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The Lord is my light and my salvation;
                   whom shall I fear?
  The Lord is the stronghold of  
         my life;

      of whom should I be afraid?

     PSALM 27: v1-2
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  Vacant

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   Pam  has Friday as her day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

 Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:            The Revd Pam Rink   pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219
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Leading Article

It feels like this has been a long, cold winter. As I write this in early May, it is still colder 
than usual, we are still needing to have the heating on in the evenings or light a fire. 
But the signs of spring are all around us. The birds are nesting – some even feeding 
their young already, the leaves are starting to open on the trees and the blossoms are 
in full bloom.

Taken together with the loosening of Covid restrictions, this feels like a hopeful time.

This year Pentecost is on the penultimate Sunday of May followed by Trinity Sunday on 
May 30th. Both of these, like the new life we see every spring in the natural world, are 
celebrations of hope and renewal – new life in God.

The sending of the Holy Spirit to the disciples at Pentecost is perhaps the most 
important event in the history of the Church after the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Irenaeus – Church Father and leading theologian of the 2nd century – writes: ‘The 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and strength, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of God came down upon the Lord, and the Lord in turn gave 
this Spirit to his Church’. Another great early Christian, the 4th century Hilary, Bishop of 
Poitiers, wrote that ‘since our weak minds cannot comprehend the Father or the Son, 
we have been given the Holy Spirit as our intermediary and illuminator, to shed light 
on that hard doctrine of our faith, namely, the incarnation of God.’ This ‘Gift of the Spirit’ 
is ‘the pledge of our hope for the future, the light of our minds and the splendour that 
irradiates our understanding’.

I would like to share a poem with you, written by the marvellous Joyce Rupp.  Please 
see Page 4.

With every blessing,
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inside each of us
inside each of us
there awaits
a wonder
full
spirit of freedom

she waits
to dance
in the rooms
of our heart
that are closed
dark and cluttered

she waits
to dance
in the spaces
where negative feelings
have built barricades
and stock-piled weapons

she waits
to dance
in the corners
where we still
do not believe
in our goodness

inside each of us

there awaits
a wonder
full
spirit of freedom

she will lift light feet
and make glad songs
within us
on the day
we open the door of ego
and let the enemies
stomp out
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Terms & Conditions: 1. This discount is solely redeemable by the presenter of the voucher, who may use it against the purchase of a Southern Co-op funeral plan for 
themselves or an immediate family member, but must be the person paying for the funeral plan. 2. The discount is only redeemable at Southern Co-op owned Funeralcare 
funeral homes. 3. The voucher may not be exchanged for cash. 4. The discount will be deducted from the retail price of the funeral plan purchased at time of sale. 5. Only 
one discount is available per funeral plan. 6. The voucher must be presented at the time of purchase. 7. This voucher has no cash value and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other discount, voucher, o�er or promotion. 8. The decision of Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited in relation to each discount is final and binding. 9. Voucher 
will be void if reproduced or photocopied. 10. Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited reserves the right to withdraw this promotion at any time. 11. This voucher is valid 
until 31.05.2021 KR01/20

Here’s a good plan
£100 towards your 
family’s peace 
of mind

funeralcare.co.uk

To advertise here contact the Team 
Offi  ce on 01747 853060 or email:
offi  ce@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St Peter’s

Jeremy and Sarah Mais
Many of us have been very sad to hear that Jeremy (in his own words, the recycled 
vicar) and Sarah leave Shaftesbury for pastures new at the end of May. Jeremy takes his 
last service for The Team at St. James’ on 30th May. Our thanks for all the hard work go 
to them both for the enormous contributions they have made to Shaftesbury and we 
send our very best wishes for their future. The Cotswolds’ gain is definitely our loss.   
  
Christine Mitchell 

Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting
The above meeting was held on Sunday April 18th and attended by 33 church 
members.  The electoral roll is now 115. Anne Depledge, Ben Grundy and  Keith Gunn 
were elected as new Parochial Church Council (PCC) members, and Gill Hunt was 
re-elected. Elizabeth Selwood has kindly agreed to resume her previous role as PCC 
Secretary. 
The financial position was discussed; This continues to give concern with a loss of 
£13,340 recorded to December 31st 2020.  A church member queried why the  Diocesan 
share for 2021 had not reduced when our Rector, Revd Dr Helen Dawes, had left 
Shaftesbury on December 29th 2020.  Apparently as she was still  technically employed 
here until January 31st 2021 we are charged as though she was `on the books’ on 
January 1st 2021. In any case it is the policy of The Diocese not to reduce the amount 
of share during an interregnum/vacancy. Also, as Covid caused the 2020 annual 
membership count to be abandoned, the Diocese decided that all parishes should 
be charged the same amount of share in 2021 as they paid in 2020, but they have 
withdrawn the 2% discount for settling with one payment during January.   
Thanks were expressed to a number of church members – Gill Hunt fur stepping into 
the role of temporary secretary when the previous post holder resigned, Revd Jeremy 
Mais for taking the majority of services after their resumption in March, David Grierson 
for his uplifting organ playing and Chris Jones and the team for keeping the church so 
clean.  Special appreciation also to Roz Butcher and Ros Wilson for carrying out their 
churchwarden duties so conscientiously; however they will be retiring next year so 
volunteers to take over their roles will be most  welcome. 
A copy of the 2020 Annual report is available for inspection in the church .     
Roy Mitchell

Parochial Church Council Meeting April 23rd

The PCC approved and welcomed the appointments of Ben Grundy and Sheela Upton 
who have volunteered to take on the roles of Safeguarding Officer and Stewardship 
Secretary respectively, whilst Florence Mudoti would be willing to act as facilitator for 
any fundraising events that we may be able to hold as Covid restrictions are eased. It 
was also agreed that we should revert to using hymn books rather than printed service 
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sheets (which have to be copied each week}; this took effect from May 9th. The PCC is 
making plans for participation in Gold Hill Festival at Barton Hill Fields on July 4th and 
also looking at events over the Harvest Festival weekend (Oct 1-3), which may prove to 
be well supported as the Shaftesbury Carnival processions scheduled for Saturday Oct 
2nd have been cancelled            
Roy Mitchell

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
Saturday 24th April was the funeral of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. Just before 2.30pm 
Carole Bracey, together with John and Gill Hunt, ascended the tower of St Peter’s. 
Between 2.30pm and 3.00pm each of the bellringers tolled the tenor bell 99 times, 
terminating at exactly 3.00pm, when a one minute silence was observed throughout 
the town.
It was a very poignant tribute to a much loved man.                          
John Hunt      

St Peters Church Hall
Provided that there are no more hiccups between now and 21st June  it is our intention 
to make St. Peter’s Church Hall , 5 Gold Hill, available for hire again from 1st July. Of 
course if the government make any adverse pronouncements this will have to be 
rethought.
The prices for hiring have remained unchanged since January 2014 so it is necessary to 
reconsider. In future, until further notice, the prices will be :-
£20 for one hire period (covering morning, afternoon or evening) 
£30 for two consecutive hire periods (so morning/afternoon or afternoon/evening)
£40 for three consecutive hire periods (so all day and evening)        
For six or more hires the cost per session will be £15 each period  
John Hunt 

Alice Margaret Taylor 
Some readers may remember Alice Margaret Taylor (always known as Margaret Taylor). 
She lived in Linden Park with her husband, and later moved to St Edward’s Court, before 
relocating to Bedfordshire to be near her family.  Sadly she died on 27th January 2021, 
with her funeral being held at Luton Crematorium on 1st March. 
During her time in Shaftesbury she was a very loyal member of St Peter’s, being involved 
with the Mother’s Union and was also a flower arranger. Her ashes are being brought 
back to Shaftesbury in the summer to be interred with those of her husband.   
  
Gill Hunt 
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St James’ Church

Advance Notice!
The Town Hall has been booked for Saturday 27th November for our Christmas Fair.  
More details later in the year.

Are you Sure?
Faith is not Certainty

Precluding debate, forbidding doubt,
That is faith’s opposite

Faith invites discussion
Requires our exploration,

Embraces doubt, and
Sets all in the context of
The faithfulness of God

Known in the past.

Faith keeps us looking
Forward, takes us deeper
Into the mysteries of God,

Encourages hope.

Ann Lewin from Watching the Kingfisher. Poems and Prayers.
Submitted by Jill Fuller

Pam Harries 25th May 1931 to 22nd March 2021
Pam’s faith was very important to her and she worshipped regularly all her life at St 
James, having been baptised, confirmed and married there.  Unfortunately for the last 
two years her mobility was such that she was unable to attend church.
     Pam was born at her parents’ house at the bottom of Gold Hill in 1931 and lived in 
the same house until five years ago when she moved to Butts Mead House. She met her 
husband, Trevor, at Guys Marsh when it was a military hospital and she worked there as 
a waitress.  She enjoyed taking part in the shows there and it seems that Trevor fell for 
her when she played Jessica in The Merchant of Venice at the age of 17.  
     For years Trevor attended many of the fairs in Dorset carving walking sticks, and Pam 
loved nothing more than going with him.  When Trevor died Pam had a shield made in 
his memory and she attended the Great Dorset Steam Fair each year to present it to the 
best craft stall using natural materials. One of her proudest moments was when Trevor 
presented Princess Anne with one of his handmade walking sticks. She was highly 
delighted and said she would have to make sure she kept it away from her dogs. 
     When Revd Anne Heywood was vicar at St James, Pam took great pride in being 
‘Keeper of the Church Dog’.  She would sit in the back pew and look after Anne’s dogs, 



10

Coffee and then Holly, during the service.
     Pam was very sociable and after she moved into Butts Mead House she organised 
coffee mornings and enjoyed having a good old chat with her neighbours.
     Pam became very frail in her last four years but was determined that she was NOT 
going into a Care Home.  With the help of friends and a caring agency, she had her 
wish.  
     RIP Pam.  I miss you.      
J.L.

Grand Charity Plant Sale – 29th May

There are really good places to buy lovely plants, but we’d love you to give us a visit on 
Saturday 29th May.  
A Grand Charity Plant Sale will btake place on Gillingham Town Meadow.  Stalls open 
from 10.am to  2.pm
There will be seven charities each with a stall heaving with beautiful plants brought on 
by enthusiastic local gardeners and ready to sell to you!!   We will all be raising money 
for our respective charities.  Who’s going to be there?  
Read Easy Blackmore Vale North; GANG (Gillingham Action for Nature); Dementia Care; 
Hipp!!Bones; Scouts; St Mary’s Church and Gillingham Community Kindness
PLUS – Hidden Pizza will be there for coffees and will get that oven fired up for lunch 
time pizzas.  
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St. John’s, Enmore Green 

Services in June
June 6  11.15am  Family Service
June 13  11.15am  Morning Prayer
June 20  11.15am  Parish Communion
June 27  11.15am  Morning Prayer 

Life is slowly returning to what we might call normal.  Care still has to be taken but we 
can begin to plan ahead to meet up again.  On the 1st May, we held a socially distanced 
Sale in the garden of our Church Hall.  We did not advertise it widely so that numbers 
would be safe.  We were fortunate to enjoy a sunny morning. The final amount raised 
will be  around £230.00.  

Also on Saturday lst May, we set out our Produce for Sale Table outside No. 22 The 
Knapp.  This has already been very successful and we are grateful to everyone who 
provides produce and those who buy it. 

Wednesday 2 June - Coffee Morning 
10.00am to 12 noon.   This will be our first regular meeting since last year. We will be 
meeting inside although still keeping socially distanced where appropriate. We will 
then be resuming our regular slot on the 1st Wednesday of each month.

Saturday 26 June – Coffee morning and Sale 
10.00 to 12 noon.
Monday 21st June is the date when all restrictions are due to be lifted and we thought 
we would take advantage of this by holding another Coffee Morning with a Bring 
and Buy Sale as well.   This is something we want to make a regular slot as well where 
members of our community can just ‘drop in’ for coffee and a chat. To space it out, the 
Saturday Coffee Morning will then be held on the third Saturday of the month. 
If anyone would like to offer their craft items for sale, they would be very welcome to 
take a table on these Saturday mornings.  We have a small garden and will be able to sit 
outside during the summer months as an added bonus.  

From the Registers:
4 May 2021. Raymond Toogood  Funeral Service and burial in the churchyard.  
Although Ray was not a member of St. John’s, he was a founder member of the St. 
John’s Occasional Singers and took part in our Easter and Christmas services. 
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Rural Reflections
 
Praise the Lord. 
1 Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2  Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
3  Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and       
    lyre, 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and 
    pipe, 
5  Praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 
6  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
   Praise the Lord. 

Going back some sixty years or so, when I was at the Minster School in York, the choir used 
to sing an arrangement of Psalm 150 by Dr Francis Jackson, Organist and Master of Music, 
after every Service. They still sing it today. The words of that glorious Psalm of Praise and 
Thanksgiving had a profound and long-lasting effect on me. It became one of my favourites 
of all the Psalms. 
This current Coronavirus pandemic is the biggest single event that has hit the world for 
decades, and some say centuries. The number of cases that were admitted to hospital 
during the last year was completely unprecedented. The immense number of relatives 
and friends that so sadly passed away was horrendous. The excessive number of cases of 
anxiety and exhaustion amongst NHS staff has never been known before. The effect on 
many people of lockdown is probably immeasurable. This has become prevalent in rural 
areas, with loneliness and isolation really hitting home. So as we begin, very gradually, to 
come out of lockdown and the restrictions to our lives in a measured and controlled way, 
we should be giving thanks with every ounce of strength that we have. We should praise 
the Lord for all that has happened in the way of Covid testing, the wonderful way that the 
NHS has responded, the scientists that created a vaccine, all of which are designed to bring 
us back to some sort of normality again! 

We should praise the Lord for his Creation as well. The second verse of the Psalm fits well 
here: “Praise him for his acts of power…for his surpassing greatness”. The Lord’s Creation 
talks very much of power and greatness. That Creation provides us with our food, and the 
opportunity for a lot of people to be able to exercise, let alone discover the countryside and 
wallow in its beauty. I have always believed that, as Christians, it is our job to protect rurality, 
nurture it, look after it and protect it from being spoilt. There are those, however, who would 
wish, through wilful stupidity, to ruin it for everyone else. The amount of fly-tipping and 
general rural littering that is happening at present has leapt by 83% in the last five years. If 
we do not do something about it soon, rural areas will begin to be spoilt for good. We can 
change things! 
So, despite all the pain, suffering, grief, and anxiety that lots of us have endured during this 
last year or so, let us ‘Praise the Lord’ for all his goodness and love. As this country 
very slowly begins to move out of lockdown and restrictions, we have far more things to be 
thankful for than not!
The Reverend Richard Kirlew Rural Officer for Dorset - Agricultural & Rural Chaplain 
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Farewell to Jeremy and Sarah Mais
It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Jeremy Mais who has been such a 
‘breath of fresh air’ whenever he has come to take our services.  His personal approach, 
bucketful of anecdotes and willingness to share his personal experiences have 
endeared him to Motcombe worshippers.  During one wedding service he welcomed 
the wedding party and guests with stories about Piglet and Pooh illustrating the value 
and strength of love!    
We wish him and Sarah much joy as they move back to Cirencester to spend more time 
with their children and grandchildren.  Thank you for all the many ways that you have 
both given yourselves to the Shaftesbury Team and local community.  -  taking services, 
running courses, joining  study groups and local projects whilst always sharing Jesus’ 
love with everyone in many different ways.

Welcome to Tim Heaton
We are very grateful that Tim has agreed to help out with services and duties during 
this interregnum and we welcomed him to Motcombe for his first service on May 
9th 2021.  We look forward to other opportunities of sharing and learning during his 
ministry in this Team.

Moving the classroom to church and the churchyard.
Now that some of the COVID restrictions have been lifted it has been lovely to welcome 
once again pupils from local schools into church for very practical lessons.  Year 3 
pupils from Motcombe Primary recently came into church for a lesson on Baptism.  Our 
vicar, Pam Rink, baptised a doll and shared what Baptism / Christening is all about.  
They learnt about the symbols of the cross, the oil, water and the candle / light before 
exploring further features in the church.  
Later in the week, students from Port Regis came to explore the church building, 
learning about the different parts of the church and the various symbols that are 
visible.  They then completed the Quiz, which is always available for anyone to attempt, 
before going out into the churchyard to look at graves, especially the Westminster and 
Stalbridge graves and those of war veterans overseen by the War Graves Commission.

From the Registers
April 23rd 2021: Funeral of Julie Fellowfield at Salisbury Crematorium
May 13th 2021: Funeral of Mike Andrews at Motcombe Church
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11.15am
Morning Prayer

11.15am
Morning Prayer
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Service in June
Our service in June will be a service of Holy Communion at 11.15am on Sunday 20th 
June. The next day (if plans at the time of writing go ahead) the Government will lift 
all restrictions on meeting. We won’t be able to have more services for the time being, 
but we could arrange other events.  What else could we do to bring people together in 
Compton and Twyford a give them a chance to meet and support each other?

Annual Meeting
Our Annual Meeting was held on Sunday 16th May. The Annual Report was received 
and Tony Cecil and Caroline Owen were re-elected to the PCC. We still have no church 
wardens, which means that other PCC members have to take on extra responsibilities 
to keep the church running and the building maintained. When our Parish 
Conversation (see below) finally becomes possible, we hope to find out whether this is 
worthwhile.

Church Repairs
By the time you read this, the leaking roof of the side chapel should have been 
repaired, after consultation with the diocese and the church architect. There was some 
water damage to the wood underneath the tiles, but luckily no significant damage to 
the inside of the church, although some redecoration will be needed.
The church wardens would normally take responsibility for maintaining the building. As 
we have no wardens, we are grateful to Colin McHenry, who has been dealing with this. 
Sadly, we still haven’t resolved the problem of how to change the light bulbs. (Surely 
there’s a joke about this…?)

Parish Conversation
When the Covid restrictions are lifted, we should finally be able to begin our Parish 
Conversation about the future of St Mary’s. The leaflet is ready for printing and, unless 
things change, we hope to be delivering it to every house in the village during June. 
There will be various ways for people to let us know what they think, including an 
invitation to an informal meeting to discuss what they value about our church and how 
they see its future.
Assuming all goes well, the date of that meeting will be in the next issue of Key Ring. If 
you live in the parish, or are a member of St Mary’s congregation, please put the date 
in your diary and come to join the conversation. If you belong somewhere else, please 
remember the meeting in your prayers. 



19

07933 992389
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Annual meeting
We held our PCC annual meeting on 22nd April.  Ron and Audrey Trim stood down after 
many years and we thank them for all their support.  Thankfully, Audrey continues to 
play the organ even though there is no singing yet.  We welcomed Sophie Henderson 
onto the PCC – with the others remaining unchanged.  A special thank you to the 
secretary, Rita Stranger, for all her hard work and to Martin Scott, the treasurer.

Church Repairs
Thank you to Colin Foot for his skill in mending the lock on the ancient chest at St 
Margaret’s.  Alan Roberts took on the task to find someone to repair the unrepairable.  
Luckily, he had a brain wave and asked his good neighbour Colin Foot so now the lock 
should be good for another 50 years.

Farewell to Jeremy and Sarah
We wish Jeremy Mais and his wife a very happy move to be near their family and thank 
Jeremy for all he has done for our parishes.  We will miss him a lot, as he has been a 
great help to Pam Rink during these difficult times.

We hope to start our Tea and Chat sessions soon

Our Annual Barn Service needs a venue if you think you could provide it please contact 
the church wardens.

From the Registers
21 April - Interment of Elsie Colville’s Ashes at St Thomas’, East Orchard

Regular Services at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month  11.15am  Parish Communion (BCP)

Services at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month  11.15am  Morning Prayer/Communion

Special Services: Please read your noticeboards for more information
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee 
since 1952

Shaftesbury Children’s Society

Virtual “It’s Nearly the End of the Lockdown Quiz”
The quiz closed on April 18th and we are pleased to announce that donations totalled 
£638.15.  Many thanks to those of you who contributed towards the wellbeing of 
deprived and vulnerable children.

Children’s Society Annual Street Collection.
The Street Collection 2021 will be held on Saturday 26th June. By this time it is 
anticipated that much of the lockdown will be over and more people will feel free to 
come into the High Street and make a donation in bright sunny weather! We certainly 
hope so as we continue to raise funds to help children and young people supported by 
the Children’s Society.

Feedback
With the aim of providing an insight into individuals’ specific difficulties, in recent 
months we have shared some personal stories of young people who have been helped 
by the Society. This month we share some of the wider picture of how your support, 
through donations, such as at Christingle and the “It’s Nearly the End of the Lockdown 
Quiz” have helped make a difference.
Children contact for help - to talk about their feelings, their trauma when their way 
forward is uncertain, and when they don’t know what choice to make. They do want to 
get back on the right track. These young people have a huge impact on the Children’s 
Society workers - they shine a light on parts of society that is broken for them, and in 
turn they help them regain their hope, even when it’s hanging by a thread.

With your support, in 2019 -2020 

530,000 people have been given a ‘breathing space’ - time off from interest fees and 
repayment - so they can sort their debt.
15,000 migrant children, alone in the country, now have access to free legal advice after 
we campaigned to get them support.
We worked with 11,500 children in the last year, giving them specialist support on 
whatever issue they had.
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4.4 million young people have benefited from changes in law that we fought for - 
including a lift in the benefits freeze.
Of those individuals directly helped 77% said their lives improved, 87% said they were 
happy or very happy with what the Society provided and 94% felt listened to by their 
worker.

So, a big thank you for your support through our local fundraising Shaftesbury 
Children’s Society and, please, look out for the High Street Collection on June 26th!

John Massink, Chairperson, Shaftesbury Children’s Society
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ANSWERS TO RIVERS OF THE BRITISH ISLES

                    RIVER                            COUNTY

1. A question                   Wye.                                                   Hereford/  Monmouth

2. Where you might unload       
cargo                                                        Wharfe   .                                          North Yorkshire

3. A prime number                               Severn                            Powys, Shropshire,   
                Worcestershire,
                Gloucestershire       

4. Water flow management      
system                                              Wear            Co. Durham,  

5. Slime coming up from 
the ground                                             Ouse            Yorkshire

6. He’s Welsh, you know             Taff            Glamorgan

7. Happens at Lords                   Test            Hampshire

8. Freddie crossed this one                Mersey                            Cheshire

9. Something on a G-string      . Aire.            West Yorkshire

10. German wine that’s not
all there                                                    Ock            Oxfordshire

11. You got fleas?                                 Itchen                            Hampshire

12. A flirt                                                  Tees            Cleveland

13.  This was once a car                      Humber                            East Yorkshire

14. Country gent’s attire                     Tweed            Berwickshire

15. He created Big Brother                 Orwell            Norfolk/ Suffolk

16. Didn’t quite make the 
medals                                                      Forth            Midlothian
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17. Fork prong                         Tyne      Tyne & Wear
                          
18. Not quite miss success                  Fal      Cornwall

19. Partner in Crime                              Clyde       Western Scotland

20. Sort of fever                            .         Blackwater      Essex

21. Mafia Leader                                     Don       South Yorkshire

22. Chatty Bird                                        Parrett       Somerset

23. Render infertile                               Spey       Perthshire
 
24. You need this on the 
oche                                                           Dart      Devon 

25. Part of Spider girl’s diet                 Wey      Surrey

26. Almost drool                                    Ribble      Lancashire

27. Doorstep cosmetics                       Avon      Warwickshire etc.

28. Sea Area                                   .         Shannon     Any of 13 counties in 
                                                                                                                          Ireland including Meath,  
          West Meath, Clare , Gal  
          way, Limerick etc

29. Protection for water   Lagan      Co. Down   
 pipes                                                    

30. Works at a loom                               Weaver       Cheshire

Bit of useless information, which you can store up for your next Christian Aid Quiz::
Surprisingly, the longest of these is the River Shannon at 224 miles; the River Severn is 220 
miles long, which makes the Shannon the longest river in the British Isles.



27



28



29

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THESE BRIDGES?

1 22
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 5

6
 7

8
9  10

11 12
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ANSWERS IN THE JULY ISSUE OF KEY RING
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2020 A View
The shops are shut, The Café’s closed.

So to coronavirus we’re not exposed.

We watch the briefings, we want to cry

Why is this happening, why, oh why?

So many dead, so many ill

Hospitals full, no magic pill.

The schools are open, the schools are closed.

Some agreed, some opposed.

We clap for carers at 8 o’clock,

Our neighbours come out around the block.

We keep in touch by text and by ‘phone

With all the people at home alone.

We feel so anxious, our nerves are fraught,

We’d love some contact, a touch or a hug.

I’ll comfort myself with a book and a rug.

Ladies who lunch can no longer meet,

To keep in touch they have to tweet.

We all obeyed the rules: hands, face, space,

Then the rule of six in an outdoor place.

Next came the complex social bubble 

And this one sure gave everyone trouble.

Grandchildren cannot be seen at all.

You won’t recognise them they’ve grown so tall.

This lovely, young lady is the tomboy you knew,

That shy, handsome fresher - now a rugby blue.

We ate out to help out – well Rishi did ask.

That was a most enjoyable task

Now we can’t eat out, so we have to cook,

Where on earth did I put that recipe book?

This and that you need to roast.

Let’s skip all that and have beans on toast.

Do an hour of exercise we’ve been told.

You won’t find me going out in the cold.

We can’t go to work – we work from home,

Spend hours and hours on the ‘phone.

To have a meeting, go on Zoom,

But be sure there’s a bookcase in your room.

Covid has presented us a situation 

That’s left a us all with much frustration.

You have to go through and thus confound it. 

Tiers introduced that we don’t understand.

Boundaries and divisions across the land.

Now vaccines have arrived, we give three hearty 
cheers.

What joy it is, to be in my advancing years.

Now is the winter of our discontent

Spent wondering where 2020 went.

The glorious summer that we enjoyed,

With days of gardening we employed. 

The fruits of our labours will show in spring,

Plants still grow and birds still sing.

It will all happen - don’t give up hope

And we’ll be so proud how well we did cope.

J Spoor
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH 2021

ISSUE IS FRIDAY 12th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE JULY-AUGUST 2021 
ISSUE IS FRIDAY, 18TH 

JUNE AT 5PM



Cry out with joy to the 
Lord, all the earth.

Serve the Lord with gladness.
  Come before him, singing for joy.
know that he, the Lord, is God.
 He made us; we belong to him.
We are his people, the sheep of his 
flock.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving
     and his courts with songs of 
praise.
   Give thanks to him, and bless his 
name.
Indeed, how good is the Lord,
       eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age age           
     age age age
      age
      PSALM 100


