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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  Vacant

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.UK

                                                        Pam  has Friday as her day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                 Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:                     The Revd Pam Rink    pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712
Editor:                                            Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                   Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury              Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury              Christine Mitchell                      01747 858219
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Leading Article

Dear Friends
 
 Spring has sprung!  There is a vase of Spring flowers on the corner of my desk 
as I write and on my knees in the garden it is very easy to thank God for his wonderful 
creation.  How easy it is to leave it at that but that is exactly where we shouldn’t leave it.  
God presented us with a beautiful and perfect world and we thoughtlessly pollute and 
destroy it.
 Psalm 24 tells us that “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it”, well, how 
would you look after your neighbour’s house and garden when they were on holiday?  
Better, I hope, than we are looking after God’s garden!   We as human beings, are also 
part of God’s creation but we read in Genesis that God placed man to rule over the 
animal kingdom – and a rotten, careless ruler he is proving to be.  That rule should be 
one of love and care towards all creation, including other human beings, and that rule 
should reflect God’s love.
 We are all happy to remark that God is love – we are made in God’s image but 
where is the love?   The word ‘Stewardship’ isn’t actually used in the Bible but that is 
what we have been given.  The earth is God’s creation and it has been placed in our 
hands for safekeeping.  We have become aware over recent years that man sometimes 
usurps his God-given position; he forgets that he is a creature beside nature’s other 
creatures and ‘rules’ over the earth in a way which fails to reflect love.
 If we are stewards then we need to ensure that our children and grandchildren 
can enjoy the earth in the way that others have done throughout history.  We are being 
warned that through climate change, there is an imminent danger that for many of our 
grandchildren the world may become an inhospitable place in which it may be difficult 
to see God’s glory.
 Here we are, in Eastertide, hopefully remembering that God loved us enough 
to give his only son to save us.  Let us return that love in the way we treat God’s creation 
– with love and respect.
 Enough!  My soapbox is getting wobbly – I have climbed up on it far too often 
of late – but as a countrywoman I hate to see the way we treat God’s wonderful world.  
We are so blessed to live here in Dorset and even during this pandemic we have all had 
somewhere beautiful to take our exercise.  Next time we are on our knees in the garden 
do let’s remember to say a quick prayer of thanks and better still be extra careful with 
the recycling!

Jo Johnson
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St Peter’s
St Peter’s will open its doors for parish communion on Sunday 14th March. Due to the 
flooding of the crypt, toilet and kitchen this is a week later than the other churches in 
the team, but some members of the congregation were able to enjoy a service at St 
James’ on March 7th. A team of cleaners, dusters and polishers have managed to make 
St Peter’s a welcoming place of worship once again, although with social distancing still 
in place. 

Please note that car parking charges are being introduced on Sundays from April 2021 
at the Angel Lane and Bell Street Car Parks . 

As lockdown starts to ease many of us have coped with restrictions by reading more 
than usual, and in some cases have discovered interests of which we were previously 
unaware. Losing oneself in a book can become a real antidote to anxiety and so has 
been particularly pertinent during the past year. There are still so many adults, however, 
in our country, who are unable to read and Ros Butcher has sent us the following article 
for World Book Day on March 4th to raise awareness of those who cannot read. 

Encourage an adult to learn to read this World Book Day!

Question:  Do you know an adult who struggles to read?  Answer: Yes; maybe; not 
sure; possibly.
We, Read Easy Blackmore Vale North, are using World Book Day 2021 to encourage 
adults who struggle to read to come forward and ask for help.  We offer free, 
confidential, one-to-one coaching from trained volunteers.

World Book Day is on 4th March.  It aims to inspire children to read for pleasure and read 
together with their families. But when parents and grandparents themselves cannot 
read they aren’t able to inspire their children.  Many miss out on the important bonding 
time that comes with sharing a bedtime story.  One in six adults in England have very 
poor literacy skills (National Literacy Trust 2012). For them, everyday tasks such as 
booking a doctor’s appointment, reading road signs or doing the food shopping can be 
incredibly challenging. Life during lockdown has been particularly hard for those with 
low literacy skills because parents who cannot read have found it impossible to home-
school their children.  Many have been unable to keep on top of the Government’s 
ever-changing health guidance.

So, we ask you, do you know someone who cannot read?  If you do, please pass on our 
phone number, and encourage them to make a call that could transform their lives.  
Thank you. 
For more information, please contact Jenny on 07748 977330 or email jenny@readeasy.
org.uk

mailto:jenny@readeasy.org.uk
mailto:jenny@readeasy.org.uk
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Bernard and Pam Thomas 
Bernard and Pam Thomas are about to move closer to their daughter near  Worthing, 
West Sussex and reflect on their time at St Peters.
 
They arrived in Shaftesbury on 1st July 2005 having spent the previous eight years living 
in the Republic of Ireland. They initially attended St Peter’s  for  the 0800 Sunday morning 
service, where Bernard was drafted in as sidesperson, and then moved to the 0930 
worship and participation in the coffee rota. Around this time Pam joined the Prayer 
Chain praying for those in particular need and in 2010 set up the Stations of the Cross 
which was held on the Wednesday of Holy week and was still running until lockdown 
in 2020; she also set up a contemplative prayer group at home which ran for five or six 
years. 

As with most newcomers to a parish Bernard joined the PCC and also became active with 
church maintenance: he had undertaken similar tasks when they lived in Oxfordshire 
in the 1990’s, and he became a familiar sight up a ladder, adjusting lighting and sound 
levels.
  
Bernard later became involved in the production of Key Ring (later taken up by Keith 
and Mary Milburn) and at that time run by Mike Crossley in Motcombe. Like many other 
things in the modern world most of the production is now handled by the office copier 
(copy, fold and staple - wonderful!) 

In recent times Bernard has joined the Friends of St Peter’s and both he and Pam have 
distributed the Christmas and Easter service notices as part of the Churches Together 
initiative. They have also carried out house to house collections for Christian Aid Week.

And finally a big thank you – in 2006 Pam contracted bowel cancer from which she has 
now thankfully recovered. At the time the couple were very grateful for the prayers and 
support they received from the St Peter’s congregation. 
We now offer them a big thank you for all their contributions and hope they will be very 
happy in their new home.   
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Terms & Conditions: 1. This discount is solely redeemable by the presenter of the voucher, who may use it against the purchase of a Southern Co-op funeral plan for 
themselves or an immediate family member, but must be the person paying for the funeral plan. 2. The discount is only redeemable at Southern Co-op owned Funeralcare 
funeral homes. 3. The voucher may not be exchanged for cash. 4. The discount will be deducted from the retail price of the funeral plan purchased at time of sale. 5. Only 
one discount is available per funeral plan. 6. The voucher must be presented at the time of purchase. 7. This voucher has no cash value and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other discount, voucher, o�er or promotion. 8. The decision of Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited in relation to each discount is final and binding. 9. Voucher 
will be void if reproduced or photocopied. 10. Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited reserves the right to withdraw this promotion at any time. 11. This voucher is valid 
until 31.05.2021 KR01/20

Here’s a good plan
£100 towards your 
family’s peace 
of mind

funeralcare.co.uk
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St James

4th April  Easter Sunday   9.30am   Easter Communion
11th April                                   6pm   Pilgrim Service
18th April                             9.30am   Parish Communion
25th April                                  6pm   Reflective Evening Eucharist

Somerset Easter Cakes

I was going to give you the traditional Easter biscuit recipe and then came across this 
one in an old book of my Grandmother’s. It is simple to make and has ingredients which 
you will probably have in stock anyway.

The story goes that the Duke of Monmouth fell into a ditch when he was fleeing from 
the Battle of Sedgemoor. A local woman, thinking that he was in fact a poor man 
caught up in the struggle, baked these buns for him to take as he fled, not knowing 
who he really was. You don’t have to be on the run to enjoy these!

For 24 buns: heat your oven to 180c/350f/gas 4
225g plain flour
100g butter cut into small pieces
100g caster sugar
100g currants
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1 egg, beaten
2 tbs brandy
Milk to mix

Sift the flour into a bowl and rub in the butter until the mixture looks like breadcrumbs.
Stir in the sugar, currants, cinnamon.
Mix in the egg and brandy and enough milk to make a soft dough that falls somewhat 
reluctantly from the spoon.
Spoon the mixture into well greased bun tins and bake for 20-25 minutes
Cool slightly before taking out of the tins and eat.
Happy Easter.

Sara Jacson
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Thursday 1 April 
Our Easter Garden will be outside St. John’s

Friday 2 April – Good Friday    9.45am    Meditation at the Cross

Easter Sunday -  4 April
9.30am. Easter Communion in St. James Church
Please advise if you need transport

Sunday 11 April      11.15am      Morning Prayer

Sunday 18 April     11.15am      Parish Communion

Sunday 25 April  - 11.15am      Morning Prayer

As we move forward in hope to the ending of the present lockdown, Services in St. 
John’s will continue but the content may change from time to time.  The singing 
of hymns may be allowed and we can meet each other without masks and enjoy 
socialising once again.  

On the 6th April, David and Elizabeth Preston leave us to move to their new home in 
Bracknell.  The constant delays have been a very frustrating time for them but it has 
been to the advantage of St. John’s as they have been able to help your three Deputy 
Church Wardens, Jo, Diane and Jean, to get to grips with all the business of church life.  
We wish them well for the future. 
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Operation Valentine Smile – February 14th
Some of our wonderful villagers wanted to spread a little cheer on this loving day, 
ensuring that everyone knew they were included, thought of and loved.  Every single 
resident, both adults and children, were surprised to receive a delicious homemade 
decorated cupcake delivered personally to their door by a dedicated group of helpers 
who have been supporting villagers during the Lockdowns.
Motcombe is a very special village with exceptional community spirit and a great big 
heart, which is why every cupcake was delivered a card showing a big red heart and 
the words ‘Motcombe loves you’.  Villagers were asked to post a photo on the village 
Facebook page showing themselves, or their dog, cat or gold fish, enjoying their 
cupcake.  It was an imaginative way to celebrate Valentine’s Day and show practically 
how to ‘Love One Another’.

Churchyard Clean Up
We have a wonderful group of villagers who keep our churchyard looking beautiful 
throughout the year.  There is lots of evidence that Spring is on its way but winter 
storms have taken their toll so we were very grateful for their hard work on March 
19th when they ‘Blitzed the Churchyard’.  Many hands made light work as they cleared 
debris and found lots of Spring flowers.  They were rewarded with tea and cakes in the 
churchyard and a chance for socially distanced conversations.

Motcombe Primary School  
The new Spiritual Garden opened by Bishop Karen last October, is becoming a 
wonderful sanctuary for both whole class, small group and individual one to one 
sessions.  Tips of bulbs are showing through the soil and soon there will be a blast 
of colour to greet pupils.  The next exciting project is the development of a Forest 
School at the bottom of the school field.  Earth from the ground works of the spiritual 
garden has already formed banks and young saplings were planted last Spring. 
Once completed, this will enable the pupils to explore many aspects of the National 
Curriculum in a safe outdoor environment. 

Wheels for the World Supported Distribution 
Thank you for your interest and prayers for this project working with Hope Health 
Action (HHA) to distribute a container full of wheelchairs and mobility aids.  Our prayer 
card verse was ‘Nothing is impossible with God’.  In spite of poor internet connection in 
the Bidi Bidi Refugee Camp in Northern Uganda, we were able to use WhatsApp photos 
and messaging when video calls were impossible to support our HHA partners seating 
clients and adapting wheelchairs   Over 200 refugees had their lives transformed 
through the gift of a wheelchair, elbow crutches or walking aid.  Children were given 
wheelchairs so they could go to school, parents were given buggies for their disabled 
child so they were relieved of the burden of carrying them everywhere and adults, who 
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had previously crawled or been stuck inside their hut, received wheelchairs to get them 
safely socialising, going to church, hospital or the market.
Every client had a harrowing story of why and how they had fled from civil war in South 
Sudan bringing only what they could carry.  These disabled people were marginalised, 
undervalued and poor before UNHCR cut their food rations by 40% due to lack of 
funding.  Life in the camp is a challenge but their faith and resilience is a lesson to 
us all as we take so much for granted living in the affluent West.  Further details 
and individual stories of how lives have been transformed can be found on www.
throughtheroof.org

ANSWERS TO FAMOUS PEOPLE QUIZ IN MARCH KEY RING

1. Louis Armstrong      13. Bertrand Russell

2. Anthony Eden      14. Ruth Prawer Jhawala

3. Gene Hackman      15. Freddie Flintoff

4. Hugh Gaitskell      16. Bob Hawk

5. Agatha Christie      17. Freddie Mercury

6. Stanley Matthews      18. Sachin Tendulkar

7. Anne Frank       19. Doris Lessing

8. Benjamin Disraeli      20. Dwight D. Eisenhower

9. Roger Bannister      21. Frida Kahlo

10. Aung San Suu Kyi      22. Diego Maradona

11. Charles de Gaulle      23. Liz McColgan

12. Nicky Lauda      24. George Orwell

http://www.throughtheroof.org
http://www.throughtheroof.org
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in April
It’s wonderful to be able to hold services in church again. For the time being, because 
of the Team situation, there will normally be only one service a month in Compton. 
But in April, we’re lucky enough to have three, because we also have services on Good 
Friday and Easter Day:

Friday  2nd   April - Good Friday 10.00am       Service of Meditation &                                
                                                                                            Quiet   Prayer  
Sunday 4th   April - Easter Day 11.15am       Morning Worship 
Sunday 16th April   11.15am       Parish Communion

Sadly, we still won’t be able to sing during the services, but there will be music and we’ll 
be able to meet and worship together.

We are obviously welcome to attend services in the other churches when we have none 
in Compton. There are also various groups throughout the Team which meet together 
informally for prayer and/or discussion. If you would be interested in finding out more 
about these – or in forming a group like that in Compton - you can contact the Team 
Office or speak to Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk )

Church Roof – and Light Bulbs!
You may have noticed builders working on the church roof during March. There has 
been a slight leak in the side chapel and the roof has needed rather more mending 
than we expected. Luckily, no serious damage was done to the inside of the church, 
or to any of the fittings, but, like any old building, ours requires constant vigilance and 
maintenance – and it’s not always easy. 

One problem we have is the height of the light fittings, which are too high to reach 
easily. This makes it very difficult to change the bulbs in a safe way and the electrician 
who gave us a quote would have charged £2000 to do them all. (We understand why, 
but it’s a lot of money to spend on changing light bulbs!) If you can help, or can provide 
an easy solution, we should be very glad to hear from you.  

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

Daffodils planted by John Hathaway at the lych gate
Welcome back to services at St Thomas’s

28th March 11.15am  Palm Sunday Parish Communion              
2nd April  12noon   Good Friday Meditation led by Rodney
4th April                 11.15am                  Easter Communion
11th April               11.15am                   Matins 
25th April               11.15am                  Parish Communion

Sylvia Margaret Dudman (11 September1936 – 29 January 2021)
St Thomas’s Church was as full as Covid circumstances permitted when family and 
friends gathered to pay a fitting farewell to a true village personality.  Revd Pam Rink 
took the service and read poems chosen by Sylvia. Julie Mead, Sylvia’s elder daughter, 
gave the eulogy, which can be read in full in the spring issue of Spreadeagle. Sylvia 
was born in Kent but moved to Shaftesbury during the war. She married Tony in 1958 
at Cann Church. When children arrived, she became involved in nearly all aspects of 
Melbury Village life.  She won first prize for a cake at the VPA Village Show, her first entry 
and the start of sixty years as a member.  She was several times president and secretary 
of the W.I., attending a Buckingham Palace garden party.  
The service at St Thomas’s concluded as the family followed the coffin across the road. 
The sun shone as Sylvia was buried next to her husband Tony.

Sheelah Mary Turner (1 September 1925 -- 12 February 2021) who was well known 
and much loved in Melbury and Shaftesbury, died in Westminster Memorial Hospital.  
A private family cremation is on March 12th and a service will be held later this year to 
celebrate her life. Sheelah was a member of St Thomas’s Preservation Society for over 
40 years.
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Jim Ransome 1923 - 2020
Jim was born at Almond Cottage, Cann Common, and lived nearly all his life within 
10 miles of Shaftesbury. Jim enjoyed his years at Melbury Abbas School and learnt 
excellent maths and exquisite hand-writing there. His first job was delivering groceries 
by bicycle in Shaftesbury. Before long he started to work for the Post Office and was 
soon delivering telegrams. He was a ‘postie’ all his working life. He married Betty in 1951 
and moved to Yew Tree Cottages in Cann Common where he lived for 20 years. A fuller 
description of his life in Melbury and Cann is in the Spring issue of Spreadeagle. Jim 
generously left a bequest to St Thomas’s.
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Orchards and Margaret Marsh

We held our first service of 2021 at St Margaret’s on 7th March; a Matins, and it was good 
to be back in our dear little church and see everyone. At the time of writing we hope 
that the Mothering Sunday service at St Luke’s goes well. It is always a special service, 
especially if the children come along.

For the immediate future we will have a service in St Margaret’s on the first Sunday 
of each month and at St Luke’s on the second Sunday of each month, alternating 
Communion and Matins. 

On Easter day, 4th April, the service at St Margaret’s is a Communion at 11.15am. We 
plan to spring clean and decorate for this on Saturday 3rd April. Anyone wishing to help, 
please contact Do Trowbridge on 01747 852195 so that we can coordinate.

Village Warden post vacant at West Orchard
A Village Warden is required in West Orchard to remove litter regularly from the verges, 
whilst doing so observing the state of drains, Notices for the Noticeboard etc and 
report back any concerns to the Parish Council. There is a small remuneration for this 
post
Please contact Michael Bone 01747 812278

St Thomas East Orchard
Your help would be really appreciated in mowing the grass and keeping the 
Churchyard tidy at St Thomas’s, East Orchard
Please contact Annie Barnes 01747 811333
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fi onabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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07933 992389



24

The Shaftesbury 
Committee 
since 1952

QUIZ FUN OVER EASTER

“It’s nearly the end of the lockdown quiz” by the Children’s Society. 

The lockdown has had a significant impact on children and young people. Think of the 
news items on poverty, food banks, loss of employment, lack of social contact and its 
implications for the mental health of young people and it’s no surprise that there’s been 
an increased need of support for vulnerable children and young people.

The Children’s Society has, against all odds, adapted to new ways of providing support 
and has continued to help improve the lives of children. Donations are all the more 
necessary due to the impact of the pandemic. You can help and, in the process, have 
some enjoyment.

Indeed, the quiz has been devised for your fun and interest, to share with your family, 
challenge your neighbour and to send on to whomever you would like anywhere in 
the world. Maybe you would like to use it for a family competition! We simply invite 
you to make a donation through a Just Giving link (or by cheque to our treasurer). The 
questions will be sent out from the end of March. If you do wish to return them (by 
18th April), the two highest scores will receive a gift/book token with any ties drawn 
from ‘the hat’. To get your copy of “It’s nearly the end of the lockdown quiz” then mail 
ShaftesburyCSoc@yahoo.com with the message “Quiz please” and feel free to send it 
to whoever you wish. OR if you simply want to make a donation go to: https://www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaftesburycsocquiz2021?utm_term=XQGpvW9Xa

ALYSSA’S STORY
Alyssa is nearly 16. She lives in a small town with her mum, stepdad and two siblings. 
She loves debating politics and considers her voice her greatest strength. But not so 
long ago, Alyssa felt like she was ‘drowning’. When she was younger, she watched her 
dad hit her mum. Other times he would hit her too. 
They moved away. Alyssa was excited to leave it all behind. However, soon she was 
being bullied by the girls in her new school. She kept all her emotions bottled up. She 

mailto:ShaftesburyCSoc@yahoo.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaftesburycsocquiz2021?utm_term=XQGpvW9Xa
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaftesburycsocquiz2021?utm_term=XQGpvW9Xa


25

felt like no one would understand.  ‘I used to have really bad outbursts. People would 
say, “Oh she’s just a normal teenage girl” or “she’s just too hormonal”, but, secretly, I 
didn’t know how to cope with myself and I didn’t know my own body.’ 

It all got too much. Alyssa knew she needed help. But she didn’t know who to turn to. 
Eventually, she told her mum everything. It was here that things started to look up. ‘The 
first person who listened to me was my mother. When she just believed me completely, 
it felt like a massive weight off my shoulders.’ 

Alyssa was referred to Kerry, a Children’s Society therapist. They meet each week and 
talk through her thoughts and feelings. Having someone she can trust has made all 
the difference. ‘I didn’t believe therapy would help... then as the sessions went on, I was 
noticing a big change. Whether it was that I could look at myself in the mirror again 
or talk to a new person. It brought back the Alyssa that I knew, that I love and that 
everyone else around me seems to love.’ 

Today, Alyssa walks down the corridor at school with confidence. She can chat to her 
friends. She is calm when meeting new people. She has hopes and dreams. If she feels 
herself getting anxious or panicked, she knows what to do.  ‘I’ve learned that I don’t 
have to be perfect for anyone. I don’t need to change the way I am because someone 
else doesn’t like it. I want to go to New York really badly. All my favourite films have 
been filmed there so it would be a massive dream of mine... I know I can do it. I just 
need to push myself.’

Help people like Alyssa and get your copy of “It’s nearly the end of the lockdown quiz” 
then mail ShaftesburyCSoc@yahoo.com with the message “Quiz please.”

WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Over the last year three of our committee have stepped down. One due to a house 
move, a second after over 30 years’ service and the third due to personal and local 
community commitments. They contributed to getting vital support out to children 
and young people who deserve better life opportunities.

The needs of many children have been increased due to the pandemic so we wish 
to keep on raising money to help those basic needs be met. So, you may be just the 
person to help achieve this.
Please contact John Massink (07933 992389) if you would like to help with this. Such a 
lot can be achieved from just a week or two of equivalent time across the year.
We’d love to hear from you!

John Massink, Chairperson, Shaftesbury Children’s Society.



26

HOW MANY OF THESE DORSET LANDMARKS CAN YOU IDENTIFY?
Answers in the May issue of Key Ring

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH 2021

ISSUE IS FRIDAY 12th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MAY 2021 ISSUE IS 
FRIDAY, 9TH APRIL AT 

5PM



And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:14


