
  

NOTICES 
Services across the Team next week –19th December 
9.30am  St Peter’s  Parish Communion 
9.30am   St James’  Parish Communion 
11.15am Compton Abbas  Parish Communion 
3.30pm  Enmore Green   Carol Service 
4.00-pm Margaret Marsh Carol Service 
6.00pm  St Peter’s  Carol Service 
6.30pm  Melbury Abbas  Carol Service 
 
Eric Sellgren Sadly because of covid Eric's funeral on Monday Dec 20th at 2.30 at St 
Peter's will be a small family-focussed occasion.  In place of flowers you may wish to 
make a donation to the Alzheimer 's society (Santander has a collection in their high 
street office) 
 
Christingle Thanks The Children's Society thanks St James Church for hosting 
Christingle 2021, Emma Smith for leading the service, and Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides and everyone who attended. Donations made from attenders and other 
generous people amounted to about £360. The count is still on and further donations 
may be made via  www.childrenssociety.org.uk/christingle/shaftesbury-children  or 
by BACS: The Church of England Children's Society s/c 20 37 75 a/c 00040991. 
Thank you for all donations which will help transform the hopes and happiness of 
young people facing abuse, exploitation and neglect.  
 
A job well done.  Many thanks to those who helped with this year’s Christmas deep 
clean of St Peter’s.  While there were far fewer than had been hoped for, those who 
attended worked rally hard and completed over 40 separate tasks.  Special thanks to 
the three non-cleaning team members whose contribution was particularly 
appreciated. 
 
The Church will be closed after the Christmas Day service and will reopen on 
Tuesday 28th December. Our Team Service at Enmore Green, at 10am on the 26th. 
 
Breakfast Church – Sunday 2nd January 9.30am. Come and join us as we introduce 
Breakfast Church. No charge but donations are welcome. For more details, please see 
Emma Smith. 
 
Healing Prayer God is calling me to reinstate the Healing Ministry in St Peter’s. 
On a Friday morning, I would like to lead a short time of prayer and music followed 
by an opportunity for Healing Prayer. However, the C of E requires that Healing 
Prayer should not be carried out alone. Please pray and see if you are being called to 
join me. It could be on a rota basis if more than one person wants to join me. You do 
not need to say anything if you don’t feel able, just support me in prayer. Come and 
talk to me if you are interested. Gill Stokes 
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Sunday 12th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Zephaniah 3:14-end        Philippians 4:4-7        Luke 3:7-18 
Readers: David Pearson & Margaret Pearson   Intercessor: Sarah Hunt 

 
Sunday 19th December – 4th Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Micah 5:2-5a         Hebrews 10:5-10           Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
Readers: Sam Skey & Sarah Potts    Intercessor: John Massink 

6.00pm Carol Service 
 

Christmas Services – see Diary below 
 

Sunday 26th December – St John the Evangelist 
10.00am Team Communion at St John’s, Enmore Green 

No service at St Peter’s 
 
If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 

of our team so that we might get to know you better. 
The Diary      

Please see our calendar on our website: ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters 
Wednesdays 10.30am  Holy Communion  

December 
19th  from 12 noon Stories around the Christmas Tree 
19th   6.00pm  Carol Service 
20th  11.30am Funeral of Paul Dennis 
20th   2.30pm  Funeral of Eric Sellgren (please see notices) 
24th  4.00pm  Crib Service 
24th  6.00pm  First Communion of Christmas 
25th  9.30am  Christmas Communion 
25th     Team Office closed until 4th January 
25th-27th   Church closed after Christmas Day service 
 

Team Office is open:  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  9am – 12 noon & Tuesday: 2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Tel: 853060 Email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Items for the Pew Sheet should be emailed to the Team Office  

by 12 noon on Thursday 

mailto:office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk


 
Collect  
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare 
your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the 
world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and 
reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
First Reading - Zephaniah 3:14-end 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he 
has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you 
shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, 
O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 
you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I 
will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal 
with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At 
that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
Second Reading - Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel - Luke 3:7-18 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 
 
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has  
 
 

 
food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we 
do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of 
them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.’ So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 
the good news to the people. 
 
Post Communion 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS 
 

For the sick: Jill Sellgren, Barbara Skull, Tony Selwood, and Clive Thomas, and 
for all residents in our local care and nursing homes and for the staff there who 
care for them.  

For those who have died: Paul Dennis and Eric Sellgren 

For our community. 

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
For our link diocese of Lui in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. For their 
Bishop, Stephen and all who are part of God’s church in that place. 


