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Open House is a community drop in centre offering support and advice to those who seek our help 

Open Tuesdays at Father’s House 10 – 2pm 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of our quarterly newsletter, updating our volunteers and 

supporters on the work of Open House 

Open House is thriving as we continue to help those in Shaftesbury that seek our services. 

Despite recent conditions and restrictions we continue to be  blessed with a full team of 

volunteers and our Tuesday drop in sessions remain a hub of activity.  Our outside seating 

area has been beneficial during sunnier days and the coffee bar is back to normal, serving 

cake in the mornings and soup at lunch time. In the first 6 months of this year, Open house 

has received 51 visits  to the advisory services (Housing, Benefits and Supports Service), 49 

visits for Emergency aid , which include Gillingham food bank parcels, Household packs and 

Toiletry packs and 24 Store House deliveries, despite being closed during lock down. 

However we have received many more visits from our regulars who join us for a chat over a 

cuppa and a slice of cake.  

Summer Holiday 

Activity Packs 

Thank you to everyone who donated items 

for the activity packs. Open house made 

up over 80 packs for boys and girls up to 

the age or 12. At the beginning of the 

Summer holidays, each child of a client 

that has used our services in the past year, 

had an opportunity to pick up a pack.  Many thanks to everyone who 

help put together, organise and deliver packs but special thanks goes 

to Natalie K, Clare W, and Diana Mc and Sarah M., who put in many 

hours to achieve this. There are a few spare packs left for ANY 

children that would like to have one, just ask Nikki or Helen. 

 

Left - One happy boy receiving his pack  Right - Contents of an activity pack for a ‘Preschool boy’ 

 

  

Shaftesbury Fringe at Father’s House Saturday 28th August 2021,  7:30 

Please join us at Father’s House - Venue 4 for the Acoustic cafe. All proceeds including a 

ten prize raffle will go to Open House.  The line up for the evening include - Rich Atkinson & 

The New Billionaires, Pete Robson,Theo Powell, David Vina, Mike Thompson and more. 
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It seems like a long time since ‘Open Fridge‘ opened in the middle of 

May.  This has been a really successful project with many people 

using the facility. Thanks to an amazing team of over 15  volunteers, 

‘Open Fridge’ is able to open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

between the hours of 10am and 4pm. These are our summer opening 

hours that will be revised for the winter months.  Open Fridge is really 

grateful to local businesses supporting this initiative and particular 

thanks go to Waitrose Gillingham, Co-Op Gillingham, Tesco 

Shaftesbury, Home Farris, Tokes Farm  and Virginia Hayward. Much thanks is also given to 

the many members of the public that generously give to Open Fridge. 

  

 

 

 

Tabled below are the first quarterly statistics and some happy customers! 

 

Month 2021 Weight of 
food 
donated 
each month 
in Kg 

Number of 
Customer 
visits to 
Open 
Fridge 

May 194.5 83 

June 447.7 175 

July 521.85 184 
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The Great Big Tree  Festival -  Shaftesbury  

Over the weekend of the 23rd - 26th September, there is a celebration of Trees run by Planet 

Shaftesbury. There are a variety of events, run by many local organisations and Open house 

has been invited to participate. If you are interested in participating, in conjunction with Open 

House, please contact Nikki  with your ideas before  10th September.  

 

Many thanks to Gillingham food bank who gave Open House 

the opportunity to participate in the TESCO food collection over 

a weekend in July. We really appreciate Gillingham food bank’s 

help and the Open House volunteers who collected a large 

amount of non perishable food.  Open House has a long 

standing connection with Gillingham food bank and Open 

Doors in Gillingham, as we work together to   address the needs 

of the local area.  

 

 

 
 

Many Thanks to our volunteer Catherine Simmonds who organised the ‘Grow to Give’ scheme 

in conjunction with the local allotments.  Once permission was arranged through the Town 

Council, Open House placed  ‘drop boxes’ in the allotments of St. James and Mampitts, where 

gardeners can donate excess produce and OH volunteers collect it weekly along with fresh 

vegetables from the Springhead Trust gardens. Both Open House and Open Fridge benefit 

from the produce.   

 

● For the people of Shaftesbury that need to access our services, that they will hear 

about Open House and feel welcomed when they arrive. 

● Funding for core costs and the continued operations of Open House 

 

● Give thanks for the success of  Open Fridge and that it will continue to be a blessing 

to those who use it 

● Give thanks for a successful volunteer training day in the spring and that the team 

will continue to work well as we serve God together in our endeavours   

 
 

01747 852994 
info@openhouseshaftesbury.co.uk 
www.openhouseshaftewsbury.co.uk 
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