
PILGRIM – A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY Jeremy Mais & John Fuller 
are leading a two stage Pilgrim course. The 1st stage is led by Jeremy & is titled 
‘Follower’ starting on Thu 12th October at 7.30pm, the other led by John is titled 
‘Growing in faith’, and begins by looking at the Creeds and begins on Weds 11th 
October at 7.30pm. They are both held over 6 weeks in St Peter’s Church Hall– 
leaflets & posters are in church & more info is in the September keyring, or contact 
Jeremy 858931 or John 850079. 
 

ORDINATION OF KEVIN MARTIN, AS CURATE IN THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM on 
Wednesday 27th September at 7.00 p.m.  Food and drink will be served in the church 
hall after the service, if you are able to offer a plate of finger food for this special 
occasion, please sign the notice at the back of church.  More information from Gill 
Hunt 853707. 

 

LITTLE FISHES A new toddler group – Little Fishes has started! 

Little Fishes is a new toddler group for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers with their 
parents or carers, and will run fortnightly at St Peter's Church, the next meeting is on 
Thursday 28th September at 10.30am.  Bring your little one along to enjoy a simple 
bible story, craft and sing-along. For further details please ring Karen Dickson on 
855343. 
 

WORLD'S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING - FRIDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 
There will be a Coffee Morning for MacMillan Cancer Support in St Peters on the 
morning of the 29th September at 10am. Donations of cake or Raffle prizes would be 
most welcome. If you are able to help on the day that would also be most welcome.  
Sandra.   
 

HARVEST LUNCH on Sunday 1st October 12.30  for 1.00 p.m.  Please sign the 
notice in church if you wish to attend.  Cost £5 for an adult, children free. More 
information from Gill Hunt 853707. 
 

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES (OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD) - The date for 
blessing and sending off our packed shoe boxes for children in deprived and war-torn 
areas of the world is Sunday 19th November. Therefore, if you haven’t done so 
already, it’s time to start knitting and shopping for those small treats that give so much 
pleasure to their recipients.  

As usual, for those who would rather give money, I will purchase items and pack a box 
on your behalf. Please, no clothes other than hats gloves or scarves, nothing sharp, 
no liquids, nothing to do with war, only wrapped sweets (no chocolate) and no used 
items. This year the suggested handling and shipping donation is £5.  
Guidelines are in the leaflets which are now available on a table near the main door, 
and if you are able to include a photo of yourself or a Christmas card with your own 
simple message, that would be great!  
The small cream swing bin is again available for gifts and knitted items that I will pack 
into shoe boxes on your behalf.      Elizabeth Selwood 
 
 
 

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Worshipping Christ with others, Taking Christ to others, 

Serving Christ in others, Bringing others to Christ 
 

 
 

Sunday 24th September – Fifteenth After Trinity  
9.30am Parish Communion with baptism of  Margot-Rose Alexandria Rios 

Readings: Jonah 3.10 - 4.11   Philippians 1.21-30   Matthew 20.1-16 
Readers: David and Margaret Pearson  Intercessor: Ann Dennis 

Anthem: Love divine, all love’s excelling – Gerald Knight 
Voluntary: Toccata, from ‘Suite Gothique’ – Leon Boellmann 

 

Sunday 1st October – Harvest Festival  
9.30am Harvest Festival Family Service   

 

Sunday 8th October – Seventeenth After Trinity 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion  

9.30am Parish Communion 
Readings: Isaiah 5.1-7    Philippians 3.4b-14   Matthew 21.33-46 

Readers: Gill & Sarah Hunt   Intercessor: Mindy Bennett 
 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 

The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  

Mon - Fri    8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday   10.30am  Holy Communion (Except 16th August) 
 

SEPTEMBER  
Sun 24th   3.00pm  Shaftesbury Silver Band Concert 
Tue 26th   7.30pm  Sing and Praise 
Wed 27th   7.00pm  Ordination of Kevin Martin by Bishop Nicholas 
Thu 28th   10.30am Little Fishes 
Fri 29th    10.00am Coffee Morning for MacMillan Cancer Support 
Sat 30th    9.00am  Ministry Team Prayers and meeting at St Peters 
 

OCTOBER 
Wed 11th   7.30pm  Pilgrim Course “Grow” begins (Church Hall) 
Thu 12th   10.30am Little Fishes 
Thu 12th   7.30pm  Pilgrim Course “Follow” begins (Church Hall) 
Sat 14th   8.30am  Mens Breakfast  
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12noon Thursday  



Collect 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning 
fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the 
gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active 
in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

First Reading Jonah 3.10 - 4.11  

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he 
did not do it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He 
prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my 
own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you 
are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be 
angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city.  
 The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about 
the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’  
 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he 
said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into 
being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?’  

Second Reading Philippians 1.21-30  

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between 
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so 
that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 
again.  
 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he 

has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 20.1-16  

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, 
he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
“Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has 
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired 
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when 
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 
But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you 
our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Janet Grant; for all residents in our local care and nursing homes and for the staff 

there who care for them. 

For those who have died.  

For our community.  For those who serve us in our community.   

For the world:  For those suffering following flooding in Bangladesh, and those affected by 

storms across the Caribbean and the USA. For all places where there is conflict and in 

particular for Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan.   


