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This is the day that the Lord has made
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  Vacant

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   Pam  has Friday as her day off

Associate Priest                   The Revd Tim Heaton tim4heaton@yahoo.c.uk
                                                   01747 841076

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Tuesday 1.30pm to 4.30pm

 Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:            The Revd Pam Rink   pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219
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Leading Article
Time and Timelessness

  I recently watched a science programme on television and it opened with the 
question “What is time”?  As I worked through my day, I gave this some thought.  The 
answer I came up with was twofold – the Big Picture and the Little Picture. The Little 
Picture is the way in which we measure our human lives – 24 hours in the day, which 
somehow never seems quite enough and - Oooops! I’m late again!
 The Big Picture is more like God’s Time.  It is the way the planet revolves and 
orbits, measuring light and darkness and the seasons.  How clever of God to invent a 
system of clockwork that does all those things.
 So saying, we have to remember that God’s time is very different from our 
own.  We may fall on our knees and pray vehemently but in relatively few cases is there 
an immediate, miraculous answer.  However, if time passes and we spend a moment 
looking back, it is quite amazing how often things work themselves out for our greater 
good.  A few years down the line we may be heartily thankful that the thing prayed for 
so hard, didn’t come to fruition after all.
 Most of us try to make sensible plans for the future.  We attempt to take care 
of our loved ones with pensions and future-proofed investments.  All well and good – I 
come from a family where the most often repeated motto was “The Lord helps those 
who help themselves”.  I often wish that I had more faith and didn’t try quite so hard.
 I once knew a lady who was the most perfect example of this – and how 
I envied her faith.  She was widowed, had one child at secondary school, one at 
university and she was a teacher.  She suddenly felt called to try for Ordination and 
was accepted.  She gave up her job, sold her house and prayed a lot.  Having cast off all 
her lifelines and with no safety net of any kind, she trusted in the Lord and all was well.  
One lady with immense faith and an example to all of us who fall short.
 I think very hard about all these things when Luke 12:20 comes up in the 
Lectionary.  “You fool this very night your life will be demanded of you”.  We may scuttle 
about as much as we like, collecting and saving for the future – yet not one of us knows 
quite how much future we may have.  If the pandemic has taught us nothing else, I 
hope it has taught us to live in and appreciate the present, making the very most of 
every day that we are given.  At St Mary’s there was always a saying doing the rounds, 
“Yesterday is history, the future is still a mystery, today is a gift and that is why it is 
called the present”.  As the well known hymn tells us “Live this day as if your last”.  Let us 
fill every day with things done to the best of our abilities and enjoy every minute of it, 
remembering that this day is a gift.

Jo Johnson
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From the Dean:
“We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time”.

TS Eliot’s words have particular resonance every September. Back to school; 
back to work; back to church; back to the whole range of familiar routines, habits, 
and disciplines that the summer has disrupted. Since you last read Grapevine 
you may have taken a holiday, whether a Covid-induced staycation or an 
adventure further afield. Or you may have been made aware of others taking a 
holiday. Perhaps you have welcomed them into your home or your church (or 
perhaps you have found that your workload has increased as you have covered 
for colleagues). Whatever shape it’s taken, the summer has meant exploration, 
whether of new places or of our own reserves of patience!

But the end of all our exploration is to arrive, and to arrive here. In September. 
Where we started. At the familiar juncture where schools return, congregations 
regroup, and office life resumes. Where normality reasserts itself. 

Will it, though? Eliot’s point is that when we arrive at it, the juncture is no longer 
familiar. We know it as though “…for the first time”. That’s because the exploration 
has changed us. Our expectations and assumptions are not what they were when 
we started out. 
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Working in the Cathedral, particularly in August, I am reminded of this pattern of 
change every single day. Our earnest hope is that when our visitors leave the 
Close they are not quite who they were when they arrived. Perhaps they will 
have watched one of the masons at work, and have been encouraged to think 
about the gifts they might want to develop; perhaps they will have learned that the 
building was raised by one generation, and have been inspired to consider what 
their own generation might achieve. Perhaps in a moment of deep stillness in 
the shade of the Trinity Chapel, or in a prayer offered by a duty chaplain, or in an 
Eastwards-looking vista of captivating beauty they will have turned their gaze to 
the God who longs for them. 

If any of those is true then when they return home they will not be who they 
were when they set out. Nor are any of us as we head into this autumn. We may 
like to think of ourselves as human beings: in reality we are human becomings. 
September is here. The month when everything begins again. But we look at 
every new year with new eyes. We are on a journey. We start afresh. Thanks be 
to God!

The Infinity Baptismal Font in Salisbury Cathedral
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St Peter’s Church 

So here we are in summer 2021 and the legal requirements for keeping us safe from 
coronavirus have ended, the government now guiding us to use common sense 
to keep ourselves and others safe. At St Peter’s we’re still wearing masks and hand 
sanitising ,but have recommenced some  singing and, in common with the rest of 
the population, hoping that these restrictions will soon become a distant memory. 
.However, before then, to misquote from Noel Coward ...

  `We must have a speech from a Minister,
 It’s what we’ve been trained to expect,
You have no idea how we have grown to depend ,
In hours of crisis,
On whacking great slices,
Of verbal evasion and dissimilation,
A nice Governmental appeal to the nation,
We’d listen to gladly with awe and respect,
We know that the moment is sinister,
And what we’ve been earnestly trained to expect,
Is a lovely long speech,
(Not a comment or chat,
About this, about that),
But a really long speech,
An ambiguous speech from a Minister       

      CM

PCC Meetings 

With the ever changing situation over Covid 19 restrictions the churchwardens  have 
been kept fully occupied by following the frequently amended guidance as to what 
precautions are needed to minimise the potential spread of Covid 19 , and yet at the 
same time make the church as welcoming as possible. The PCC has met three times 
in the past two months to ratify the appropriate measures, but has also  approved 
expenditure for  the renewal of the foam installation and repainting of the North Door.   
Changes to the sound system are also planned – at present  the equipment is located at 
the top of the east end of the north side internal porch (which needs  a ladder to access 
it). Thanks to Keith Gunn for preparing a report and offering realistic alternatives which 
we hope to develop – climbing ladders isn’t something we should be encouraging! 
Sheela Upton has kindly agreed to act as our stewardship secretary: many thanks 
Sheela! 
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Joe Rumble 

Malcolm David Rumble, or Joe, as we all knew him, came to Shaftesbury in 1995 with 
Marigold and her elderly mother to retire. For two years they had driven down from 
Camberley at weekends to the cottage they had purchased at Bourton, getting to know 
and love the area, especially Shaftesbury. 

At 47 Joe had taken early retirement from a very high powered job which, although 
very rewarding, proved quite stressful at times, requiring travel to different countries 
at short notice. He and Marigold bought a house in Shaftesbury and this was the 
beginning of a new chapter for them as they sought a different life in retirement. 

They opened a Christian Bookshop in Mustons Lane, later moving to larger premises 
opposite the Post Office.  They ran this very well for several years and through the shop 
met many members of the different churches in the area.  

Joe was President of `Churches Together’, was on the Chamber of Commerce, Governor 
of Abbey School – to name but a few of his commitments. Joe and Marigold loved 
singing and became members of the choir at St Peter’s, always enjoying the different 
choir events. As a Churchwarden he was involved in the interregnum period after Clive 
left. Joe initiated the Men’s Breakfast and the Sing and Praise evenings that were held 
on Tuesdays. 

Like Bruce and myself, there will be many who treasure his friendship and memory. The 
last verse of the hymn chosen by Marigold for his Celebration Service reads `I will not 
boast in anything, no gifts. no power, no wisdom; But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His 
death and resurrection.’ 

That was Joe!

Doreen Roberts 

Shaftesbury Fringe 
Shaftesbury Fringe takes place from Friday August 26th to Monday August 29th and St 
Peter’s  Church has been booked for various events. At the time of writing these are:

Friday 27th August   1400 and 1600   Shaun Bracey, Pianistic Pictures
             1930    Tony Hawkins and friends 
Saturday 28th August         1200    Geoff Robb, - The Music Of Trees 

      1530    David Grierson and the Phoenix Cafe Orches      
     1930    Rolling Harmony Choir- Songs of Light, Hope and   
    Freedom
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Sunday  29th  August   1300 Jon Pickard. , Harp Guitar in concert  
      1930 John Pickard. Harp Guitar in concert 
Monday 30th August  1400 Palida Choir 

1530 Nick Crump and Tim Longworth 

Further details from info@shaftesburyfringe.co.uk But there could be  more events  so 
please keep an eye on the Fringe Programme. 

It also worth noting that although the High Street is open to traffic again following the 
end of emergency measures (except market day Thursday when traffic is not permitted 
until 3pm), there will be no  traffic allowed on 26th and 27th August as well. 

Sandra Whiteford
The congregation wished Sandra, who leaves Shaftesbury for Cornwall on 13th August, 
a resounding farewell on Sunday 8th August. She was surprised, but thrilled, to receive 
a cheque and a beautiful rose bush as parting gifts. We wish you well, Sandra, in your 
new home.   
CM 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
August 22nd   Daisy Westmore 

Funerals 
July 19th  Joe Rumble 
July  22nd Brian Andrews
July  28th  Samantha Swinger  
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fi onabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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St John’s, Enmore Green 

September 6  11.15am  Family Service
September 12  11.15am  Morning Prayer
September 19  11.15am  Parish Communion
September 26  11.15am  Morning Prayer 

We are gradually getting back to normality.  We sing our hymns together and have 
coffee after each service.

Wednesday September 1
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon.

Saturday September 11
Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride ‘
Members of St. John’s will join with friends from St. James to take part in this annual 
event.  We will visit various churches in our area and have a picnic lunch along the way.  
If you would like to join in with the walking or the car riding, please let me know.  We 
are now looking for sponsorship for us. Thomas, Church Dog, will be coming along and 
would be glad of contributions!

Saturday September 18
Enmore Green Pop-Up Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon.
All Welcome.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday October 8 – Harvest Supper 
This will be a Fish and Chips/ Chicken and Chips supper as last year.
Make a note of the date – All welcome. 
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Fund raising and social occasions - Tea in the Garden

On a sunny afternoon at the end of July over 50 villagers and church members 
gathered in John and Liz Pocock’s garden for afternoon tea and a chance to socialise 
- something which has been sadly lacking due to the pandemic.  Fortunately the rain 
held off, and since it was a sunny afternoon their garden looked particularly beautiful 
with flower beds and borders a riot of colour.  The church requires new flooring by the 
vestry so donations were invited and an astonishing £531 was raised.  
It was a great success, and wonderful to be able to spend time with friends and 
neighbours again. Another ‘Tea in the Garden’ afternoon is planned in Andrew and 
Catherine Johnson’s garden in mid August raising funds for the floor repairs.  Our 
thanks to all those who have been involved in hosting, cooking and serving such 
delicious scones and cakes in glorious gardens.

Merry Mowers Celebration BBQ - Saturday September 25th

We are extremely fortunate to have an amazing group of ‘Merry Mowers’ who 
volunteer week by week to keep the churchyard looking so inviting to everyone who 
visits. They have been doing such a marvellous job keeping the churchyard mowed, 
tidy and under control over the last sixteen or so months.  There is always plenty of 
space for anyone who wants to explore family history, ponder and reflect on life’s 
experiences or simply enjoy a few moments whilst gazing at the flowers and listening 
to the sounds of our living churchyard.
Everyone is invited to join us for a Celebration BBQ from 4.30pm to 6.30pm on 
Saturday September 25th in the Churchyard so that we can thank our Merry Mowers 
for all their hard work and enjoy all that the churchyard offers to our community.
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Wheels for the World: Supported Distribution to Kenya August-September 2021

One of the last events held in the Village Hall before Lockdown in March 2020 was 
a fund-raising tea for my trip to Kenya distributing wheelchairs and mobility aids.  
Obviously due to the pandemic the trip never happened, but the dilemmas of disabled 
people still need addressing.  Using technology I am now able to work with Kenyan 
therapists and techies from the comfort of my sofa using WhatsApp to advise on 
seating their clients. 

I have been asked to lead another Supported Distribution team, once again to 
Elburgon, supporting Pastor Davis who works with disadvantaged and marginalised 
people in rural Kenya.  Over £600 was raised at the tea event so I have sent a cheque to 
Pastor Davis who was extremely grateful for your generosity.  He has used the money 
to buy a Router to improve internet connection, provide transport to enable clients 
to get to the Centre from rural areas, serve them a nourishing meal as malnutrition is 
rampant and give them some of the bare essentials of life which we take for granted eg. 
Pampers for disabled children.
A team of therapists and techies from Wheels for the World are working in shifts 
on Mondays and Fridays for six weeks, supporting the Kenyan team as they fit NHS 
wheelchairs, buggies, rollators and crutches to local clients, many of whom have spent 
their life being carried, crawling or stuck in a dark hut never seeing the sunshine. Each 
client is offered a Bible and given the opportunity to pray with a pastor, which many 
value since life in Kenya during the pandemic has been extremely tough as mental 
health problems in families are rampant.
Please pray that many lives will be changed by the provision of a wheelchair or mobility 
aid and the gift of a Bible.  Further information and the Blog can be found on www.
throughtheroof.org 

Jill Jenkinson
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` 

Services for the Shaftesbury Team Ministry – September 2021 

 

 
5th September 
14th  Sunday after 

Trinity 
 

12th September 
15th Sunday after 

Trinity 

19th September 
16th Sunday after 

Trinity 

26th September 
17th Sunday after 

Trinity 

St Peter’s 

 
9:30am 

Family Service 

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion  

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion 

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion  
 

St James’ 
 

9:30am 
Parish Communion  

 
6:00pm 

Pilgrim Service 

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion 
 

 
6:00pm 

Reflective Evening 
Eucharist 

St John’s  
Enmore Green 

 
11.15am 

Family Service 

 
 

 
11:15am  

Parish Communion 
 

 
 

St Mary’s 
Motcombe 

 
6:00pm 

Evening Communion 

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion 

 
6:00pm 

Evening Worship 

 
9:30am 

Parish Communion 

St Mary’s  
Compton Abbas 

   
11:15am 

Parish Communion 
 

 

St Thomas’ 
Melbury Abbas 

 
 

11:15am 
Matins 

 11:15am 
Parish Communion 

St Margaret’s 
Margaret Marsh 

11:15am 
Matins 

  
 

 
 

St Luke’s 
The Orchards 

 11:15am 
Parish Communion 

  

     
 
Please check with your church regarding Covid safety procedures still in place and observe any 

measures they are requesting so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible.  
Thank you. 
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St Thomas, Melbury Abbas

Pet Service at St Thomas’s

29th August       10.00am  Team Barn Service at Margaret Marsh 
 
12th September 1 11.15am  Parish Communion

Our services are gradually evolving with a new pattern of keeping a safe distance and 
wearing face masks but being able to sing again, hear the bells and celebrate weddings 
and christenings.
On October 3rd we will be holding our Harvest Festival service followed by a ‘bring your 
own’ Harvest lunch in the Village hall - see separate advertisement for details - To book 
a place contact Hannah:_kay@rocketmail. mobile 07967 009353.  
Ride and Stride will be on 11th September. Nigel Kay, Jon Dakin and Rufus Bird will be 
taking part so we should try to support them. The money they collect goes to Dorset 
Historic Churches Trust who often help us with our bigger building projects, and the 
other half comes to us, so well worth supporting.

The post of Team Rector is being readvertised in September with a view to interviewing 
in November. Unfortunately the previous advertisement did not produce any suitable 
applicants.

St Thomas’s Preservation Society is planning to hold an Autumn Coffee morning early 
in October. More details in the next Key Ring.
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Elizabeth Sandys-Renton

Sadly, Elizabeth died in hospital on Tuesday 3rd August.  She suffered a serious stroke 
at her Motcombe home about 10 days ago.  Her family were with her. Elizabeth had 
earned our respect in many ways; the world is poorer without her.

From the Registers: 

On Saturday 31st July we celebrated the Wedding of Hannah Craine and Kim Chan.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in September
There will be a service of Holy Communion at 11.15am on Sunday 19th September. 

Music and Silence 
 
St Mary’s is open every day for private prayer and reflection. In addition to this, starting 
on 8th September there will be music playing quietly in the church between 5.30 
and 6.30 pm every Wednesday, for anyone who finds this an aid to contemplation. All 
welcome, whether to stay for the whole hour, or just drop in for a while.

Parish Conversation
There will be a PCC meeting on 15th September. We will be discussing how to organise 
our postponed Parish Conversation about the future of St Mary’s. We still intend to 
invite everyone in the village to take part in this – though, sadly, there won’t be a new 
Team Rector in post by then to join us. I hope there will be more news in the next issue 
of Key Ring.
In the meantime, thank you to those who have been praying for our attempts to 
discern the way forward. Please go on praying.

Weddings
Congratulations to Alex Wetherilt and Scott Henstridge, who were married in St Mary’s 
on 24th July. Alex’s family has a long-standing connection with our church and we were 
delighted that she and Scott chose to be married in Compton Abbas. We wish them a 
long and happy life together.  
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The Orchards & Margaret Marsh

We are sorry to hear that Pam is retiring in the Spring.

Thank you to Elspeth and Martin Scott for hosting the July Tea & Chat, where the cakes 
were wonderful!

September Services:
5th St Margaret’s 11.15am  Matins
12th  St Luke’s  11.15am  Communion

It is great to have singing and the bells ringing again.

On 11th September, to coincide with Ride & Stride, we are having a little flower festival 
at St Margaret’s from 11am to 5pm for all to see. Any helpers, please phone Do 
Trowbridge 01747 852195.

The Ride & Stride contact is Sophie Henderson, 01747 852419

We send our condolences to Betty Geeves and family on the death of Grahame and we 
send our love.

St Luke’s  West Orchard

St Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh
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07933 992389
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Changes to Team Office Opening Hours

From September the Team Office opening hours will be changing slightly in order to 
accommodate a course which, with the kind permission of Revd Pam and the Team 
Council, Barbara is taking on for the next ten months. 

So, from Monday 6th September the Office will be open as follows:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   9am – 12 noon
Tuesday 1.30pm – 4.30pm

Stand For Synod  

Have you ever thought of standing for the General Synod of the Church of England?  

The Church wants to encourage a broad range of voices to our national decision-
making body. 

Standing for General Synod is an opportunity to represent your community and the 
Diocese of Salisbury at a national level.

Members of Synod have a say in national legislation that affects all parts of the Church 
of England. Together with the Westminster Parliament, it is the only body which can 
make national law for England.

In addition to legislation, members can also raise issues and contribute to debates on a 
wide range of social and policy matters of national and international significance. 

Nominations opened on on 30 July 2021 and will close on 8 September 2021). 
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The following letter has been received from Callum Humphries, Church Engagement 
and Fundraising Offi  cer for Christian Aid.

Dear Friends

Thank you for your generous gift of £2,355.31.  With your gift this Christian Aid Week you 
are supporting communities to access a reliable source of water, helping to provide a stable 
income and to keep families healthy.

In Kitui, Kenya, your gifts will support women like Florence to access a reliable water source.  
With her local dam, Florence can grow tomatoes, onions, papayas and chillies on her farm.  
With the water harvested she keeps bees and sells the rich golden honey for cash at the mar-
ket.  The dam gives Florence strength to withstand even the most unpredictable weather.  
It’s a reliable water source whether she faces prolonged drought or relentless rain storms.

A few years ago, like millions in Kenya, Florence was struggling to cope.  At that time she 
had no water to grow crops, her children were hungry, and she had to walk for hours on a 
dangerous journey to collect water.  “Life was miserable”, she told us. Now with support from 
our partner Florence is proud to show us something remarkable - a dam full of fresh water.  
Florence told us, “My life has changed.  I am very happy.  You can see it in my face:  my face is 
shining.  I have strength and power.”

This is all thanks to people like you and life changing gifts  With your support we’re working 
with our local partner Anglican Development Services Eastern (ADSE)) to  build better earth 
dams to harvest more water, sow drought-tolerant crops and to denmand that govern-
ments prioritise climate justice.  Together these activities make all the diff erence.

Thank you for your gift this Christian Aid Week.  Together we stop this climate crisis.

Callum Humphries
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

Children’s Society Annual Quiz Night

Saturday 2nd October at 7pm
Motcombe Village Hall

Join up with friends / colleagues / relatives / neighbours to enjoy the fun, food and a 
raffle on Quiz Night 2021.

Form a team of up to six people (we may be able to help if you can’t get all six).
Tickets are available by mailing shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com with your name, number 
of tickets and your phone number.

Tickets cost £12 and include a ploughmans, a dessert, tea / coffee. Please bring your 
own wine.

A great way to enjoy the late Autumn and have some collective fun after a year of 
restrictions!

The event is subject to government advisories should they arise.

It is good to be able to report that following ceaseless campaigning the Children’s 
Society has managed to persuade the Government to take action on reducing the cost 
of compulsory school uniform. This will do much to relieve the pressure on less well off 
families.

mailto:shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH 2021

ISSUE IS FRIDAY 12th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE OCTOBER 2021 

ISSUE IS FRIDAY, 17TH 
SEPTEMBER AT 5PM
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