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Leading Article
The last two years have been at the very least different, but they have also been 
extremely hard. There has been huge suffering, exacerbated in far too many places by 
wars, famines, floods and fires that have destroyed lives and livelihoods on top of the 
worries and struggles brought by the pandemic.

It has also been a time that has shown us how interdependent we all are – how 
connected we are. Our health, wellbeing and security depends on the health, wellbeing 
and security of everyone across our world. The metaphor of the flap of the butterfly’s 
wings has never been so relevant.

Yet our world has ever been thus. Perhaps we have never really thought too hard about 
it. Perhaps we have been too wrapped up in the peace and plenty of our lives here to 
fully understand our dependence on others who may have far less peace and plenty 
than we enjoy. Perhaps that is why we haven’t shared vaccines across the world as we 
should …

It is into this world that Christ came – still comes, if only we have eyes to see him and 
ears to hear. God with us. His human origins are acknowledged and his humanity is 
witnessed, but this Jesus is also the one who reveals God. Having celebrated his birth 
and heard of the various witnesses and visitors, we can begin to reflect afresh on what 
this event means to us, now, in the world we inhabit today. 

As we hear the story of the wedding feast at Cana where Jesus turns the water into 
wine, we are confronted by the apparent simplicity of this first revelation that Jesus 
is not like any other man. The symbolism of this first miracle gives us a taste of the 
abundant generosity of God’s self-giving love. The ordinary has been transformed into 
the extraordinary. The wine, constantly poured out for the life and delight of all God’s 
creatures is for ever new and will always surprise us.

The beginning of February sees the end of the Christmas season, but not before we 
have celebrated Candlemas – the festival that remembers Christ’s Presentation in the 
Temple – drenched in that amazing light that the darkness can’t put out and filled with 
the hope that Christ’s coming brings. Here we know that God walks with us in all our 
suffering, he feels our pain as well as our joy. 

As we approach Lent and we hear some of the stories of Jesus’ ministry, we will see 
the example that he sets for how we should try to live our lives. In Jesus there is no 
darkness, only light, no retribution or revenge, no smiting of the enemy, but there is 
a demand for justice which we are called to heed – working for justice for the world’s 
poor, for the fair sharing of resources and openness to the desperate needs of so many 
who are displaced.

With every blessing,
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At the time of writing this (in early January), the possibility of holding our usual Lent 
Lunches is still under review due to the current uncertainty regarding pandemic 
restrictions.  The Town Hall is booked in the hope that the committee can hold at least 
one or two.  At present our committee is a very small one because key representatives 
have either moved away or are unwell but we remain positive and look forward to 
resuming operations as soon as possible.  We would like to wish all supporters a very 
happy and healthy 2022.               

SB

Thanks from Open House

Open House is really grateful to all the Churches in Shaftesbury for the generous 
donations of ‘Hamper Items’. Several volunteers have been very busy this week sorting 
out the produce.  Along with donations from Tesco customers and Virginia Hayward 
we have filled the hampers to overflowing!  All clients that have visited Open House 
this year have received an invitation to the Open House Christmas party and those 
who attend will get a hamper.  Our clients are really grateful for the treats they receive, 
an important addition to their Christmas.  We are also grateful to the Rotary Club for 
donating funds to provide presents for all the children who attend the party. Thanks 
again for the generosity and support of all who support the work of Open House 
particularly at this time of the year.

Nikki Hall (Open House Project Manager) 
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St Peter’s

Best wishes to everyone for 2022 and let us hope that at some time this year we will be 
able to plan with confidence for future events to bring us together as a community... 
which our church is.  
CM

Remembrance Sunday November 24th 2021

Because of Covid restrictions last year, the usual services were curtailed. So this year 
was special. 

The morning dawned on a dry, windless day as the parade formed up at the King’s 
Arms. At 10 30 am it was led by the Shaftesbury Town Band with some 200 participants 
consisting of the Mayor, Councillors, Royal British Legion members and members from 
various civic and youth organisations. The route was via Bimport to the War Memorial 
on Park Walk. Already the general public had taken their places on the three sides with 
an estimated 1,000 people present. The Parade Commander, RSM Owen Wells of Dorset 
ACF, shepherded the groups around the War Memorial - the iron railings had been 
freshly painted for the occasion - with the small, but poignant Garden of Remembrance 
with its 23 crosses, some named, situated in front. The short service, conducted by 
Edred Bowman, Chaplain to the Royal British Legion, Shaftesbury and District Branch, 
opened with prayers and The Last Post was sounded as the Town Hall clock struck 
11.00a.m.  The standards were dipped. The Royal British Legion Exhortation was read by 
Commodore Richard Bridges, President, and the two minutes silence kept, broken by 
the Reveille. The Laying of Wreaths was led by the Mayor, with the organisations being 
called individually by Lt. Col. Robin Miller, Chairman. Some 24 wreaths were laid and, 
for the first time, one from the Polish Community in Shaftesbury. The Kohima Tribute 
was read by the President and prayers concluded the service. The Parade Commander 
marched the parade off, led by the Band, back into Town for the service at St Peter’s 
Church.
 
At St. Peter’s the service opened with the 10 standards being marched in during the 
hymn “Eternal Father, strong to save” and placed behind the altar.  Edred  Bowman, 
Chaplain, Royal British Legion and Lay Minister at St. Peter’s, introduced the service and 
welcomed the Mayor, Town Councillors,  Members of the Royal British Legion  and of 
the various uniformed  organisations who had previously paraded at the War Memorial.  
A representative from the Scouts, Girl Guides and Army Cadets each read a passage 
from the Bible.  After the hymn, “All people that on earth do dwell” Sue Minshaw, Vice 
Chair, Royal British Legion, read from John’s Gospel. In his address, Edred recalled the 
founding of the Royal British Legion 100 years ago and the symbol of the red poppy 
with its remembrance of sacrifice. He then read the poem “Why wear a poppy?”. 
Because of restricted movement in a confined space, it was announced that there 
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would be a retiring collection to support The Poppy Appeal.  The hymn “Make me a 
channel of your peace” was sung. Reflection and prayers then followed.  

During the singing of the hymn “O God our help on ages past” the standards were 
returned to their bearers and the Act Of Remembrance proceeded with the 66 names 
of the fallen from the First World War and the 14 names from the Second World War, 
read from The Honours Board which had been bedecked with a cascade of woven 
poppies- some 854. Also read were the 18 names from the First World War, inscribed 
on the War Memorial by Shaftesbury School, previously in Cann Parish but now in 
Shaftesbury Parish. Robin Miller, Chairman, led the Exhortation. An Act of Commitment 
then followed and concluded with the National Anthem and Blessing. The standards 
and congregation departed. The Organist was David Grierson.
  
Christmas Services 

Around 45 people attended a carol service held on the late night shopping evening 
and Christmas lights switch-on on Monday November 29th– thanks to Tim Heaton for 
taking the service and to the churchwardens and Emma Smith for organising coffee 
and mince pies – very welcome on a cold and damp night! 
The Carol Service on December 19th raised £250, which was donated to the UNICEF 
Afghanistan Appeal. Unfortunately it was not possible to host `Carols round the Tree’ 
following advice on reducing social mixing in the run up to Christmas.

Mary Seymour 

Mary, who died on 14th October 2021, was born Rachel Mary Hambro at Hill House, 
Milton Abbas, the youngest of 5 girls and 1 boy.  She was a boarder at `Miss Ironsides’ 
school, which evacuated to Fonthill from London during the war. She then became a 
`Clerk Grade 3’ at Bletchley Park and worked on the Enigma Project before marrying 
William Seymour in 1945. They lived at Moor Crichel until 1979 when they moved to 
Park House in Shaftesbury. Mary’s great faith brought her to worship at St Peter’s and 
for many years she ran the Mother’s Union. She visited the sick and housebound and 
took patients from Westminster Hospital to enjoy the views from Park Walk - she felt she 
had had a privileged upbringing and wanted to give time to help others. Sadly, William 
died in 2011 and she moved along Park Walk to Melbury Cottage.
 She leaves three daughters, Carolyn, Sarah and Arabella, 9 grandchildren and 21 great 
grandchildren. A memorial service for Mary is being held at Milton Abbas on April 
7th 2022 at 12noon. The family will arrange transport from Shaftesbury so please let 
Barbara in the Team Office know if you wish to attend. 
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 Reverend Eric Sellgren

Reverend Eric Sellgren died on December 6th and, sadly because of Covid advice on 
minimising social contact, the funeral and thanksgiving service on December 20th 
was a small family focused occasion. However a sound recording of the service has 
been made and if anyone would like to hear this they should contact Keith Gunn on 
keithalangunn@gmail.com. Should anyone wish to make a donation in Eric’s memory 
then please send it to the Alzheimer’s Society or take it into Santander Bank in 
Shaftesbury where they have a collection point.

New Year...and something new....

On January 2nd St Peter’s held its first Breakfast Service (at least the first in several years). 
Everyone enjoyed cereal, croissants, pains au chocolat, toast and crumpets along with 
fruit juice, tea or coffee served by a lovely team of helpers. This was followed by a short 
talk, ‘The best Christmas present ever’ and prayers. The talent of Sam Skey, Holly and 
Daisy shone through as they accompanied us in a couple of carols.  The combination of 
worship and fellowship proved to be very popular and showed just how much getting 
together to enjoy each other’s company has been missed. May I take this opportunity 
to thank everyone involved, from the team who helped set up tables, the table layers 
and all who contributed on Sunday in so many different ways.  It really was a team 
effort and, as the Revd Tim Heaton said ,  `a very good expression of what it means to 
be a church’.   
Emma Smith

From The Registers
Baptisms 
28th November    Eliza Louth 
9th  January    Oscar Iles   
     We welcome them into God’s family  
Funerals 
20th December    Paul Dennis 
20th December    Revd Eric Sellgren  
     May they rest in peace  

mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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To advertise in this magazine 
please contact the Team Offi  ce on 

01747 853060 or email: offi  ce@
ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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St James

Important dates for your diary!

Re-dedication of East Window 6th February

On Sunday 6th February we will be welcoming The Venerable Penny Sayer, Archdeacon 
of Sherborne, to our 9.30 Parish Communion when she will preach and re-dedicate 
the East Window – Christ in Majesty. This has been lovingly and carefully cleaned and 
restored by Sam Kelly and his team at Salisbury Cathedral Stained Glass Workshop.

Recycling Sale 26th March

We’ve booked the Town Hall for Saturday 26th March 2022 for some sort of Recycling 
Sale, restrictions permitting.  Nothing is set in stone as yet so look out for more details 
in the March issue of Key Ring. In the meantime, please start collecting together all 
those items we might be able to sell that you no longer need/want.

Christmas Fair 2021

During the week preceding the event we were all wondering whether it was worth 
going ahead due to the new concerns about the Omicron variant and whether fresh 
guidelines would throw the proverbial spanner in the works!  However, as our gallant 
stallholders had done their usual amazing preparations it was decided to go ahead and 
hope for the best!
     Then the weather really threw everything it had at us and the morning was very wet 
and very windy, and it even snowed for a short while. The Town Hall was cosy and dry 
though and looked festive in spite of the gloom outside. The tantalising smell of bacon 
drifted from the kitchen and tempted some hardy shoppers through the doors and 
it wasn’t long before the stalls had customers browsing all the goods and goodies on 
sale. Although the footfall was lower than previous years, we were delighted to find just 
over £1,000 in the kitty when the count took place.  
A very big thank you to all those who worked so hard against the odds to make the 
morning a success. Apart from the financial benefit, it was great to be all working 
together again in whatever capacity after the restrictions of the last eighteen months 
and we hope that 2022 will bring us more opportunities to resume normal service!                                                                                      
SB

Carol Service December 21st 2021

St James Organist Chris Mahon who played at the service commended the choir..... 
“Many congratulations on your beautiful singing on Tuesday evening. This applied 
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throughout the dynamic range, particularly in the descant verses, but always a pleasing 
blend, never harsh or overly aggressive. Thank you also to all the soloists for providing 
yet more variation and colour. For me it was a rare occasion to sit and listen to the 
choir and enjoy accompanying. However, this would not have been possible without 
Jan (Perrett’s) organisation - a considerable body of work - and Stuart (Robinson’s) 
rehearsals and direction of the service. I am indebted to them both for such a 
wonderful outcome”. 

Stuart Robinson, Organist and Choirmaster from Tisbury Parish Church commented.....

“Please will you pass on my grateful thanks and congratulations to everyone who 
sang - I felt very privileged to conduct such a splendid, well-blended and responsive 
ensemble, and that was with a few last-minute absentees. Everything seemed to come 
together so quickly and easily!”

Included amongst the well-loved carols familiar to the ‘Nine Lessons & Carols’ repertoire 
the choir sang the following - 
Adam Lay Y’bounden – Text St Ambrose, arr, by David Willcocks
Jesus Christ The Apple Tree – Text Anon., Music Boris Ord
Ding Dong Merrily on High -Text ‘Song of Songs’, Music Elizabeth Poston.
The Shepherds Cradle Song – ‘Wiegenlied’ Trad Text Foxton Ferguson, Music Karl 
Leuner.
In the Bleak Midwinter - Text Christina Rosetti, Music Darke

Christian Aid

This comes with grateful thanks from CA and the local committee for the generous 
donation of £184.95 following the St James’ Candlelit Carol Service. As you all know, 
fundraising events have been greatly curtailed during the pandemic and we’ve been 
unable to host the Lent and Harvest Lunches which form a big part of our yearly 
efforts. However, we have been very encouraged by our various churches and private 
individuals who have donated collections from services etc. and would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking everyone for their generosity.  
     Wishing you all a happy, healthy and blessed 2022.         
S.B.                                                                                                                                                                 

The Symphony of Spring

I have always quite enjoyed the Winter; a time for retreat, for introspection and 
reflection and an almost primeval need for hibernation. Also, in pre- Climate Change 
winters, the comfort of warmth and shelter from ‘earth as hard as iron, water like a 
stone’.
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Yet by February, despite the courageous snowdrops piercing the earth with their 
radiant whiteness, a slow but definite anxiety arises within me as I watch the trees. 
Their silhouettes against the winter skies have thrilled me but now I gaze waiting for a 
change.
Despite the buds appearing along the stems of twigs and branch their colours remain 
stubbornly sombre and muted: black, grey and brown.
     As I stride across Park Walk I scan the vale in attentive anticipation. It is akin to the 
moment before the beginning of an orchestral concert; the conductor walks to the 
podium, the audience applauds, then silence. She lifts her baton and either gently, like 
a slow whisper of strings, or suddenly like a crash of percussion or a blast from the brass 
section, it happens.
     Miraculously the bleak colours are washed afresh with that shade of green 
distinctively peculiar to Spring. The Symphony of this season has arrived. Nature’s signal 
to arouse from sleep, move forwards, to awake to new life with all its opportunities and 
challenges.
Jill Fuller
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St. John’s,  Enmore Green
   
February 6 11.15am  Parish Communion
February 13 11.15am  Morning Prayer
February 20 11.15am  Morning Worship
February 27 11.15am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 2nd  February  
Coffee Morning in St. John’s Church Hall
10.000am to 12 noon
Foodie Raffle 

Saturday 19th February  
Coffee morning in St. John’s Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
With the FairTrade Stall run by Arthur Simmonds 

Looking Back 
Despite ongoing problems with the Covid Pandemic St. John’s was able to have most of 
the planned Christmas Programme.
Carol Singing on the Green was attended by over 40 people and £112.00 was raised for 
the League of Friends of Westminster Hospital. 
Our special thanks to David and Elaine Wynn-Mackenzie of the Friends of St. John’s 
who arranged for the purchase and installation of the Tree with its lights and then 
purchased and put up the Christmas Tree in the church as well. 
The St. John’s Occasional Singers gave us a wonderful Carol Service after being out of 
action since 2020. 
 
St. John’s is now planning a programme for the HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 
June.

Fred Gibbs was in his early 60’s, retired and had started a second career in cater-
ing.  However, he just couldn’t seem to get to work on time.  Every day he was 2, 
3, 5 minutes late.  However, he was a good worker, really clever, so the owner was 
in a quandary about how to deal with it.  Finally, one day he called Fred into the 
office for a talk. “Fred, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a top class 
job, but you’re being late so often is quite a worry.” “Yes, I realise that, sir, and I 
am working on it.” replied Fred. “I’m pleased to hear that, you are a team player. 
It’s odd though, you’re coming in late. I know you’re retired from the Royal Navy. 
What did they say if you came in late there?” ‘They said, “Good morning, Admiral”.’
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Candlelit Carol Service

30th January  10.00 am  Team Service at St Thomas’s
6th February  11.15 am  Matins 
27th February  11.15 am  Parish Communion

Please note that our Matins service will be on the first Sunday in February instead of the 
usual second Sunday.

We are delighted that Donna Gibbs has been appointed as our new Rector. Also that 
the Very Revd Stephen Lake has been appointed Bishop of Salisbury.

Many thanks to Revd Pam Rink who led a very happy Carol Service, attended by 
some 50 people. The lessons were ably read by representatives of our many village 
institutions. It was followed by drinks and a buffet in the Village Hall.

The Revd Tim Heaton kindly came from Gillingham to take our Christmas Day 
Communion service. The church was beautifully decorated - with the heating back on - 
and the bells were rung. There were over 30 of us there to celebrate the day, including 
some children, which was good to see. Despite the masks, there was some inspiring 
singing of well-loved Christmas hymns. It was a heartwarming service and a wonderful 
way to start the day. Thank you to all who helped to make it happen.

Our Christmas collections, totalling £350, were given to two charities, one local and 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas
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one overseas. This year we have chosen ‘Send a cow’ which works to fight hunger and 
the climate crisis in rural Africa. For the local charity we have chosen Open House, in 
particular their new venture Open Fridge which gives out food donated by shops, with 
the twin purpose of reducing food waste and helping people in need.
The annual subscription of £5 for Keyring is now due and we would be grateful if 
you could either leave an envelope in the Church marked ‘Keyring’ or give it to Juliet  
Bichard, Treasurer.  Many thanks.

A priest was being honoured at his farewell dinner after 25 years in the 
parish.  A leading local politician, who was also a member of the congrega-
tion, was chosen to make the presentation and give a little leaving speech 
at the dinner.  He was delayed so the priest decided to say his own few 
words while they waited. ‘I got my first impression of the parish from the 
first confession I heard here. I thought I had been assigned to a terrible 
place.  The very first person who entered my confessional told me he 
had stolen a television set and, when stopped by the police, had almost 
murdered the officer. He had stolen money from his parents, embezzled 
from his place of business, had an affair with his boss’s wife, taken illegal 
drugs. I was appalled.  But as the days went on I knew that my people were 
not all like that and I had, indeed, come to a fine parish full of good and 
loving people.’ Just as the priest finished his talk the politician arrived full 
of apologies at being late. He immediately began to make the presentation 
and give his speech. ‘I’ll never forget the first day our parish priest arrived, 
‘said the politician.’ In fact, I had the honour of being the first one to go to 
him in confession.’
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in February

Sunday 20th February 11.15am Holy Communion with Hymns

Unless the Covid situation changes, there will be coffee after the service, as usual. 

Cancelled Christmas Party – and what we might do instead 

We were sorry not to hold our planned Christmas Party with Carols. After careful 
thought, we decided that – in current circumstances - it would be irresponsible to invite 
people to gather inside to sing and share food.

However, we still think that a party would be a good idea when things improve, so 
we’re hoping to hold one in a few months’ time, maybe as an Easter celebration. There 
are Easter carols too – and we could maybe combine it with an Easter Egg Hunt or 
even an Easter Bonnet Competition. Let us know your ideas. It seems a long time since 
people in the village had a chance to get together – but the time will come!

Library

There is now a small library on the shelves to the left of the door as you go into church. 
You are welcome to borrow anything you like, or swap for a book you don’t want any 
more. 
You are also welcome to sit in the church and read.

Music and Silence 

This continues on Wednesday evenings between 5.30pm and 6.30pm. You can come for 
the whole hour, or just drop in for ten minutes peace. Everyone is welcome and there’s 
no need to talk to anyone. (This is not a service and the church won’t be heated, so it’s 
sensible to wear warm clothes at the moment!).

Installation of the New Team Rector

Everyone is welcome to the service on 1st March when Revd. Donna Gibbs will be 
installed as our new Team Rector. If you need a lift to St James’ Church – or would like to 
share transport – please contact Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) 
who will be happy to help. It would be good to have a group there from our church, to 
meet Donna and play a part in welcoming her.

Christmas decorations – and the Flower Rota

Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church for Christmas – and to the 
kind person who provided chocolate coins for the congregation. It was good to see St 
Mary’s looking so lovely.

There are still spaces on the flower rota. St Mary’s is a very rewarding church to 
decorate, so if you enjoy arranging flowers please get in touch.

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Parish Carol Service

It was good that we could gather families together for our Annual Carol Service at St 
Margarets. Singing with masks on plus an impromptu auction of 2 hampers that had 
been donated proved to make this a very special service. Special thanks to all those 
who helped clean and decorate the church. Audrey Trim once again played the organ.
 
Tea and Chat
No dates have been set as yet. We are hopeful that the Spring will bring the 
opportunity for us to meet up once more.

St Lukes 
We hope you will continue to appreciate our regular services.

Regular Services 

at St Margarets 
First Sunday of the month    11.15am  Parish Communion (BPC) / Morning Prayer

at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month    11.15am  Morning Prayer /Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a Church 
Warden

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate for the carol Service and for the bell 
ringing and the reading.

Also a big thank you to Trudy of Elm Farm for the kind donation of Christmas 
decorations.

From the Registers
Funerals  
Percy Bush         23rd December Service at St Lukes followed by Burial at St Thomas.
Nancy Roberts   28th November Service and Cremation at Harbour View.
Nancy was a great supporter of St Margaret’s Church and community for very many 
years.
Our thoughts are with Alan and all the family.

May they rest in peace
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St Mary’s, Motcombe
 
Church news

Our church building has been open and receiving daily visitors.  On December 15th 
the Reception class at Motcombe Primary School performed their Nativity in church 
which enabled parents, grandparents and carers to see them perform whilst socially 
distanced.  The children were amazing - singing and speaking very clearly and 
confidently whilst obviously enjoying every minute of it.

We are very grateful that the Motcombe Flower Arrangers worked incredibly hard to 
decorate our church beautifully in readiness for Carols by Candlelight.  Connie Irwin, 
a Faith Ambassador from school, read the first lesson and other contemporary and 
traditional readings were read by people representing village organisations.  After the 
service the congregation gathered round the fire pit in the churchyard to enjoy mulled 
wine and mince pies whilst being illuminated by a Christmas tree full of coloured lights.
  
Social media at St Mary’s - @stmarysmotcombe

If you are a Facebook, Instagram or Twitter user and have not seen these posts please 
take a look.  Jan Leivers has been posting a daily photo and thought on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter which have been very well received.  @stmarysmotcombe 
has made a great impact on social media, using posts everyday to engage with the 
community.  

Through Advent and Christmas the message that ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’ 
was at the heart of the posts and now the attention has turned towards fundraising for 
repairing the floor at the back of church.  Using social media has given a bigger profile 
to the church and engaged with new people. There are more comments each week and 
an increasing number of visitors to church during the day.  People have found the posts 
thought provoking and have mentioned how much the church means to them even 
though they do not go to the services.  

Fund raising for repair of the church floor

Fund raising started in February 2019 before the Pandemic came to our shores.  Local 
church members have worked hard to organise various activities, many involving food 
and drink, including concerts, cream teas, recitals and retiring collections at special 
services.  It is hoped that the Faculty will be approved shortly so the work can begin in 
the Spring.  To date an amazing £8,450 has been raised but there is still a long way to 
go before the target of £50,000 is reached.  Below is the latest project being launched. 
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ST MARY’S NEEDS YOU! - SPONSOR THE BUYING OF A PORTLAND STONE SLAB

St Mary’s Church is in need of a new floor at the rear of the church. The wooden floor 
is rotten and the stone floor is crumbling. Both are creating health and safety issues. 
The PCC (Parochial Church Council) have applied for a Faculty giving permission to 
undertake the work to replace all the flooring at the back of the church with Portland 
Stone, keeping the materials local to Dorset.

The full cost of the works will be £48,358 and the PCC will be applying for grants to 
cover some of the cost. We will still need to raise a significant amount ourselves as well 
as continuing to pay our Parish Share of over £30,000 to the Diocese.

We would like to offer you the opportunity to sponsor the buying of a Portland Stone 
slab and for this to be recognised by a display of contributors’ names in church. Slabs 
can be sponsored as follows:

A full slab £50. A half slab £25. A quarter slab £12.50.

For more information please contact by email Liz Pocock ( jepocock@uwclub.net) or Jan 
Leivers (janleivers@gmail.com). IN ANTICIPATION, THANK YOU!
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Piano Trio Recital in Church on Sunday February 13th at 4pm

Here is another chance to have a relaxed Sunday afternoon listening to classical music 
whilst raising money for the new floor.  Una Moore, an accomplished organist who is 
well known within our Team, is organising an afternoon Recital of music for a Piano Trio 
at St Mary’s Church, Motcombe on Sunday February 13th at 4pm.  

Tuneful and accessible music for Piano, Violin and ‘Cello will include works by Haydn, 
Clara Schumann and Fauré.  The violinist will be Christine Lenton with Ann Hetherington 
on ‘cello and Una Moore will accompany on piano.  Refreshments will follow at 5pm 
to which all are invited.  Entrance is free but there will be an opportunity to donate 
towards the repair of the church floor.

From the Registers

Funeral
15th November 2021 - Peter Prideaux

Baptism
21st November 2021 - Isla Hicks
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

The Children’s Society takes a look back at 2021
With 2022 already in full flow, many will be making (and breaking!) New Year’s 
resolutions, cleaning out the closet, or going back to school or work. We have a habit 
of constantly looking forward and thinking about what we can do more or less of to 
better ourselves. Which is exactly why we thought this was the perfect time to stop, 
take a deep breath and cast our minds back to all we and the inspiring young people 
we work with achieved in 2021. Here are a few we hope will put a smile on your face. 

Making uniforms affordable
Every year, children are sent home for not wearing the right uniform. Trouble is, most of 
the time it’s simply because their family can’t afford it. 
That is why, seven years ago, a group of young people started a campaign to cut the 
cost of uniforms. We’ve been working with them side-by-side to shine a light on this 
important issue. 
All that hard work paid off when, in April, the School Uniform Bill finally passed in 
Parliament. This is a game changer. The law means schools in England will have to 
make cost a priority when setting uniform policies, and will make a difference for many 
families struggling to make ends meet.   

Recognising our services
In November, a whopping four of our services were nominated at the Children and 
Young People Now Awards (CYP Now Awards). The awards highlight extraordinary 
work being done each year to improve the lives of children, young people and families. 
Bright Light, our partnership project took home the Leaving Care Award. And Safe 
Zones, our well-being service for young people in Greater Manchester, was highly 
commended in the hotly contested Mental Health and Well-being Award. 

Award winning young people
The Diana Awards were set up to honour young people who work to improve the lives 
of others. They are a big deal. So, you can only imagine how overjoyed we were when in 
July five inspiring young people we work with won awards. 
Musa is a prime example. For the past few years he has worked with the Youth Led 
Commission for Separated Children (YLCSC) campaigning for all children who arrive 
in the UK alone to get a legal guardian. He has raised awareness of the importance of 
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guardians by sharing his story.
He is studying for a law degree, but this hasn’t stopped him prioritising the campaign 
for legal guardians. 

A personal story of getting care leavers into apprenticeships
Joel has had a tough upbringing in care. He is now 20, has no GCSEs and no 
qualifications. But he is talented, determined and ready to build a future.
An organisation, Arcus FM, had quite a few apprenticeship vacancies and mentioned 
they invest heavily in colleague training and encourage applications from underserved 
groups. Unfortunately, there were a few things that meant some of the care leavers 
couldn’t apply for the roles. They needed drivers’ licences and other qualifications. 
Maggie, Joel’s Career Coach was left “thinking that there were probably too many 
hurdles to overcome”. After talking to them, they agreed to make exceptions and Joel 
was offered an interview which went well and due to his experience they offered him 
part-time work experience which included on the job training and expenses. 
Just before Joel was set to start, he was told his accommodation situation was 
changing. Joel now needed a full time job to pay the rent. He couldn’t afford to take 
up the opportunity. Things weren’t looking good. But Maggie and Arcus FM stuck with 
Joel. They found him another apprenticeship opportunity and he was offered the role.
Joel is doing great and he is now thriving in this job. Always willing to learn. This is just 
the start of promising career.
Maggie reflects ‘I’ve no doubt that Joel will flourish in his new role. Not only because 
he’s a really capable lad, but because he knows what opportunities Arcus FM has 
opened up for him.’ He can have a lifelong career when his apprenticeship has finished.

Thank you
Thank you for all the support you have given over the last year including the whopping 
£1733 from your house boxes and the superb Christingle donations of over £350. Such 
great support for vulnerable children.

Looking forward
We hope you enjoyed this quick snapshot of some of the best bits of 2021 from The 
Children’s Society. We are now looking forward to seeing what can be achieved in the 
coming year to transform the hopes and happiness of children across the country. 
Please look out for our local future events.

John Massink
Chairperson, 
Shaftesbury Children’s Society Fundraising Committee
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Ministers of Hope:  
the work of chaplains 

 

 
The Stour Vale Benefice is holding a series of talks  

from a variety of chaplains in the Diocese.  
These will be followed by a Question & Answer session  

and light refreshments. Everyone is most welcome! 
 
 

East Stour Church (on A30 towards Sherborne)  
Wednesdays at 2pm 

 

Programme of Speakers: 
Wednesday 9th March: 

Kim Stephens (Hospital Chaplain & Sarum College Chaplain) 
 

Wednesday 16th March: 
Simon Evans (Chaplain to Dorset Police)  

 
Wednesday 23rd March: 

Richard Kirlew (Rural & Agricultural Chaplain) 
 

Wednesday 30th March: 
Neil Robinson (Chaplain to the Deaf Community) 

 
Wednesday 6th April: 

T.B.C. 
 

Do come along to hear about this  
varied and vital ministry! 

 
Monday 4th April (please note day)

Archdeacon Alan Jeans (Armed Forces)



THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
MARCH 2022 ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS FRIDAY 18th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM
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