
Notices 
Motcombe School Spiritual Garden. Do look at the photographic display of 
the new Spiritual Garden which is at the back of church behind the font.  Bishop 
Karen opened it last October but unfortunately, due to a lockdown, parents, 
carers and villagers have been unable to visit and see how a small patch of 
playing field has been transformed.  It is now an oasis of colour, texture and 
fragrance where pupils are able to reflect, explore, listen to stories or just be ‘in 
the moment’. Thank you for your interest and prayers. 

Christian Aid Week is from 10th-16th of May. A door-to-door collection in the 
village is not possible this year, but there will be envelopes in the Church for 
people to take away to fill.  

Churches Together Shaftesbury Pentecost Service will be held at 
Shaftesbury Abbey on Sunday 23rd May at 4pm.  Please respect Covid-19 
guidance, bring your own chairs and note that there will be no wet weather 
alternative. The service is suitable for ALL ages (children will be especially 
welcome but there is uneven ground for older people to be aware of). 

Children’s Society Annual Street Collection.  The annual street collection is 
licensed to take place on Saturday 26th June.  Can anyone help with a 1 hour 
slot (or more) between 9am-5pm on Saturday 26th June in the High Street? We 
will provide any guidance needed and will ensure it is conducted in a safe way.  
Please contact John Massink on 07933 992389 or by e-mail 
to ShaftesburyCSoc@yahoo.com by 22nd May.  

The Team Office will be closed for the May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 
3rd May 

Other Services across the Team this Sunday 
St Peter’s       9.30am  Family Service 
St James’        9.30am  Parish Communion 
Enmore Green  11.15am  Family Service 
Margaret Marsh 11.15am  Matins 

Other Services across the Team next Sunday 
St Peter’s     9.30am   Parish Communion 
West Orchard  11.15am  Parish Communion 
Melbury Abbas  11.15am  Matins 
St James’      6.00pm  Pilgrim Service 

 
Notices for next week’s pew sheet should be sent by Wednesday to 
Simon Hutchinson at Hutchinson_SCJ@hotmail.com 
                                                

WELCOME 
to 

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe 
Newcomers and visitors are always welcome. 

 

Sunday, 2nd May 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

6.00pm   Reflective Evening Communion   Rev Pam Rink 
 

Events this Week 

Morning prayer is said at 9.00am Monday to Wednesday and on 
Saturday.  
Holy Communion is said on Thursdays at 10.00am – all welcome.  

Thursday  10.00am  Holy Communion 

 

Next Sunday, 9th May 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9.30am   Parish Communion        Rev Tim Heaton 
      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this pew sheet home to keep you informed of events 
this week and commend them all to your prayers. 

 

For more information on church activities, or if you would like to get in touch 
regarding any other matter, please contact 

Team Vicar: Revd Pam Rink:  01747 590712      pam@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
Churchwardens: Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
                                  Liz Pocock  01747 852647 jepocock@uwclub.net 
LPAs Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
 Ann Surtees  01747 229397 mootcottage@aol.com 
Team Administrator: Barbara Priest, 01747 853060   office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe  Website: www.shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
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Collect  
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome 
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace 
going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we 
may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

First Reading – Acts 8:26-end    
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got 
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you 
understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides 
me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Second Reading - 1 John 4.7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who 
say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also. 

Gospel – John 15.1-8 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. 

Post Communion 
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to 
walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and 
reigns, now and forever. 

Please pray for: 

 those who live in Elm Hill, Elm Close and Red House Close; 

 healing and wholeness in body, mind and spirit for those who are suffering ill 
health. 

 our wonderful flower arrangers and those who clean the church and polish the 
brass and silver, giving thanks for all they do 

 all who are struggling with loneliness, reduced circumstances or anxiety;  

 those who mourn the loss of loved ones, especially the families of Julie 
Fallowfield and Mike Andrews. 

 
To whom shall I turn? If at any time you feel the need to talk or pray with 
someone please telephone or email Revd Pam, Gill Waine or Ann Surtees, the Lay 
Pastoral Assistants (LPAs), Gill or Liz, the church wardens. All contacts are 
overleaf. 
 
 


