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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  Vacant

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   Pam  has Friday as her day off

Associate Priest                   The Revd Tim Heaton tim4heaton@yahoo.c.uk
                                                   01747 841076

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Tuesday 2pm to 5pm

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:            The Revd Pam Rink   pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219



3

Leading Article

Something for your Christmas wish list

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! I can’t believe it’s been seven months since 
I started working with the Shaftesbury Team. The time has gone like a flash, but I’ve 
certainly enjoyed every moment of it. And now there’s the Christmas festival to look 
forward to, a time when we can expect to welcome many visitors and the less frequent 
churchgoers into our churches.
There’s so much to say about the Christmas story, but the person who summed it up in 
just eight perfect words was St John the Evangelist: “The Word became flesh and lived 
among us.” The Incarnation of the Word of God goes much deeper than the Nativity 
narratives themselves, though they are what we enjoy most at this time. The mystery of 
the Word made flesh is the story of the whole Bible, the history of salvation, and the only 
way we can ever hope to understand it, even in a tiny way, is to read the Bible more; not 
just to hear it read in church on Sundays, but to follow a daily devotion of reading it every 
day of the week at home. Every day belongs to God and every day is holy.
The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) was established in 1922 to help Christians around 
the world to do this. Now, to celebrate their centenary next year, they’ve published this 
excellent book called The BRF Book of 365 Bible Reflections. There’s just a page a day to 
read: a short Bible passage followed by a reflection on it. Why not put it on your Christmas 
wish list and make it your New Year’s resolution to read it every day? You can order it from 
any bookshop or direct from brfonline.org.uk at the price of £14.99.

Because I write for BRF’s New Daylight Bible reading notes 
I was invited to contribute a reflection to this centenary 
collection. That’s not a reason for you to get it! There 
are 364 reflections better than mine, but I hope that by 
reading it you will come to grow in your discipleship and 
become ever more aware of the love that God has for you, 
a love shown in his gift to us of the Christ-child. This could 
be the best gift that anyone gives you this Christmas. 
Merry Christmas everyone, and a Happy New Year. 

The Revd Tim Heaton
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LETTER FROM BISHOP KAREN

An uncluttered Christmas

Having just returned from leading a Diocesan pilgrimage to Iona, I am reflecting 
upon the rich threads which weave their way through Celtic Spirituality, including 
an appreciation of God’s creation. A life that treads gently on the earth because God 
created it and gave it to us to enjoy also reflects the fifth mark of mission: To strive to 
safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. COP26 
provided a platform for Christians as well as other environmentalists to highlight some 
of the ways God’s earth is being damaged beyond repair, calling us all to live simpler 
lives.
Advent is a time for preparation and gives all of us an opportunity to make changes 
to the ways we live to make the world a better place. As consumers, the temptation is 
to accumulate and to waste; as Christians, the call is to be generous and live as good 
stewards. The trappings of Christmas surround us – do we really need another special 
bauble for the tree?  Or that glittery wrapping paper that will not easily recycle? Can we 
invite people in for a simple supper? Or give just one or two presents and not the usual 
dozen?
The first Christmas was very much a stripped-back affair. God’s Son, born in simplicity, 
grew up to teach the same simplicity, telling us not to store up possessions, and to give 
things away to others. His appreciation of the birds of the  air and the lilies in the field 
were a challenge to our own worries and anxiety about ‘many things’.
Therefore, let our response be to tread gently on the earth, too: pointing out to those 
who have influence when the decisions they take mar God’s creation; preparing 
through a simple advent, and welcoming the Christ child in the most uncluttered way 
we can.

+Karen
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St Peter’s

From Edred Bowman

After 27 years as a Reader (LLM) in the Diocese of Salisbury, I have decided to retire. 
My licensing to the Iwerne Valley Benefice, with its then Rector, the Revd Eric Sellgren, 
took place at Salisbury Cathedral on 1st October 1994 after 3 years study/training 
under Revd Jonathan Meyrick, Rector of Tisbury - later Bishop of Lynn (retiring this 
year). During my study/training, I was fortunate to be attached for three months to the 
Shaftesbury Benefice with Revd David Dicker. Little did I know then, that in 2008, my 
wife and I would move to Shaftesbury.

Before returning to the U.K. on retirement in 1990, I was Managing Director of Barclays 
Bank in Uganda where for four of the six years there, I was a Reader in the Dioceses of 
Kampala with the Revd George Katswesygie - later Bishop of Kigezi when I attended 
his consecration (a 4 hour service!!) in Kabale Cathedral in October 2003 - and Busoga 
visiting many parishes and learning basic Lugandan - the local language.
 
My Ministry here in the Salisbury Diocese has included terms on the Milton & Blandford 
Deanery Synod, the Diocesan Synod, various PCC’s and a Governor and subsequently 
Chair of the Board for St Andrew’s CofE School, Fontmell Magna. 

On moving to Shaftesbury, Revd Clive Thomas authorised me to take Communion 
to several residential establishments - Butts Mead House, John Shoobridge Court, 
The Pavilions, and The Cedars. Later assisting Revd Helen Dawes when called upon. I 
was also appointed Asst Chaplain Royal British Legion and Chaplain Royal Air Force 
Association. Both appointments I shall be relinquishing. 

It has been a varied and fulfilling Ministry and I am most grateful to the many mentors 
who have guided me on my journey of Faith. I am most pleased that Bishop Karen has 
added me to the list of Reader’s (LLM) Emeritus.

With continued Blessings to you all,

Edred 

Apology
This letter should have appeared in November’s issue of Key Ring to coincide with 
Edred Bowman’s retirement but  unfotunately it was  missed it out. I am sure I speak for 
all of us when I wish Edred a well-deserved and very happy retirement. (Ed)
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CHRISTMAS AT ST PETER’S 

29th November – Late Night Shoppers Christmas Carol Service- the church will be open 
from 6pm with the service beginning about 6.30pm.

19th December- 4th Sunday of Advent - Last Sunday before Christmas
There is a Christmas Street Market in Shaftesbury and we hope an outdoor Nativity 
play.
9.30am – Parish Communion
12noon to 1.30pm - Soup and Ploughman’s lunch in the Church Hall
12noon to 3pm - Stories round the Christmas Tree and other activities for children. This 
will be suitable for children up to the age of 9 or 10. Please note that the children must 
be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
6pm – Nine lessons and Carol Service 

24th December – Christmas Eve
4pm - Crib Service 
6pm – First Communion of Christmas 

25th December – Christmas Day
9.30am– Christmas Morning Communion
The details of the afternoon will be displayed outside the church on 19th December 
and will also  be available on pew sheets from 5th December.

ANGEL TREE PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
We will be supporting the Fellowship this Christmas. Further information on how to 
support this charity are in leaflets at the back of the church – or contact Emma Smith 
on 01747 855753,  e-mail emmasmith07@btinternet.com for more information.

BEST WISHES  FROM IDA AND EDRED BOWMAN
Dear  Friends,
We were both very much touched by the `farewell from Ministry’ gifts of a Book Token and a 
basket bouquet which were presented to us at the Benefice Service at St. Peter’s on October 
31sr. Also the very kind words from the Reverends Tom and Pam. 
We are not leaving you and will continue to serve whenever required.
With much love and all blessings. 
Ida and Edred Bowman 

MARY SEYMOUR 
Mary died on October 14th 2021 and we will be examining  her eventful life in a future 
edition of Key Ring.  In the meantime we send our deepest sympathy to all her family.  
A Memorial Service will be held on April 7th 2022 at Milton Abbas.  
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and look forward to an improving New Year, 

mailto:emmasmith07@btinternet.com
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but let Thomas Hardy have the last word.

CHRISTMAS EVE, and twelve of the clock.
“Now they are all on their knees,”
An elder said as we sat in a flock
By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,
Nor did it occur to one of us there
To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave
In these years! Yet, I feel,
If someone said on Christmas Eve,
“Come; see the oxen kneel,

“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,”
I should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptisms
24th October  Harry Streets 
7th November       Arthur Holland   We welcome them into God’s family 

Memorial Service 
23rd October  Olive North  
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St James’ Church

Dates for your Diary
Shaftesbury Orchestra is kindly giving a concert at St James on Monday 6th December 
at 7pm, open to St James’ only. 
On 12th December there will be a public performance at the Town Hall.

Fragile Signs
I wonder how you regard spiders?  Some people find them scary, others keep them as 
pets or friends.  The following is a beautiful legend about spiders. 
     Whilst fleeing from King Herod, Mary and Joseph found shelter in a cave.  After 
some time, they could hear the tramp of the soldiers coming ever nearer; soldiers who 
had been ordered by the King to kill all baby boys.  A spider swinging at the mouth of 
the cave intuited the danger and with speed and skill wove a web across part of the 
entrance.  The soldiers’ feet stopped outside the cave and Mary and Joseph waited in 
terror, praying that no sound or cry would alert the platoon to their presence.  A voice 
remarked, ‘Look! A huge spider’s web across the entrance, nobody can be inside’, and 
with relief the family listened as the sound of marching feet receded.
     Sometimes God’s world and its tiniest creatures show us how, by doing our small 
part, events can be transformed and our hearts opened to glory.    
  

The Spider
A spider wove its web in an obscure corner 

of our front garden wall.
The frost covered it, jewelled it

So that it shone and shimmered, glistened as it swayed
Whilst the gentle breeze blew through it.

And I wondered why such extravagant beauty,
Such exquisite creation should be placed

Where only I and the passing postman saw it,
Paused briefly, and marvelled, and passed on our way.

        Jill Fuller

Services 

December
Tuesday 21st at 7pm – St James’ Carol Service with choir
24th Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 11.30pm at St Mary’s, Motcombe
25th Christmas Day at 10am – St James
26th Boxing Day Team Service at 10am – at St John’s
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January
Sunday 23rd at 10.30am – United Service at Father’s House
    (Week of Prayer for Christian Unity)
Sunday 30th at 10am – Team Service at Melbury Abbas (with Rev Pam Rink)

Father’s House Christmas Hampers
Father’s House has put out a plea for contributions towards their Christmas hampers 
which will be needed more than ever this year. Gifts of either money or goods can be 
taken direct to Father’s House or Andie Blows will be happy to accept them at her home 
(30 St James’ Street).

Recycling for Charity
Whilst in the current situation we cannot collect bottle tops, stamps can still be 
collected and recycled for the Air Ambulance. December in particular usually generates 
more mail so if you could please keep your stamps that would be wonderful. Many 
thanks.
Janice Jackson

From the Registers

Baptism
December 12th – Ellie Elizabeth Monaghan
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St John’s, Enmore Green

December 5        11.15am  Parish Communion
December 12      11.15am  Morning Prayer
December 19  3.30pm  Traditional Carol Service
December 26       10.00am  Team Service Communion 
    Celebration of St. John the Evangelist and Apostle 

January 2 11.15am  Parish Communion
January 9 11.15am  Morning Prayer
January 16 11.15am  Morning Worship
January 23 11.15am  Morning Prayer
January 30 10.00am  Team Service at Melbury Abbas 

Wednesday 1st December Advent Coffee Morning
10.00am to 12 noon
St. John’s Church Hall
Plus Christmas Raffle 

Our Christmas Programme 

Friday 17 December – 6pm  - Carol Singing around the Christmas Tree on The Green

Saturday 18 December – Festive Afternoon with the Music of Andre Rieu
In St. John’s Church 3pm to 5pm Tickets £5.00.  
To book a place please ring Jo on 01747 850432 or Jean on 07514 999257 

Sunday 19th December          3.30pm. Traditional Carol Service
With Reverend Chris Wray and The St. John’s Occasional Singers 

Christmas Day
10am   Christmas Communion  In St. James Church 

Sunday 26 December
10.00am  Team Service Communion
  Patronal Festival for St. John the Evangelist and Apostle

Wednesday 5 January 2022 - Coffee Morning in St. John’s Church Hall
10am to 12noon
Let’s bring in the New Year together
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Saturday 15 January – Coffee morning in St. John’s Church Hall
10am to 12noon
With the Fair Trade Stall run by Arthur Simmonds 

THE CHURCH TENT AT THE GILLINGHAM AND SHAFTESBURY SHOW 2021 

With all the doubts swirling about with Covid it was a leap of faith for the Show 
Organisers to go ahead, albeit in a two day format.  

The Church Tent had a prominent position and became very popular with its amazing 
array of cakes on offer – all provided by the churches in Gillingham, Shaftesbury and 
Stour Vale.  Along with the cakes, coffee and tea were served by our friendly church 
volunteers .
   
Almost £2,000 was raised and the organising committee decided to share the money 
between charities that represent who we are in Dorset.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust
Farming Community Network
North Dorset Women’s Refuge 
Dorset Wild Life Trust 
Church Ordinands Fund which supports those in ministry training. 
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Ringing church bells for COP 26 and Remembrance Sunday

For years church bells have been rung to tell the local community about warnings or 
celebrations so they could respond appropriately.  On October 30th at 6pm St Mary’s 
bell ringers joined with others across the country to ring the bells as a warning of 
impending disaster if the COP 26 meeting fails to bring about some lasting changes to 
reduce temperatures. 

Do you every wonder what the bell ringers are trying to tell you each time you hear 
church bells ring, for example on Practice Nights, Sunday Services, or Weddings?  Next 
time you hear them listen very carefully - are the bells being rung in ‘rounds’ (1,2,3,4,5,6) 
or do the bells change places (call changes or methods)? 

On Remembrance Sunday, and for other solemn occasions, the bells are muffled (either 
totally or only one side) by placing a custom made leather cap on one or both sides of 
the ‘clapper’.  This is the part of the bell that hits the outer bell shell and will therefore 
give a muffled sound either every stroke or alternate stroke which sounds like an echo.  
Our bells were muffled for Remembrance Sunday as a mark of respect for those who 
have given their lives in the service of mankind.

Remembrance at Motcombe School

The Year 6 pupils have all worked hard to participate in remembrance activities and 
educate the younger pupils.  They sold poppies to the school community and recorded 
a Virtual Remembrance Assembly for the school to watch on Thursday November 
11th at 11am.  During their studies the Year 6 pupils have been doing some research 
and finding out about the lives of soldiers in the First and Second World Wars.  Pupils 
planted wooden crosses in the Garden of Remembrance at the Village War Memorial 
on November 11th, recalling the names of those from the village and local community 
who gave their lives in the service of their country. A Faith Ambassador represented 
the school community at the Remembrance Day Service and laid a wreath at the War 
Memorial.
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St. Mary’s is joining social media

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe has leapt into the digital world by joining social media.  
In taking Mission onto social media platforms, the church hopes to engage with the 
communities of Motcombe and beyond through friendship, fellowship and faith.  

Each day will highlight different aspects of Church.  There will be information about 
services and events; interesting views and facts about the church and much more.  On 
Mondays the services for the week will be provided.  The rest of the week will focus 
on themes to get people thinking about their relationship with the Church whether 
this is as a community building they’d like to know more about, wanting to support 
the Church by attending events or thoughtful reflections which explore faith.  The 
messages will be for everyone, whether people go to church regularly, less often or 
never.

In going digital the church will adopt the values of the Church of England Digital 
Charter:
“Be safe, Be respectful, Be kind, Be honest, Take responsibility, Be a good ambassador, 
Disagree well, Credit others, Follow the rules.”.  We look forward to sharing and 
learning together as we explore these new opportunities.

You will find us here:
On Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmotcombe
On Instagram:   https://www.instagram.com/stmarysmotcombe/
On Twitter:   https://twitter.com/stmarysmotcombe
For further information or items for inclusion please contact Jan Leivers via the 
churchwardens.

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmotcombe
https://www.instagram.com/stmarysmotcombe/
https://twitter.com/stmarysmotcombe
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Advent Calendar - walking round the village - December 1st onwards

Watch this space!  From December 1st until Christmas Eve daily numbered clues will 
be posted on ‘What’s Going on in Motcombe’ Facebook page, in ‘Motcombe WhatsApp 
Group’ and in the shop.  When solved you will be guided to a street or location in 
the village.  You will then be left to find the house or building which is showing the 
appropriate number and reward yourself with a treat supplied by the house owner.  
Both the I adage and the Church will feature again.  It was very successful last year 
and a great way to explore the village either with your family or by yourself whilst dog 
walking.  Enjoy this different Advent Calendar and thanks to ‘Mandy Motcombe’ for 
designing and organising this event.

Carol service with mulled wine and mince pies - December 16th 2021

A Service of carols and readings will take place on Thursday December 16th at 6pm 
when the church will be decorated for Christmas.  You are most welcome to join in the 
festivities and hear again the message of Christmas through words and music.

Carols with a donkey. - December 19th 2021

On Sunday December 19th at 5pm villagers will be meeting at the Coppleridge with 
Shaftesbury Town Silver Band for Carol Singing whilst following a donkey down 
through the village to the Memorial Hall where there will be more carols and mince 
pies.  There will be stops along the way, but especially at The Grange where residents 
will have an opportunity to join in the festivities.  Any children who would like to be 
Mary or Joseph and ride the donkey are welcome to come suitably dressed!

Christmas services - December 24th and 25th

Christmas Eve:  11.30pm  Team Christmas Midnight Communion
Christmas Day:     9.30am  Christmas Day Communion

A date for your new diary - January 15th 2022

As you will see from the main advertisement in Key Ring, there is a concert at St 
Mary’s Church on January 15th 2022 given by the Tamesis Chamber Choir.  It is being 
organised by Andrew and Catherine Johnston as their daughter Katie used to be a 
member.  Please come to support this fund raising event and enjoy some Beautiful 
Music for Epiphany.  Tickets and further information from Andrew Johnston on 01747 
852693 or johnston.nnp@gmail.com
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07933 992389
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 
 
28th November  11.15 am  Parish Communion
12th December  11.15 am  Matins
19th December    6.30 pm  Carol Service
25th December  11.15 am  Christmas Day Communion

9th January  11.15 am  Matins
23rd January  11.15 am  Parish Communion
30th January  10.00 am  Team Service at St Thomas’s.

Harvest

Rodney Atwood took the service of Harvest Festival on 3rd October, well supported 
with thirty in attendance, bells beforehand and four seasonal hymns.  With the aid 
of churchwarden Jon Dakin and his music, he spoke about how the beauties of the 
English countryside were reflected in the glories of English music.  This was with special 
reference to Ralph Vaughan Williams’s ‘The Lark ascending’, and also ‘Summer is Icumen 
In’ from the fourteenth century.  Its earliest copy was in the British Library probably 
made in Oxford in 1265 for a monk, the colourful William of Winchester.  He is ‘colourful’ 
because he was hauled up in front of the bishop of Hereford for repeatedly breaking his 
vow of chastity, especially with Agnes of Avenbury, who was a nun. ‘Sumer is Icumen in’ 
is probably the oldest non-Latin ‘folk’ song in Europe.

Harvest lunch

The Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group organised the annual Harvest Lunch 
which was held at the village hall on Sunday 3rd October. Hannah Kay reports:
We decided to change the format slightly in that we made it ‘Bring your own lunch’ 
which worked incredibly well, people came along with a party and organised a ‘picnic’ 
bring and share lunch or just catered for their own party feeling confident that all 
dietary and allergy requirements had been catered for. Also this format limited the 
potential waste of food if people had to cancel last minute due to Covid restrictions 
so it was a win win all round. We had 50 or so people, who came along and enjoyed 
feeling ‘normal’ and had a good old chat and catch up with friends both old and 
new. Thank you for all support, the raffle raised £142 towards funds which support our 
Bursary applicants. A wonderful afternoon was had by all. 

St Thomas’s Preservation Society Autumn Sale

This was held in the village hall on October 9th. It was very successful and raised 
£602 which will be needed to restore the heating to the church. It was also a good 
opportunity for everyone to sit in the café and catch up with familiar faces.
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CHRISTMAS GREETING FROM CHRISTIAN AID
This comes with warm wishes from Christian Aid and the Shaftesbury Area Committee.  

Here we are at the end of another strange year, with only a partial return to normality. 
We have missed not being able to host our usual Lent Lunches which gave us the 
added bonus of meeting so many of our friends from around the area and also 
during CA Week.  However, it was so encouraging and moving to receive donations 
via our churches and letter-boxes – thank you so much.  This was obviously evident 
countrywide because we hear from HQ that £5,000,000 was donated overall – a truly 
wonderful and blessed response.  

During the year we saw such heart-rending pictures of suffering and hardship in many 
parts of the world and due to the generosity and sympathy shown by supporters, CA 
was able to play their part in helping to alleviate that suffering and provide life-giving 
help to those in such desperate need. We hope that 2022 will see a return of some of 
our activities, although the committee is much reduced in man-power.  We said farewell 
to several of our church representatives who, as they’ve grown older have either 
moved away to be nearer their families or are not so fit as they once were.  It would be 
wonderful to be able to recruit some willing helpers to take their places, but until then, 
events will have to be tailored to meet our numbers.  However, look out for notices and 
posters.  

Till then, we would ask you to remember the work of CA in your prayers, especially at 
Christmas, which we hope will be a happy, peaceful and blessed time for you all.                                                                                            
SB 

Foot Care in your home
Nail cutting, corns and Callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP  MAFHP

Please call us on - 07484 855 370
Email - fionabill_footcare@btinternet.com

mailto:fionabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Thank you to those who contributed to the Tommy sign which we will display annually 
at the time of Remembrance. The venue will change so that each village in the Parish 
will have the opportunity to be part of our Parish commemoration for all those who 
valiantly lost their lives or continue to serve our country.

Thank you to all those who supported the Barbecue at Vale Farm West Orchard 
The event raised an incredible £400 for St Luke’s.
Such a lovely evening. A chance to gather together and catch up with neighbours and 
friends.
Thank you so much John and Maureen for your generosity.

Tea and Chat
 A reminder that we have restarted our monthly Tea and Chat gatherings. As before, 
we will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month between 2.30pm and 3.30pm at 
a venue in each parish in rotation. If you would like to take a turn at hosting please 
contact Rita. It would be good to put some future dates in the Magazine to spread the 
word. If you haven’t been before and would enjoy just socialising over a cup of tea and 
a piece of cake it would be good to see you.
Future dates and venues will be on Parish Notice boards.

We hope you will continue to appreciate our regular services, which are as follows:

at St Margaret’s
First Sunday of the month  11.15am  Parish Communion (BPC)/Matins

at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month  11.15am  Morning Prayer/Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a Church 
Warden

Also

Christingle  Sunday 28th November  4pm      St James
Carol Service  Sunday 19th December    4pm       St Margaret’s - Margaret Marsh 

e-Contact
The Team use e-Contact mailing to keep you up to date with news and information.
If you don’t already receive this and would like to sign up for e-Contact mailing, please 
email the Team Office at office@shaftesburyCofE.org.uk  you will then be added to the 
list.

mailto:office@shaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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We would like to arrange more fundraising to help maintain our churches for our 
communities. Please contact us if you have any ideas or proposals.

Thank you to everyone who helped with our little flower festival which went well.

From the Registers

Baptism
 On 7th November, Bertie Trevor Forward, youngest son of Rob & Cally Forward, was 
baptised at St Margaret’s. We welcome him into the Lord’s family.”

WHAT ARE YOU SCARED OF
If you are suffering from one of the following?

Answers

 Coulrophobia    Clowns
 Brontophobia    Thunder
 Pyrophobia    Fire
 Thalassophobia    The sea
 Ichthyophobia    Fish
 Xenophobia    Strangers
 Heliophobia    The sun
 Tokophobia    Childbirth
 Phasmaphobia    Ghosts
 Entomophobia    Insects
 Arachnophobia    Spiders
 Ophidiophobia    Snakes
 Thanatophobia    Death or dying
 Ailurophobia    Cats
 Acrophobia    Heights



27



28

Open House drop-in sessions on a Tuesday prove to be increasingly popular with 
between 15 - 20 clients visiting each week.  We continue to offer all our services and 
are very blessed with a full complement of volunteers, with new volunteers joining 
us regularly.  We have noticed an increase in demand for Food Bank usage and this 
remains a concern for Open House.

Open Fridge has now been open for 6 months and is proving very successful with an 
increase of customers and donations, month on month.  On Saturday 23rd October we 
had our first ever Open Fridge Harvest Fun event.  Many families and members of the 
public had fun painting pebbles, making paper lanterns, chalk painting along with hot 
soup, tea, coffee and cake.  Children got the chance to plant seeds, taste vegetables, 
eat popcorn and the apples press contraption produced lovely juice that everyone 
enjoyed. The event was intended to build community and have an opportunity for 
the Fridge Volunteers to work together, as most volunteer roles are solitary. If you are 
interested to find out how well the event went, listen to it on ‘This is Alfred’ broadcast 
on Monday 25th October. 

Stephen manning the ‘Fridge’ during Harvest Fun

The following photograph, also taken at the Harvest Fun Day, is published by kind 
permission of Nikki Hall, mother of the little girl with the milk shake.
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We are looking forward to Christmas 
and  our very popular Christmas party 
on Friday 17th December.  Clients and 
their families who have visited us this 
year will receive an invitation, over a 
hundred invites will go out next week 
which includes around 70 children. 

The party is very popular, everyone 
gets a meal, Father Christmas visits, 
presents for the children and Hampers 
for everyone. Virginia Hayward once 
again has been very generous and will 
donate all the hamper boxes needed 
and fill 50. The rest of the contents will 
come from local churches, look out for 
the donation boxes, Fuel 10K products 
(local donation)  and volunteers will 
collect donations from the public at 
Tesco’s during the week commencing 
29th November.

As a charity we continue to exist on the 
generous donations of local people and 
grant applications. We currently have 
a shortfall of funds but as we pray we 
are confident that God will provide for 
the continuation of Open House and 
everything we do to support the people 
of Shaftesbury.  If you shop at Tesco, 
please support us by popping in the 
blue tokens for the Open house, this 
will run up till the end of the year.
If you would like to give our bank 
details are below or pop into the Open 

House office at Father’s House, open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.

Online bank details:
Bank Account Lloyds: Open House Shaftesbury
Sort code: 30-90-89
Account Number: 50173568
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Christmas Hamper Appeal 

Boxes of savoury crackers
Christmas puddings

Jams & spreads
Christmas chocolates & crisps

Non-alcoholic drinks
Boxes of Christmas crackers
Any other Christmas treats!

A gift card or money towards anything else needed.

If you would like to give to the Christmas Hamper appeal, there will be boxes in the 
porches of St Peter’s & St James’ where donations may be left.  We also will be collecting 
donations outside Tesco during the week commencing Monday 29th November.

We are also grateful for all past cash donations. Anyone wishing to make a cash donation 
towards our Christmas appeal can do this either online or by cheque dropped in at 
Open House Office, Father’s House, Christies Lane.

Online bank details:
Bank Account Lloyds: Open House Shaftesbury
Sort code: 30-90-89
Account Number: 50173568

Thank you for all your donations!
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• The Clubhouse is available to hire for weekday and 
weekend events. 

• Private and Commercial enquiries welcome.
• A number of 2021 Winter Sundays still available. 
• Also taking bookings now for 2022 & beyond.

Contact the Events & Hire Office:-
events@pythouseclub.co.uk | 01747 898045

 www.pythouseclub.co.uk

HIRE PYTHOUSE CLUB

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly
on the second Monday at
Bell Street United Church

at 10am
Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.

For details contact Keith Aylen
Tel.  01747 851018
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Preparing for Christmas
Are you good at arranging flowers or hanging decorations? If so, we’d welcome your 
help with getting the Church and the Church Hall ready for Christmas. There are lots 
of things to do, to make them look extra-special, from climbing ladders to providing 
greenery and garlands. If you have some time – or decorations – to spare, please 
contact Gillian Cross (811263) or another member of the PCC and ask for more details.

Sorry, There Won’t be a Crib Service

This year, for a variety of reasons, it won’t be possible to hold our annual Crib Service 
for children. (This has usually featured a Come-and-Join-In Nativity with a special guest 
appearance from Scrumpy Jack the donkey.) Please let us know if you’ll miss it and 
would like to see it return next year.

Friday 17 December 6pm-9.30pm Christmas Party with Carols

As announced in last month’s Key Ring, we shall be singing our carols at the Village 
Christmas Party on Friday 17th December. Everyone is welcome and the Church Hall is a 
great place to sing. Please bring a plate of food to share—drinks will be provided—and 
let us know your favourite carols! There haven’t been many chances to get together in 
the last couple of years and quite a few new people have moved into the village. We’ve 
delivered a flyer to every house in the village, giving details of this and other church 
events, so we hope this will be a good opportunity for people to meet. 

We would welcome feedback about this too. If you miss the traditional Carol Service in 
church, please let us know.

Christmas Day Service - Family Festival Communion at 11.15am

We’re glad to be having a service on Christmas Day. If you live in Compton or Twyford, 
look out for more details nearer the time, in the church Christmas card, which goes to 
every house in the village. 
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“All that is Good is Growing” 
Embracing the Spring 

 

A “Seasons of Sanctuary” Quiet Day  
to prepare for the season ahead 

led by Barbara Priest 
 (Licensed Lay Minister in Salisbury Diocese) 

 

Grove Farmhouse, Melbury Abbas SP7 0DE 
Saturday 12th February  :  10am – 4.00pm 

 

After the long winter, all creation bursts into 
action with the coming of Spring.  

As we approach this most optimistic of 
seasons, let us take some time to pause and 

embrace the many opportunities  
for new life and hope. 

 

£25.00 per person.  

Tea & Coffee provided but please bring a packed lunch. 

Numbers are limited so please book early  
to avoid disappointment. 

 

Contact: barbara@allegro.co.uk or 07717 133899 
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HOW ABOUT A FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS?

I have been a member of a Fairtrade Steering Group since we started campaigning for 
Shaftesbury to become a Fairtrade Town in 2008.

I am a Top Fair Trader with Traidcraft, a Christian based organisation which recently 
celebrated 40 years of trading Fair Trade & Ethical products. Although they can be 
accessed online, I have for very many years been a distributor of Traidcraft goods in 
Shaftesbury and the immediate area around (the area covered by Key Ring).

 If you are interested in obtaining Traidcraft products which not only include a very 
wide range of Fairly Traded food products as well as Cards & Stationery, Home & Garden 
and Clothing. You can contact me on 01747 853182 (landline that takes messages) 
or by e-mail at arthursimmonds303@icloud.com or come along to my house at 10 
Bimport where there is a big selection of foodstuffs in a small outbuilding.

There is no minimum order or carriage charges. You can arrange collection from my 
house or I can deliver locally.

Payment only on collection or delivery of goods in cash, by cheque or BACS.

I have a number of Christmas catalogues available or you can look on the Traidcraft 
website. I can offer goods at below the catalogue price.

When planning your Christmas, spare a thought for people in developing countries 
who are working hard to make a living and for whom Traidcraft is there to enable this 
to happen.

Arthur Simmonds
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“Of Shepherds and Kings”

An Epiphany Concert at St Mary’s Church, Motcombe, 
SP7 9NT 

Saturday 15th January 2022 at 6.00pm

Performed by 
Tamesis Chamber Choir

 https://tamesischamberchoir.com/ 

Celebrate the Epiphany and brighten your January with beautiful 
music to celebrate the arrival of the shepherds and the wise men at 

the stable in Bethlehem.

Watch a taste of things to come https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yqupy6lRz0s

Tickets £17.50
Available through Andrew Johnston 

at johnston.nnp@gmail.com or 01747-852693 

Programmes on sale
Interval Refreshments available for a donation

https://tamesischamberchoir.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqupy6lRz0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqupy6lRz0s
mailto:johnston.nnp@gmail.com
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

This month: both good and bad news.

A reminder of Christingle  in St James’ Church on Sunday 28 November at 4pm:
This ever-popular event now takes the form of a short, activity-packed event involving 
the construction of the Christingles, using oranges, sweets and candles. A magical 
effect is achieved when all the Christingle candles are lit and the church lights turned 
off.
It is an enjoyable event for all ages, but if you are unable to attend and wish to make 
a contribution towards the cost of the items involved, then a BACS payment would be 
welcomed.  The Church of England Children’s Society, Sort Code 20 37 75, Account No 
00040991.

Now the bad news:

The many forms of fund-raising activities used to support the Society’s work with 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children involve fun and the feel-good factor of 
supporting a very worthwhile cause.  It is therefore worth reminding ourselves of the 
reason that support and fund-raising is so important. 
The number of children in care in the UK exceeds 80,000, an increase from 2020 by 
20%.  The depressing totals have increased annually since 2010.
Behind the statistics are the stark facts that the main reasons for children being taken 
into care are abuse and neglect.  A total of over 80,000 cases of abuse or neglect of 
children is hard to comprehend, but the social services, supported by various children’s 
charities, have to provide the means of alleviating this suffering.  

The Children’s Society has been involved in the process of helping children with a wide 
range of needs for well over 100 years.  Its work is now more important than ever.  
For more detail please go to: www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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Terms & Conditions: 1. This discount is solely redeemable by the presenter of the voucher, who may use it against the purchase of a Southern Co-op funeral plan for 
themselves or an immediate family member, but must be the person paying for the funeral plan. 2. The discount is only redeemable at Southern Co-op owned Funeralcare 
funeral homes. 3. The voucher may not be exchanged for cash. 4. The discount will be deducted from the retail price of the funeral plan purchased at time of sale. 5. Only 
one discount is available per funeral plan. 6. The voucher must be presented at the time of purchase. 7. This voucher has no cash value and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other discount, voucher, o�er or promotion. 8. The decision of Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited in relation to each discount is final and binding. 9. Voucher 
will be void if reproduced or photocopied. 10. Southern Co-operative Funerals Limited reserves the right to withdraw this promotion at any time. 11. This voucher is valid 
until 31.05.2021 KR01/20

Here’s a good plan
£100 towards your 
family’s peace 
of mind

funeralcare.co.uk

To advertise here contact the Team 
Offi  ce on 01747 853060 or email:
offi  ce@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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What’s in a Name?

Answers

 Title   Author           Origin 

The Power and the Glory    Graham Greene              The Lord’s Prayer

The Mirror Cracked   Agatha Christie               Alfred, Lord Temmyson “The Lady   
                   of Shalott”

The Dogs of War    Frederick Forsyth            Shakespeare “Julius Caesar”

Far from the Madding          Thomas Hardy                  Thomas Gray “Elegy Written in a   
Crowd                   Country Churchyard”

Devices and Desires   P.D. James               The Book of Common Prayer

A Time to Kill    John Grisham               Ecclesiastes 3:3

Tender is the Night   F. Scott Fitzgerald            Keats “Ode to a Nightingale”

Vanity Fair    William Makepeace        John Bunyan “Pilgrim’s Progress”                                     
     Thackeray

Gaudy Night    Dorothy L Sayers              Shakespeare “Antony & Cleopatra”

For Whom the Bell Tolls   Ernest Hemingway          John Donne:  Meditation XVII
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Brave New World    Aldous Huxley              Shakespeare “The Tempest”

The Darling Buds of May   H.E. Bates               Shakespeare Sonnet No XVIII

Vile Bodies    Evelyn Waugh               St Paul: Philippians 3

Blithe Spirit    Noel Coward               Shelley:  “Ode to a Skylark”

The Sound and the Fury   William Faulkner              Shakespeare “Macbeth”

All Creatures Great and        James Herriot                Hymn: “All Things Bright and
Small                    Beautiful” 

The Curious Incident of        Mark Haddon                    Arthur Conan Doyle: “The Silver
the Dog in the                    Blaze”
Night-Time                                          

Dying of the Light   George R R Martin           Dylan Thomas:  “Do not go gentle
                    into that good night”
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH 2021

ISSUE IS FRIDAY 12th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE 
FEBRUARY 2022 

ISSUE IS FRIDAY, 12TH 
JANUARY AT 5PM




