
Parish News for the Parish of St James and St John, Enmore Green, in the Shaftesbury Team 
 Sunday 29th January 2017  Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

                             St Peter’s  Team Communion 10:00 a.m. (Revd. Helen Dawes/Fr Mike Todd) 

                                        Readings: Malachi ch. 3, vs. 1-5, Hebrews ch. 2, vs. 14-18, Luke ch. 2, vs. 22-40 

                                   St James 2:00 p.m. Baptisms of Zach Harrison Michael Dominey and  

                                                                                             Frankie Harrison Russell Gibbs 

 

    Wednesday 1st February St James    9:00 a.m.   Morning prayer 

                                                                   2:00 p.m.  Abbey School service  

    Thursday    2nd February  St James   9:00 a.m.  Morning prayer 

                                                                   7:00 p.m.  CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

    Friday         3rd February   St James   9:00 a.m.  Morning prayer 

 

    Sunday       5th February     St James    9:30 a.m.  CW Parish Eucharist (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                                  St John      3:30 p.m.   Evensong (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

 

     Please pray for our neighbours and friends who are unwell: Sheila Brock, Peter Meacham,  

     Edgar Francis, Revd John Pearson, Heather Brookman, Murray Walker, the Ven. John Halliman  

     and Joan Jones; for all those whose names are on the prayer circle list, and for the family and  

    friends of Reg Alford, Doris Rawlings and Bridget Fitzhugh who died recently. 

 

February Labyrinth - the theme will be "Creation" as Creation Sunday falls on the 19th 

February. If you have a special reading, poem, piece of biblical or spiritual text or even a 

picture/ photograph which, for you embraces the joys and magnificence of God's wonderful 

creation please share it with others and let Philippa have a copy any time soon. Tel: 812365 or 

e-mail philippacf@gmail.com or leave in envelope at back of church marked for my 

attention.  Remember this is one of St James' initiatives for outreach to those in the community, 

those who visit the graveyard, or just pass through, as well as for our own use so it is good to 

have material from different sources.  Thank you. 

 

Save Our Hospital Beds Please fill in the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group Questionnaire 

which must reach the DCCG by Tuesday 28th February. This can also be done online at 

www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback. Questionnaires can be found in our churches, from the 

hospital, doctor's surgery or library and can be sent freepost. Page 2 is relevant to N. Dorset and 

pages 5 & 6 allow other comments. Please state why you personally feel it important to keep 

our beds in Shaftesbury. This is what the commissioning body are interested in. 

 

Volunteering Opportunity: School Governance There is a a vacancy for a foundation 

governor in each of Shaftesbury secondary school, Motcombe primary school and Shaftesbury 

primary school. After Easter there will also be a vacancy for a foundation director of the multi-

trust academy that the schools belong to. Please speak to Revd. Helen Dawes if you want to 

know more about the roles. 
 

Christian Aid dates: Lent Lunches will be happening as usual every Friday in Lent (see the poster). 

The first one will hosted by us, helped by Father's House. Last year over 100 came to the first lunch, so 

we need to have,  roughly ,a  total of 7 gallons or 28 litres of soup. We will have a bring–and-buy stall 

and donations are welcome.  On the day there will be gift aid envelopes on the tables. Waiters and 

waitresses are provided by the school, though we still need plenty of help on the day. I am e-mailing 

people who have helped in the past, but there is a list at the back of the church for volunteer soup makers 

and helpers. If you would like to help and I have not approached you, please contact me....tel 854741, 

antheahuband@hotmail.com.  Christian Aid Week is 15th-21st May, and the focus this year will be on 

refugees.  Christian Aid was set up 60 years ago to support refugees in Europe. Today 65m are displaced 

from their homes.  The need is vast. We will hold our usual door-to-door collection, so please consider 

becoming a volunteer to cover part of a street in our area. 

The Churches Together Lent groups are a good opportunity to come together with other Christians 

to share and reflect on God's word and what He might be saying to us. We try to have several groups 

covering different days and times of day, to suit as many people as possible but to do that we need 

leaders and hosts. Could you lead a group or host one in your home? If so, please either sign up 

at the Team Service today or contact Elizabeth Preston (01747 850654 or lizziepreston1@gmail.com 

) by Monday 30th January, stating what day/ time you would like to offer.. If you would like to know 

more before you commit yourself,  contact Elizabeth. The groups start the week beginning 6th March,  

for five weeks. 



29 January, 2017 - The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 

 Collect of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose 

beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance 

of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you with pure 

and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Malachi 3.1-5 

Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to 

prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight - indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 

will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 

LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. Then I will 

draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness 

against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 

swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in 

their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who 

thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of 

hosts.  

Second Reading 

Hebrews 2.14-18 

Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise 

shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy 

the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 

For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 

descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 

brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 

sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 

himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 

who are being tested.  

Gospel 

Luke 2.22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law 

of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord. (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the 

law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 

this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 

mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 

the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 

left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise 

God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished 

everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was 

upon him.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to 

welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts 

beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to 

bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for 

ever. Amen 

Simeon said Jesus is: “A light for  

revelation to the gentiles.” 
 

Luke 2.22-40 


