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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  Vacant

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   Pam  has Friday as her day off

Assistant Priest  The Revd Tim Heaton tim4heaton@yahoo.co.uk
   01747 841076

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

 Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:            The Revd Pam Rink   pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219
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Leading Article
What is the Future

I hope that by now you are enjoying meeting with family and friends, sharing meals 
and even contemplating a holiday soon, or perhaps you have already managed to have 
some time away.

The past months have been a liminal space, a space of before and after the pandemic 
and often a space full of hardship and grief.  But I feel we must not forget the positives.  
Of course, there has been overwhelming loss and suff ering, diffi  culties faced with 
balancing home-schooling, working from home and other demands and all who have 
been aff ected must be loved and supported.  At the same time, however, we were 
reminded of, had our eyes opened to, the beauty of creation and our responsibilities 
towards it.  We had time; time to notice the sunset, to hear the birds sing, time to make 
new friendships and reconnect with old ones.  Neighbours were helped, new skills 
learnt. 

 Our lives changed and being church changed too, it is wonderful to be back in our 
churches, to worship together and eventually to sing together.  (What a joy the times 
have been when we have sung together, outside). But during the pandemic the church 
reached out beyond the church walls and touched so many lives. Technology was 
embraced.

I think it is important that we don’t forget these lessons.

During the pandemic we lost control to a certain extent, we couldn’t go about doing 
what we normally do, choices were taken away from us, we were lost in a new order.  As 
we return to ‘normal’ we will be faced with our own mixed emotions.  Returning to the 
rhythms of pre-pandemic times will prompt us to remember celebrations missed, times 
of not being together, not being able to say goodbye to loved ones.  But maybe, just 
maybe, we can come to recognise what is important, what we should, and should not 
be doing and where we should put our trust.  In ‘The Interior Castle”, Teresa of Avila, the 
16th century mystic, when writing about the path to God said “There’s so much more 
to explore, we can love more. we can act with more justice and truth.  We have the 
capacity for so much more transformation and change”.  

Let’s hope so, let’s hope for a brighter new way of being normal where we live everyday 
wanting to make a diff erence and not taking it for granted. 

Emma
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Taking the Long View

I love it that probably the oldest 
known image of Christ anywhere 
in the world is from the Diocese of 
Salisbury and the floor of a Roman 
villa at Hinton St Mary in Dorset and is 
now in the British Museum. The saints 
of Saxon Wessex are remembered 
around the Diocese in the names of 
places like St Aldhelm’s Head as well 
as in some of our ancient churches. 
On the ordination retreat at the end 

of June the candidates go in alternate years on a little pilgrimage to Old Sarum, the site 
of the Norman cathedral, and to the little church at Bemerton where George Herbert 
was briefly Rector for three years until his death in 1633. It helps to see the long view of 
this wonderful and ancient Diocese especially when times are tough, as they are now. 
We can be confident in God’s faithful and providential care. We do not lose heart. We 
believe in the resurrection. 

We do not yet know how we will come out of the pandemic. There are opportunities 
as well as challenges to do things differently. To help us face the future as a Diocese, 
we have agreed a Mission and Pastoral Plan and are taking steps to manage the 
finances in relation to ministry and mission over the next four years. How this works 
out will depend on the success of the Generous Giving campaign which is planned 
for September. The pandemic has shown us the importance of Church. If we believe 
Church matters enough the finance will follow our faith. Those of us who can, will want 
to give because we believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, all the more so in a difficult time 
such as this. 

By the time I finish as Bishop of Salisbury at Cathedral Evensong on 3rd July I hope 
we will be free from the restrictions that have limited us for so long. With the rising 
concern about new variants, that cannot be guaranteed. We will have to see how the 
Government’s ‘road map’ unfolds. What we can be sure of is that God’s small miracle of 
the Diocese of Salisbury will continue to be a lively Christian witness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. There is much to give thanks for and much to pray for. 

As the 78th Bishop of Salisbury it has been a privilege to serve with you for what in the 
long view of the Diocese is a relatively brief ten years. Thank you for the shared ministry 
of our life in Christ. In that lovely simple prayer of Dag Hammarskjöld: ‘For all that has 
been, Thanks. To all that will be, Yes.’ Amen, Amen, Amen.

+Nicholas Sarum
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Terms & Conditions: 1. This discount is solely redeemable by the presenter of the voucher, who may use it against the purchase of a Southern Co-op funeral plan for 
themselves or an immediate family member, but must be the person paying for the funeral plan. 2. The discount is only redeemable at Southern Co-op owned Funeralcare 
funeral homes. 3. The voucher may not be exchanged for cash. 4. The discount will be deducted from the retail price of the funeral plan purchased at time of sale. 5. Only 
one discount is available per funeral plan. 6. The voucher must be presented at the time of purchase. 7. This voucher has no cash value and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other discount, voucher, o�er or promotion. 8. The decision of Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited in relation to each discount is final and binding. 9. Voucher 
will be void if reproduced or photocopied. 10. Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited reserves the right to withdraw this promotion at any time. 11. This voucher is valid 
until 31.05.2021 KR01/20

Here’s a good plan
£100 towards your 
family’s peace 
of mind

funeralcare.co.uk

To advertise here contact the Team 
Offi  ce on 01747 853060 or email:
offi  ce@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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From Bishop Karen:

This month brings a signifi cant change in the 
life of the Diocese with the departure of Bishop 
Nicholas. We give thanks for his ministry and all 
that he and Helen have been amongst us, and 
we pray for them as they move to pastures new. 
Bishop Nicholas has steered us through some 
signifi cant times during which we have had an 
emphasis on praying, serving, and growing as we 
have sought to renew hope inside and outside 
the church. Politically there has been much to 
bring theological insight too including Brexit and 
the Salisbury poisonings and of course there has 
been the increasing urgency of environmental 

awareness as we steward God’s wonderful world. All these and much more have 
demanded Diocesan and national engagement and commitment.

In one way we now enter a time of waiting as those from the Diocese elected to 
the Crown Nomination Commission, with others, begin the task of discerning who 
God might be calling to be the next Diocesan Bishop. Yet Christians are not called to 
complacency, and the expectation of the arrival of a new Bishop needs to be balanced 
by a commitment to the tasks in hand, and the continuous joining in with all that God 
is doing in our midst. As we emerge from the pandemic there is a calling to take stock, 
to do the looking back and looking forward to see what we have valued and want to 
retain, or where things need to be diff erent; there is a real need to address some of the 
challenges including the aff ordability of ministry and how we can properly resource a 
changing church with realism; and there is an opportunity to celebrate the new things 
that God is doing and join in with them.

In this time of change, I therefore invite you to join with me in the interim as we 
tackle some of these challenges and opportunities together. As we do so we can 
be encouraged by the helpful instructions given to the Church in Thessalonica (1 
Thessalonians 5: 16 -18) ‘Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances for this is the will of Christ Jesus for you’.

Bishop Karen
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 From the Dean:
A street art installation in Salisbury’s         
High Street features the words “WHAT IF  WE...”      
emblazoned across the top of a blackboard.   
Passers-by are invited to chalk their hopes and 
aspirations beneath. I read through the responses 
this morning and some of them made me smile. 
One reads “What if we… all had more ice-cream”. 
That gets my vote. Another reads “What if we… 
had an underground skate park”. Niche. Many 
more are really heartening, the sorts of pleas 
for peace, reconciliation and environmental 
sustainability that are a feature of most church 
intercessions boards. 

This year I have had the privilege of chairing the 
Diocesan Vacancy in See Committee. We have now 

produced our statement of what we believe we need in our new Bishop. I am hugely 
grateful to the Committee’s members for their strenuous eff orts in its compilation. One 
of the disciplines we had to learn as we worked was that of reminding ourselves that 
we were not embarked upon a churchy version of that piece of art. We were not setting 
out a wish list of everything that would be “nice to have” in a new Bishop.

No: our task was to discern what we might need in a new Bishop. That is a very diff erent 
exercise because it starts from a very diff erent place. It starts not with our agenda, 
but with God’s. “He measures us by our needs, and we must not measure Him by our 
impatience”, as Jeremy Taylor writes. 

Accordingly, after much prayer and widespread consultation, we have prioritised fi ve 
qualities. We believe we need a holy bishop, a visionary bishop, a courageous bishop, 
a unifying bishop, and a visible bishop. Yet because the agenda is God’s and not ours 
we know that when our new Bishop is appointed s/he may be all of those things – and 
may still tell us things we don’t wish to hear and lead us down paths we have not yet 
followed.

We pray that the six Diocesan representatives who will serve on the Crown 
Nominations Commission will work eff ectively with their colleagues from the national 
Church to realise God’s will for our needs. And if the next Bishop of Salisbury gives us all 
more ice-cream then I for one will not be complaining…
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St Peter’s 

Over the past few months there have been many changes in St Peter’s congregation. 
We have welcomed several people who have moved into the area, and hope that they 
will be happy in their new homes. However we have also lost a number of members 
who have given many years of service to St. Peter’s, leading to a variety of vacant 
situations within the church.   

Sandra Whiteford , a long-standing and well respected member if the church, who has 
carried out many vital tasks (including churchwarden and trustee of the Friends of St 
Peter’s), is planning to leave Dorset and live in Cornwall. We all send our best wishes to 
her, husband Tom, plus all members of her family on her move west and offer sincere 
thanks for the invaluable contribution she has made to the church 
Sandra is presently sacristan and applications to act as her replacement would be much 
appreciated - please contact Roz Butcher or Ros Wilson at the church. 

Cleaning team 

Following recent illnesses, resignations, and the departure of Michael Bailey to 
Romania – good luck Michael – the cleaning team has been somewhat depleted, and 
we would welcome volunteers to carry out this rewarding role. The commitment is not 
too demanding – around one hour every 5 weeks working in teams of two, so please let 
Chris Jones know (01747 850791) if you would be able to help
. 
Bible Readers 

Again there has been a reduction in numbers so if anyone is willing to act as a bible 
reader at St Peter’s Sunday services - the commitment is usually only 4 times a year - 
then please let Elizabeth Selwood know on 01747 853738 or e-mail tande.selwood@
gmail.com 

Appointment of new team rector 

We are still searching for our new rector as we have received no suitable applications 
for the vacant post. Archdeacon Penny Sayer and Bishop Karen will look closely at the 
current profile, amend as necessary, and re-advertise in September. Meanwhile we very 
much appreciate the ministry of Tim Heaton and feel fortunate that he has agreed to 
help out at St Peter’s and the other churches in the Shaftesbury Team.

Stonework Repairs 
Scaffolding has now appeared at St Peters to allow Albion Stone to carry out some 
long-awaited stonework and roof repairs; they will also be carrying out further 
restoration and repointing work on the North Wall, so the scaffolding will remain in 
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place for a few weeks.

Open House Shaftesbury 
During July Open House will be giving out activity packs to the children of their clients. 
They are looking for donations of toys, puzzles, children’s books, and craft activities 
for children up to the age of 12: donations can be dropped off at Father’s House on 
a Monday or a Thursday from 9am to 1 pm or Tuesday from 9am to 4pm.  Further 
information from Open House, Shaftesbury (Tel 01747 852994)  or e mail nikki.hall@
openhouse.shaftesbury.co.uk

mailto:nikki.hall@openhouse
mailto:nikki.hall@openhouse
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St James’ Church

The team service to hail The Trinity Season also served as one of 
thanksgiving for Sarah and Jeremy Mais who have played such an important role in our 
community and church life-----and they are supposed to be retired! 
    In the present constrained circumstances regarding congregational singing, the vocal 
line in the three hymns was sung by four voices from various parts of the chancel and 
main body of the church. The opening voluntary, a transcription of The Sinfonia from 
Cantate No 29 by Bach, is a spirited piece which opens the work and which was written 
as an expression of thanksgiving,”Nun Danket Alle Gott”. The Gloria was sung to the 
Coventry setting and at the offertory Philippa Forrest and Jan Perrett were the soloists 
in the beautifully crafted anthem,”For the Beauty of The Earth”, by John Rutter. Before the 
final blessing there were numerous words of thanks for both Sarah and Jeremy; a gift 
was presented.  Finally the two were seen aloft standing on the pew, vigorously waving 
their farewells! 
The service concluded with the 1st movement from Symphonie no 6 by Widor, a rousing 
and fitting finale to a service attended by over a hundred worshippers. 
CMM

Nearer and nearer draws the time.......
When the East Window - Christ in Majesty – will be taken out to be
restored and the stone work holding it in place will be repaired. This is the end of a very 
long journey, but the start of another as we look towards making St James accessible 
for all.
The Salisbury Cathedral Stained Glass Workshop which is renowned for the skill of the 
craftspeople will be doing the deed which it is estimated will take about 10 weeks to 
complete. Whilst the window is away, there will be appropriate materials in the space to 
ensure safety and light.
What we have learned during the long drawn out time before permission was granted 
to do the work will stand us in good stead for the next phases. 
Murray Walker and Alan Carter have been indefatigable (not to mention patient 
beyond belief ) in getting everything necessary in organised files. Perhaps you would 
like to join them in the future or help towards fundraising now?
SJ

Appeal for Volunteers
We urgently need volunteers to support Abbey School. Links between church and 
school are very important, and people are needed to help with Open the Book and/
or to be Prayer Partners. It would take up very little of your time and is very rewarding.  
Now that school life is returning to normal, we are hoping to resume Open the Book 
sessions, This involves enacting Bible stories for the children. No acting ability is 
necessary! If you feel able to help us, please ring Jan Wilson. 01747 855585 for further 
details. 
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ANSWERS TO BRIDGES QUIZ
1. Rialto Bridge, Venice        7. Tower Bridge

2. Old Bridge, Mostar, Bosnia Herzegovina         8. Forth Rail Bridge             

3. Iron Bridge, Telford        9. Sydney Harbour Bridge

4. Brooklyn Bridge, New York      10. Humber Bridge

5. Charles Bridge, Prague       11. Clifton Suspension Bridge

6. Pont du Gard Aqueduct, France      12. Ponte Vecchio, Florence

Open Garden 12th June
Philippa and Nick’s beautiful garden at Oaklands, East Orchard, was the place to be 
on this lovely sunny Saturday. The birds sang sweetly, the fountain played and the 
butterflies fluttered by. Apart from enjoying the garden, around 50 people enjoyed 
the sunshine, the occasional rendering of madrigals sung by Philippa, Chris Mahon, 
Julian Wiltshire, Eve McBride and Jan Perrett, as well as tea and an amazing variety of 
scrummy cakes.  Donations to be shared between ‘Naomi House’ and ‘The Friends of St 
James’.
From the Registers
Marriage
Saturday 12th July – Paige Matthews and Will Glaze

Call the Midwife
Those of you who watch the TV series or have read the book will be familiar with who 
Sister Monica Joan is.  In the book, the following poem was written by her and it’s 
worth sharing.

To an Unknown God
 

I sang to you   I turned to you
In the day of my bliss  When our love was too brief
And you were near  And found your strength

I thought of you   I needed you
In my lover’s kiss                   In the years of my grief
And felt you there  And knew you, at length
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Services in July and August 

July 4  11.15am  Family Service

July 11  11.15am  Morning Prayer

July 18  11.15am  Parish Communion

July 25  11.15am  Morning Prayer

August 1 11.15am  Family Service 

August 8 11.15am  Morning Prayer

August 16 11.15am  Parish Communion

August 22 11.15am  Morning Prayer 

Coffee Mornings

Wednesday  July 7  10.00am to 12 noon

Saturday     July 24  10.00am – 12 noon  Craft/Sale Tables 

Wednesday August 4 10.00am to 12 noon 

Saturday August 21 10.00am to 12 noon Craft/Sale Tables 

Our Garden Produce Table outside 22 The Knapp continues to have a varied selection 
of plants and vegetables.  
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St Mary’s, Motcombe 

Church news
Some of our congregation are appreciating the changes in service times since we now 
have two evening services a month so do not have to get up so early on a Sunday 
morning! A ‘new normal’ is developing as we are now used to sanitising on entry and 
exit, wearing a mask and socially distancing whilst humming behind our masks when 
the tunes and words are familiar.  Our church floor requires urgent repair so when 
Lockdown restrictions finally lift plans are afoot for a series of fundraising events.  It is 
hoped that the weather will enable various members of the congregation to open their 
gardens for afternoon teas, while a Gift Day and Raffle are also being considered. No 
final dates have been decided so please look on the noticeboard, pew sheet or posters 
around the village for further details.  We look forward to seeing you as we enjoy a 
cuppa in various gardens round the parish.

Motcombe Primary School
As life edges closer to normality, our pupils at Motcombe Primary School continue 
to be positive, adaptable and resilient in the face of change and unexpected life 
circumstances. After a period of online learning, through live virtual lessons at the 
start of the year, pupils are now all back on-site and thoroughly enjoying each other’s 
company. As the weather slowly improves, the children are making more and more use 
of our newly developed ‘Spiritual Garden’; a place of calm, to be at one with nature, 
exploring gardening, a water feature, story-telling space and all-weather gazebo. If 
you would like to know more about our spiritual garden project, which was developed 
with our governors, parents and students from local secondary schools, take a look at 
the display in St Mary’s church in Motcombe. There is plenty for the children to look 
forward to as the school year enters the final months: our oldest pupils will travel to 
Devon for a three-day outdoor adventure trip, we will see the return of our school play 
and our younger pupils will be getting hands on with more local day-trips to bring their 
learning to life.
Naomi Kendrick, Deputy Head.

FundraIsing for the Stars Appeal at Salisbury Hospital
The chairman of the Community  Shop Committee, Graham Dunlop, who is also a 
member of our congregation, is fund raising on behalf of the Stars Appeal. He says 
that many villagers may use the facilities at Salisbury Hospital some time during their 
lives so he is hoping for great support.  His original goal of £2000 has already been 
reached so he has set himself a new target of £5000.  There are collecting boxes in the 
village shop, four Saturday Hamper raffles and a Just Giving  page for donations. He 
will be walking 26 miles from the village shop to the hospital on June 21st to deliver 
his cheque.  He is starting at 06.30 and reckons it will take him 10 hours.  His route 
takes him through  Sedgehill, Semley, the Donheads and the Chalke Valley and onto 
the hospital arriving around 16.30.  He hopes that he will be joined by well wishers and 
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walkers during the day.  Thank you Graham for undertaking this challenge on behalf of 
Motcombe and local residents.

Celebrating our great village spirit - July 3rd 2021
We are very fortunate in Motcombe to have a great community spirit, which has been 
very apparent during Lockdown, so an opportunity to celebrate this spirit is planned 
for July 3rd.    The Party in the Park, from 1pm to 5 pm at the Motcombe Memorial Hall 
field, will enable villagers to gather under Covid guidelines.  Bring a picnic and enjoy 
meeting with family and friends whilst listening to Jimmy and Loose Connections and 
recalling events of the last 18 months.  In the evening there will be a Queen tribute 
band playing Al Fresco so that you can sing and boogy into the evening. Tickets can 
be obtained from the Village Shop and on line via the hall website.  Let’s see how well 
Motcombe can celebrate the Party Spirit! 

This event will take place but has to be postponed for the present in accordance with 
Government guidelines.

From the Registers
Funerals:  
Michael James Andrews (Mike) 13th May 2021
Ilse Renate Anita Trotman 1st June 2021
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in July and August

There will be services of Holy Communion at 11.15am on Sunday 18th July and Sunday 
15th August. 

In the last issue of Key Ring, I suggested that that we might think of other ways to bring 
people in Compton and Twyford together. There is at least one suggestion, but - as 
you all know by now - the Covid-19 restrictions have since been extended for another 
month, which takes us more or less to the summer holidays. As a result, it’s probably 
not sensible to plan anything until September. By then, there should be news about a 
new Team Rector who will, we hope, be happy to be involved in our plans.

Parish Conversation
The extension of the Covid restrictions means that, once again, we have had to delay 
our plans for a Parish Conversation about the future of St Mary’s. Fortunately, we 
realised that in time to postpone the printing and delivering of leaflets (which have 
already been printed once!) and we’re now expecting to deliver them, and hold the 
public meeting, in September.
Thank you to those of you who have been praying for this meeting and for our 
attempts to discern what to do. Please go on praying.

Church Repairs
The leaking side chapel roof has been wonderfully repaired, in line with our church 
architect’s advice. It is now even better that it was when the church was first built and 
we hope that particular problem has been permanently solved. 
Our other problem, as reported in the last issue of Key Ring, was how to change the 
church light bulb. (Yes, there is a joke about this.) New light bulbs have now been fitted 
by Tim Kerridge and Colin McHenry and we are very grateful to them both.

Weddings
Congratulations to Hayley Ryall and Gareth Cheverton, who were married in St Mary’s 
on 29th May, and good wishes to Alex Wetherilt and Scott Henstridge whose wedding 
will be in St Mary’s on 24th July. We hope Alex and Scott have a lovely day (whatever the 
regulations) and we wish both couples a long and happy life together.    
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07933 992389



23



24

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

27th June 11.15am  Parish Communion
11th July 11.15am  Matins
25th July 11.15am  Parish Communion

As the St Thomas’s page was not printed last month I have included some items which 
are now in the past but interesting nevertheless:

On 25th April Revd Jeremy Mais took our Parish Communion which was his last service 
in St Thomas’s before moving to Cirencester to be nearer to his family. Thirty people 
came to say farewell to Sarah and Revd Jeremy. Our little congregation has greatly 
appreciated his inimitable combination of inspiration and humour. His care for us has 
been particularly valuable during the two periods of inter-regnum. On May 30th there 
was a Team Service at St James’ to say farewell to them.

On May 9th we held our Rogation Day Service in the barn at Manor Farm, thanks to 
the generosity of the Kays. The setting helped to make it a beautiful service. It was 
followed by the Annual Vestry and Parochial Church meetings (APCM) when we heard 
how we had managed our difficult pandemic year, how our community came together 
whenever they could and our hopes for the future.

On 13th June we are holding our annual Pet Service in the churchyard. Mrs Liz Stewart 
from Somerset and Dorset Animal Rescue has been booked to come and speak about 
their work. The weather looks set fair so we will be able to be outdoors and therefore 
can sing!

On behalf of the PCC, Rodney Atwood participated in the first monthly Zoom meeting 
of the diocesan ‘Village Pump’ on Saturday, 1st May, intended to share ideas among 
rural parishes and offer diocesan support.  The PCC will soon have a chance to consider 
new possibilities, many of them floated by the convenor of the ‘Village Pump’ Revd 
Richard Hancock, Rural Field Officer, and his fellow Field Officer Revd Margaret Higham.

On July 6th the Shaftesbury Team will be holding interviews for a new Team Rector. 
We’re very grateful to Revd Pam, together with Revd Jeremy, for managing the Team 
so well since Revd Helen’s departure. This month the Team has been joined by Revd 
Tim Heaton from Gillingham who is helping with some services during the next few 
months. He is looking forward to getting to know us and we are very grateful to him for 
his help.
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Dorset Amphibian and Reptile Network (DARN)

Darn is a volunteer group that is affi  liated to ARG UK – the national Amphibian and 
Reptile Group.

DARN off ers conservation opportunities for everyone.  It aims to set up reptile transects 
all over Dorset to fi nd out where the reptiles are so that they can be protected.

5 – 10 tiles are laid out in tall vegetation or near a hedge, tree or shrub and this route 
or transect is walked once a month to check if there are any reptiles underneath the 
tiles and whether any other reptiles are seen out foraging or basking in the sun. the 
tiles provide protection from predators and a place for the reptiles to warm up either 
under the tiles or on top.  Reptiles are cold-blooded and they need warmth to become 
active.  It is important not to disturb the tiles too often otherwise the reptiles may not 
use them again.  

If you would like to join in with the Project then e-mail:

sheiladyason2007@yahoo.co.uk 

DARN website is: www.groups.arguk.org/DARN

Jo Churchill

St. John’s has joined in and a grass snake has already been identifi ed

Farewell to Jeremy and Sarah Mais

Everyone singing the fi rst hymn (Holy, Holy, Holy), the presiding priest losing her book, 
the departing priest and his wife climbing up on the pew for “the peace”, a witty and 
amusing sermon.  What a marvellous service it was at St James’ Church on 30th May for 
Jeremy and Sarah’s send off ! And to put the icing on the cake the collection amounted 
to £738, so taking into account the gift aid tax reclaimable a cheque for £815 has been 
sent to “Embrace the Middle East”.  Many thanks to all who contributed to Jeremy and 
Sarah’s chosen charity.  We wish them well in their new home.

John Hunt
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                                                           Goodbye from us… 

Dear Friends 

Just the other day, I heard of a freshly ordained curate, Reverend Goodbody who, 
anxious to make a good impression, embarked on some pastoral visiting – a rewarding 
way of getting to meet people of the parish.

At one house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his 
knock at the front door.  The family dog came out to greet him, but no one answered.  
He knocked again, and then rang the doorbell.  He thought he heard someone moving 
around inside, but nobody came to the door or replied to his knock.  After waiting a little 
longer, he took out a newly printed business card and wrote “Revelation 3:20” on the 
back of it and pushed it in through the letterbox of the house.

It reads - “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in”.

The following Sunday, after the morning service, Rev Goodbody was surprised to see 
in the collection plate, the same card he had left earlier in the week when no-one 
appeared to be at home.   Added to his message of Revelation 3:20 was another verse 
– Genesis 3:10.” Reaching for his Bible to check out the text, he broke up in gales of 
laughter when he read…

“I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.”

I am no Reverend Goodbody, but I share his love of the Bible as an everyday source of 
wisdom and am thankful for his sense of humour and gift of laughter. 

For me, rural life and ministry have always had their own particular appeal and 
resonance – not life in the fast lane but at a slower pace with time to discern and enjoy 
God’s presence in his amazing creation.   

It has been the greatest privilege to serve as Honorary Associate Priest in the 
Shaftesbury Team (HARPIST) alongside so many lovely people.
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The Team Service at St James’ church on 30th May was a celebration of everything that 
makes our worship uplifting – the music and song, readings, prayers and praise – and 
friendship too.   

To be presented with a cheque for an outrageous sum has left us both truly amazed 
and humbled by your generosity – a huge thank you from us both.

We shall take with us so many good memories of our time here in this glorious historic 
town – a place of life and laughter, of stunning views, coffee shops and brownies, of a 
wonderful mix of people from all walks of life.

In the words of a great hymn, I know that ‘green pastures are before us, which yet I 
have not seen’.   I have learned that ‘all our times are in God’s hands’ and we can trust 
him for both the present and the future.  Life is an adventure – and carries its share of 
risks but also of wonderful surprises too.

Together with Sarah, our journey has taken us from Gloucestershire to 
Buckinghamshire to Dorset and now, we hope, back to Cirencester in the Cotswolds, 
closer to our young families - a ‘long and winding road’ which carries an echo of TS 
Eliot’s prophetic words:– 

“We shall not cease from exploration and the end of all our exploring  

will be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time”.

With God, there is always another adventure to experience.

This comes with our love and thanks for the love you have given us.

Jeremy and Sarah
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

St Thomas  Churchyard, East Orchard

Help ! Help! Help! - Grass cutters needed
St Thomas’s needs some kind people who would appreciate the fresh air and exercise to 
bring their mowers and take a turn trimming the grass in the churchyard.  The aim is to 
keep it looking as it tidy as possible for those who visit.

Please contact Annie Barnes.

St Lukes 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped with our Spring (Summer) clean.  The 
church is now looking bright and shiny. It was lovely that we had a couple of young 
helpers happy to brush the kneelers, wipe down and polish the pews.  A magnificent 
result.

Regular Services 

at St Margarets

First Sunday of the month  11.15am  Parish Communion (BPC)

at St Luke’s

Second Sunday of the month  11.15am  Morning Prayer/Communion
Special Services: Please read your noticeboards for more information

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Phil and Rita Stranger for hosting the first Tea and Chat since Covid.  
Hopefully everyone heard about it.  For July it will be near Margarets Marsh on Tuesday 
13th July 2.30-3.30pm at Duncliffe Hall Farm, Green Lane, Stour Row, the home of 
Martin and Elspeth Scott.
Flower Festival
We are hoping to have a Country Flower Festival at St Margaret’s Church on 
Saturday 11th September.  To be involved or for more information please contact Do 
Trowbridge 01747 852195.
Ride and Stride
This year to be held on 11th September.  For forms and more information or to enter, 
whether walking, cycling, horse riding etc etc, please contact Sophie Henderson on 
01747 852195.
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

The Children’s Society is a national charity working to transform the hopes and 
happiness of young people facing abuse, exploitation and neglect. It supports them 
through their most serious life challenges and campaigns tirelessly for the big social 
changes that will improve the lives of those who need hope most. It has been doing 
this for 140 years and continues to help build a society where hope is alive in every 
child.

Hope for a happier home life, hope of getting a job, of getting away from the people 
who exploit and hurt them. Hope of overcoming the obstacles modern life puts in front 
of them and hope that tomorrow can be better than today. Hope is there in the centre 
of every young person in Britain. Even those who have it toughest of all, those who are 
exploited, neglected, unsafe. The Children’s Society sees this and works to see those 
hopes come alive.

Locally, the Shaftesbury Children’s Society aims to raise awareness of these needs and 
organises events to raise funds to support the children and young people in most need. 
You may have enjoyed our online Quiz earlier this year or seen us in the High Street of 
Shaftesbury on 26th June, you may have a special Box in your home in which you put 
your change  - paper notes are acceptable!  We are planning a ‘live’ quiz night in the 
autumn, anticipate being at the Tesco front door when this becomes safe again and, of 
course, there will be at least one Christingle event in December.

Over the last year, nationally, over 9,000 people volunteered with us, with over 1,000 
new volunteers taking action for the first time. This truly helped many children.  Thank 
you, for your support. Thank you for volunteering your time to events, for participating 
in them and for enjoying ‘the gift of giving’. 

Children’s Society’s Blog on Mental Health Myth Busters
Attention seeking, violent and unpredictable. These are some unfortunately common 
misconceptions about young people with mental health issues. Clare, one of our 
emotional health and well-being practitioners, tells us why they’re not true and how we 
can all be more supportive to young people who are battling mental health.
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Attention seekers:  
Sadly, many people believe that mental health issues are attention seeking behaviours, 
especially in young people. This is not the case. Young people have a lot going on in 
their lives and it’s too dismissive simply to assume it’s attention-seeking. Everyone has 
different ways of expressing how they’re feeling, whether it’s acting out or keeping 
everything bottled up. We must be aware, however they’re behaving, that a young 
person may be trying to tell us they need help. We can’t dismiss it. We have a duty to 
listen to what is going on and work out how we can support them. 

Violent and unpredictable: 
False. Young people with mental health issues are not all violent and unpredictable. 
Whilst there are some instances where mental health difficulties can lead to violence, 
these are not the majority. In fact, young people (and adults) with mental health issues 
can be more in danger of people being violent towards them.

Struggle to function: 
Another misconception is that young people with mental health issues struggle to 
function in day-to-day life. This could be true in some cases but often young people 
continue to go to school, see their friends, do their work. Mental health issues aren’t 
always obvious. This does not  mean however they are completely fine. If we become 
aware they are finding things hard, we should encourage them to talk to someone and 
prevent the issues from getting any worse.

Sign of weakness: 
This is probably one of the most damaging misconceptions relating to youth mental 
health. It’s not a sign of weakness to have a mental health issue, or to ask for help. 
Growing up is tough and young people show incredible strength in taking on all of life’s 
challenges. If a young person is going through a difficult patch, let them know it’s fine 
to talk to someone. Seeking help for our mental health should be as normal as seeing a 
GP about an ear ache. 

With us for life: 
Lastly, some young people may feel like their mental health issues will last forever. This 
isn’t usually the case. Mental health is a spectrum and it changes across the course of 
our life. Many mental health issues can be worked through if the right support is there.
If you would like to know more about The Children’s Society or how you could help 
with offering some of your time, or just a few square inches of space in your home, 
please contact John Massink on shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com. 
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fi onabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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Team News

Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show
Wednesday 18 and Thursday 19 August 2021

It was a brave move for the organisers of the G & S Show to stage it in 2021 when other 
outside events have been cancelled.   Gillingham, Shaftesbury and Stour Vale Churches 
agreed it would be a measure of our support to occupy our space as usual.  

The format of the Show will be very diff erent; it is being held over two days with a 
maximum entry number of 4,000 per day.  There will be no large marquees so as to 
maintain social distancing.  

We have been granted an area of 11m x 9 metres.  Peter Williams of Silton Church 
is in charge of the setting up and breaking down. Peter has been able to borrow a 
small marquee (with no sides) and we have promises of two Gazebos; if anyone has 
one to off er please get in touch.  This will give us a degree of cover no matter what 
the weather might throw at us.  There will be one Service spot for Coff ee and Tea plus 
home made cake (see below).  In the past, the Church Tent has been the one of the few 
places off ering the chance to sit down and we will be off ering this again but in a limited 
capacity because of the need for social distancing.  

Within our area there will be a Church Table with a three-fold display screen. We would 
like to have colour photographs of any activities held in your church and/or grounds.  
Rather than just showing buildings but demonstrating what we get up to.

The most important part of the Church involvement are our Volunteers. The format has 
changed this year and we are asking volunteers to do two sessions of two hours on 
each day.  A free entry pass will be available. As we go to press, the following spaces are 
available.

Wednesday 18 August: Team B 11.00am to 1.00pm and 3.00pm to 5.00pm

Two spaces

Thursday 19 August Team A 9.00am to 11.00am and 1.00pm to 3.00pm

Three spaces 

For Church Wardens

In addition to volunteers we also need the following:

A4 colour photographs of activities – the sooner these can be received the better.

Bunting for the Marquee and the Gazebos
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Cake Making – to be done by Monday 16 August I will then arrange for the pick up.
Could I ask for simple cutting cakes rather than creamy confections!

As the general Coordinator, please be in touch with me with any queries, comments 
and suggestions.

Jo Churchill
01747 850432  jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 

Open House
Open House is going well with an increased number of clients coming through the 
door and enjoying the return of our ability to offer hospitality, especially now we 
have seating outside too! Open Fridge is proving to be popular with the food flying 
off the shelves, all donations welcome between the hours of 10 -12pm and 2 - 4pm 
on Mon/Wed/ Friday. Open House will be giving out  ‘Activity packs’ to the children of 
all our recent clients. For this to happen we are looking for donations of toys, puzzles, 
children’s books, craft activities, suitable for children up to the age of 12. If you are able 
to donate please drop items off when the office is open on a Monday/Thursday 9 -1 or 
Tuesday 9 - 4pm.  Also, if anyone is available to donate some time to sorting out and 
delivering the packs on a Thursday afternoon in the month of July, please contact the 
Open house office on 852994 or email nikki.hall@openhouseshaftesbury.co.uk.
Nikki Hall 
Project Manager, Open House Shaftesbury
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH 2021

ISSUE IS FRIDAY 12th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE 
SEPTEMBER 2021 

ISSUE IS FRIDAY, 14TH 
AUGUST AT 5PM



  
   The flowers     
     appear on      
   the earth; the 
    time of the 
    singing of   
 birds is come,  
  and the voice 
 of the turtle is 
 heard in our   
       land.
  SONG OF SOLOMON 2:12


