more 

information please speak with Alan or Philippa.  

Churches Together in Shaftesbury and Gillingham are jointly organising a meeting to question the 
parliamentary candidates on Monday, 27

th
 April at Gillingham Methodist Church from 6:45 p.m.. Questions 

have to be sent in advance and can be put in a box at St Peter's up to Thursday 23
rd
 or sent to the Team office 

(office@stmin.org.uk).  
 

Do you know someone who struggles to read? Read Easy matches adults who want to learn to read with 

volunteers who can teach them. It’s free. See the notice board or contact the coordinator; tel 0844 5719576 

or 0774 8977 330. 
Summer lunch. There will be a lunch in the garden of Murray and Susan Walker to celebrate Chris Mahon’s 

70
th
 birthday on Sunday the fourteenth of June. This will be a fund-raising occasion for St James, to cost 

fifteen pounds per head for a three course lunch with wine. There will be music before lunch. If you wish to 
come, could you please put your name on the list at the back of the church. Further details will follow nearer 

the time. There will also be a short, half-hour recital given by Chris after church and coffee, for those who 

wish to stay.  
A chance to sing;“That’s a pretty brave programme” I thought to myself after sitting and reading the leaflet 

before the start of a Concert entitled ‘A Chance to Sing’ at St John’s Church, Enmore Green on St George’s 

Day. It contained vocal solos and duets, mandolin and guitar pieces as well as mandolin and piano work. The 

event was organised and compered by Anne-Louise Richards (vocals & guitar) and she was assisted by Sam 
Skey (vocals, mandolin and guitar) while David Grierson provided the keyboard accompaniment. The 

Concert was Anne-Louise’s way of giving something back to the local charity Children’s Chance who had 

supported and mentored her to develop her vocal skills enabling her to pass Trinity College, London’s 
Singing Examination at Grade 8 with distinction. She has a lovely voice and showed her versatility with the 

range of pieces she chose from Rogers & Hammerstein through Mozart, Faure and traditional English and 

Scottish folksongs encouraging us all to sing along with her at the end to ‘whistle a happy tune’ from the 
King & I. Sam proved a worthy partner in the performance –  at one stage tiptoeing  on the mandolin above 

the piano, each in turn leading the other with the melody, while vocally wooing an initially reluctant Anne-

Louise in ‘The keys of Canterbury’. David – invisible to me behind a pillar! – supported the other performers 

with beautiful playing, enhanced by the church’s good acoustic. Thanks are due to all the performers and 
those ‘backstage’ for a wonderful evening, but the credit chiefly belongs to Anne-Louise whose musical 

talents and personality have blossomed over the past few years, and who is now a very self-assured young 

singer and compere with a natural rapport with her audience. She is also happy to report that the concert 
raised £424.00 for Children’s Chance!  P.Cooper 



26 April, 2015 - The Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year B  

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 

whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: 

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful 

people, that in their vocation and ministry they may 

serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your 

name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit,one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Acts 4.5-12 

The Jewish rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, 

and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 

family. When they had made the prisoners stand in 

their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what 
name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if 
we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man 

has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 

you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead. This Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among mortals by which we 

must be saved.’  

Second Reading 

1 John 3.16-24 

We know love by this, that the Son of God laid down 

his life for us - and we ought to lay down our lives for 

one another. How does God's love abide in anyone 

who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister 

in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us 

love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 

And by this we will know that we are from the truth and 

will reassure our hearts before him whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, 

and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not 

condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we 

receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey 

his commandments and do what pleases God. And 

this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

just as he has commanded us. All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 

And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 

that he has given us.  

Gospel 

John 10.11-18 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and runs away - and the wolf snatches them 

and scatters them. The hired hand runs away - 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I 

am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 

know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have 

other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 

be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 

up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 

my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 

power to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.’  

Post Communion Prayer 

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be 

the good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down 

his life and rise again: keep us always under his 

protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Jesus said,  

“I am the good shepherd” 


