
Parish News for the Parish of St James and St John , Enmore Green in the Shaftesbury Team   

Sunday December 20th   Fourth Sunday in Advent 

St James 9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Revd Dr Simon Chambers 

Readings : Micah 5:2-5a , Hebrews 10: 5-10, Luke ch. 1, vs. 39-45 (46-55) 

Voluntaries : In : Es  ist ein Ros Entsprungen-J.Brahms   (  “A spotless rose is blooming” ) 

                        Out :  Nun komm,  der Heiden Heiland-JS Bach (“Now come , the Saviour of our race”) 

 St John    3:00 p.m. Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers  Carols  and readings , supported by the St John’s Occasional 

Singers, followed by tea and cake.  

Monday 21st December Carol singing around Enmore Green . Meet at 7 p.m. at the War Memorial.  This will 

be followed by mulled wine and mince pies. Money raised will be donated to the Weldmar Trust.  

Tuesday,  22nd December  St James   9:00 a.m.  Morning prayer  

                                              St John’s  2:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m. Stories around the Christmas Tree,   in the church. 

This will involve stories, singing, craft and fun, followed by tea and a small gift from the tree. : Contact  

Elizabeth (01747   850654 ) if your child has any dietary requirements.    

                                               St James 6:00 p.m. Carol singing around St James, led by Julian Richards, beginning 

in church at 6.00pm. We would love to “swell the ranks” this year and Julian would be pleased to hear that 

you will be joining us. Tel 852883 or e-mail julian@archaemedia.co.uk 

Thursday  24th December  Christmas Eve St James 11:30 p.m. Midnight mass  

                                                  A traditional midnight mass with full music and incense. 

        Voluntaries . In : The Holy Boy- John Ireland   Out :  In Dulci Jubilo (BWV 729)-JS Bach 

Friday , 25th December  Christmas Day  St James  10:00 a.m.  Christmas Festal Communion . Revd Dr Simon 

Chambers 

 Voluntaries :  In :Prelude on “ The Holly and the Ivy “-Herbert Sumsion 

                          Out : Improvisation on “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen”  Myron Roberts      

                                                                      St John’s 8:00  a.m.  Holy Communion  

Sunday 27th December  St John’s 10:00 A.M. TEAM SERVICE AND ST JOHN’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL The 

collection will be for children’ work in Shaftesbury.    

For our prayers this week: Sheila Brock, Diana Gowing, Harry Debrett, Jan Foot, Mary Pennell, and the 

family and friends of those who have recently died: Malcolm Torrent. 

Parish Christmas Cards-Help needed We are delivering Parish cards (with a leaflet “Prayer at St James “ ) and 

Churches Together in Shaftesbury cards. Please sign the list at the back of the church if you are able to help 

with the delivering. Cards will be available from Sunday December 13th. 

Christmas Greeting The Vicar, Revd. Dr Simon Chambers and the churchwardens would like to wish you all a 

blessed and peaceful Christmas.  

Christingle Service raised nearly £250 for the Children’s Society with a further donation of £50 and more 

candles to be collected. This is a magnificent amount, so thank you to all who supported it.  



20 December, 2015 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year C 

 Collect of the Day 

God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin 

Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she 

looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 

ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Micah 5.2-5a 

The LORD says to his people: But you, O Bethlehem 

of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 

Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when 

she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of 

his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he 

shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 

God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one 

of peace.  

Second Reading 

Hebrews 10.5-10 

When Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired, but a body you 

have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-

offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, 

“See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” (in the 
scroll of the book, it is written of me).’ When Christ 
said, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin-

offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then 
he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And 

it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

Gospel 

Luke 1.39-45(46-55) 

Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 

the hill country, where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 

heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 

why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 

Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound 

of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And 
Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with 

favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from 

now on all generations will call me blessed; for the 

Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 

his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. He has shown strength with 

his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 

his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for 

ever.’  

Post Communion Prayer 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your 

servants with your grace, that in all things we may 

embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Elizabeth said to Mary: "Blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a 

fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord." 

 

Luke 1.39-45 


