
  

NOTICES 
 

Services across the Team next week –12th December 
9.30am  St Peter’s  Parish Communion 
9.30am   Motcombe  Parish Communion 
11.15am West Orchard  Morning Worship 
11.15am Melbury Abbas  Matins 
6.00pm  St James’  Pilgrim Service 
 
A big thank you to all those who donated mince pies for our late-night shopping. A 
good start to the festive season. 
 
Annual pre-Christmas Church Deep Clean. Many hands make light work!   Not all 
of the regular team will be available for this year’s Christmas deep clean of St Peter’s 
so please come along and help if you are able. All cleaning materials will be provided. 
The list of jobs requiring attention is displayed on a board in the church porch.  You 
will see that some jobs will take only ten minutes or so but many hands make light 
work!  Please, come along, chose a task, then tick off the item and leave with a great 
sense of satisfaction!  The cleaning sessions will be held tomorrow morning, Monday 
6 December, 1415 to 1615 and Tuesday 7 December 0930 to 12 noon. 
 
St Peter’s Angel Tree Please take a leaflet from the back of church for more details. 
 
The Team Office will be closed for the day on Friday 10th December. 
 
19th December – 4th Sunday of Advent - Last Sunday before Christmas - there is the 
Christmas Street Market in Shaftesbury and we will be offering: 
9:30am – Parish Communion. 
12 noon to 3pm - Stories Round the Christmas Tree and other activities for children. 
This will be suitable for children up to the age of about 9 or 10. Please note that the 
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. The details of the afternoon 
will be displayed outside the church on 19th December and will also be available on 
future pew sheets.  
6pm – Nine Lessons and Carols Service. 
 
The Church will be closed after the service on Christmas Day and will reopen on 
Tuesday 28th December. There is a Team Service at Enmore Green, on the 26th. 
 
Breakfast Church – Sunday 2nd January 9.30am. Come and join us as we introduce 
Breakfast Church. No charge but donations are welcome. For more details please see 
Emma Smith. 
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Sunday 5th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9.30am All Age Worship 

Malachi 3:1-4          Philippians 1:3-11          Luke 3:1-6 
Readers TBA   Intercessor: Emma Smith 

 
Sunday 12th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Zephaniah 3:14-end        Philippians 4:4-7        Luke 3:7-18 

Readers: David Pearson & Margaret Pearson   Intercessor: Sarah Hunt 
 

Sunday 19th December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Micah 5:2-5a         Hebrews 10:5-10           Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
Readers: Sam Skey & Sarah Potts    Intercessor: John Massink 

6.00pm Carol Service 
 
If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 

of our team so that we might get to know you better. 
The Diary      

Please see our calendar on our website: ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters 
Wednesdays 10.30am  Holy Communion  

December 
10th    Team Office closed for the day 
19th  12pm – 3pm  Stories around the Christmas Tree in church 
19th   6.00pm  Carol Service 
24th  4.00pm  Crib Service 
24th  6.00pm  First Communion of Christmas 
25th  9.30am  Christmas Communion 
25th-27th   Church closed after Christmas Day service 
25th Dec – 4th Jan  Team Office closed 
 

Team Office is open:  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  9am – 12 noon & Tuesday: 2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Tel: 853060 Email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Items for the Pew Sheet should be emailed to the Team Office  

by 12 noon on Thursday 

mailto:office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk


 
Collect  
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might 
succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously 
hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to 
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and forever. 
 
 
First Reading - Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 
 
Second Reading - Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
 
Gospel - Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,  

 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 
 
Post Communion 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again 
to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his 
first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful 
love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS 
 

For the sick: Jill & Eric Sellgren, Barbara Skull, Tony Selwood, and Clive Thomas, 
and for all residents in our local care and nursing homes and for the staff there 
who care for them.  

For those who have died. 

For our community. 

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
For our link diocese of Lui in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. For their 
Bishop, Stephen and all who are part of God’s church in that place. 
 


