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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Donna Gibbs
   01747  229543  donna.donnagibbs.gibbs@gmail.com

Team Vicar:   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   Pam  has Friday as her day off

Associate Priest                   The Revd Tim Heaton tim4heaton@yahoo.c.uk
                                                   01747 841076

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Tuesday 2pm to 5pm
Closed 18th - 22nd April

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:            The Revd Pam Rink   pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
        01747 590712

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219
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Leading Article
We are Easter people!
The first time I heard that, I was unsure what it meant.  I think perhaps the most 
important word is “We” - Jesus called all of us to follow him and to love our fellows.  
New here to Team Shaftesbury Benefice I have experienced the joy of being “we”.  I 
have already met so many friendly and welcoming people, and I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who fed me, gave me a bed, left me gifts or sent me 
cards, along with those who were able to attend my installation licensing service.  
Jesus has always called us to welcome the stranger as a guest.  And that has been my 
experience here.

And it works both ways.  As the new Rector of Team Shaftesbury Benefice,  I 
am meeting many strangers and trying to figure out how to show friendship and 
support, whilst working out how to build our vision.  As ever, nature is signposting my 
way.  Slowly I am seeing the North Dorset landscape change as spring emerges.  The 
snowdrops have been replaced by daffodils and in due course we will see the bluebells.  
I need to break forth into this new ministry slowly and delicately and within God’s 
timing.  And like the flowers I described, one on its own can easily be missed, so I need 
to make sure I am blossoming alongside others who share my faith, hope and vision.  
Exciting times!

Easter people recognise that Easter is a season, not just one solitary day:-
Easter Day is the time we remember and celebrate Jesus conquering the grave 

and sinfulness, in order to rise into his forever life.  God lives in all our hearts, and Easter 
is the time when the love in our hearts bubbles over with the knowledge that we can 
be forgiven, show forgiveness ourselves and in Christ we are given a new lease of life;

Easter season is the time for us to flourish in our faith and spirituality.  A 
time when we can look at others around us, much like we look at the daffodils and 
tulips, and show them the love and tenderness that they need to keep growing and 
blossoming.  Easter is also the season for recognising our smallness in God’s world.  
We can look beyond our own immediate social circles to all that is happening on our 
various estates, in our schools, within the farming communities.  And further afield to 
countries at war.  How can we help? How can we share?  What do we hear?  How should 
we pray?

The Easter period is a time for transformation – if we are open and honest 
enough.  And as Ruth Haley Barton wrote, “Our transformation is never for ourselves 
alone, rather God is transforming us for the sake of others”.  May the transforming love and 
power of God be our blessing this Easter.

Revd Donna Gibbs
Rector
Team Shaftesbury Benefice
01747 229543
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Reflections on Donna Gibbs’  Installation as Team Rector.

The Installation of Donna by Bishop Karen at St. James’ Church on Tuesday March 1st 
was, to my mind, one of the most memorable services in the Shaftesbury Team for many 
years.   People from Shaftesbury and the villages, together with Donna’s friends and 
family, packed the church. The service was laid out clearly in the service sheet starting 
with Donna’s moving account of her life and ministry. This set the mood for the occasion; 
it was not just a formal induction of a new Team Rector by the Bishop but a welcome of 
Donna as a person by the local community.  
          This was evident from the very start when, after prayers for the people of Ukraine, 
the Bishop welcomed Donna and asked the congregation ‘Will you share with Donna in 
mission and pastoral care?’ to which we all replied: ‘We will’.   This sense of partnership 
between Donna and the people and churches of Shaftesbury continued throughout the 
service, starting appropriately with those involved in pastoral care gathering with Donna 
by the Font, followed by those involved in teaching and preaching standing with Donna 
at the Chancel steps while a Bible was placed on the Lectern, and her fellow priests 
gathering in the Sanctuary as a chalice and paten was placed on the Altar. At all three 
of these places Donna asked the congregation: ‘Will you share with me in ….’ and we all 
replied: ‘With the help of God we will’. Not an individual ministry but one we all share. 
This was expressed brilliantly in the hymn ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you’ which we 
sang as the procession moved around the church.
       After the Bible readings and the Sermon by the Bishop came the formal Licensing 
in Installation of Donna as Team Rector. Significantly the Installation takes place not 
in the main body of the Church but at the door, a symbolic act to show that Donna’s 
ministry will be not only in the Church but in the wider community. Following this 
Donna is welcomed, first by the congregation, then by representatives not only of the 
local churches but also by the Mayor of Shaftesbury, and representatives of local schools 
and organisations – again indicative that her ministry is across the whole community. 
         We then moved to the final part of the service, the Commission and Dismissal, when 
the congregation joined with Donna in affirming their intention to fulfil Christ’s call to 
ministry. Afterwards we all gathered in nearby Abbey School to enjoy fellowship and 
refreshments. A very warm thanks to all those who prepared the service and the church 
and organised the refreshments.
         We now pray that we will indeed continue to support Donna in this shared ministry 
in Church and Community.                              
 John Fuller
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From: The Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury

“We will all die”.

Those were the words of the taxi driver who drove me from the airport into central 
Beirut in October last year. I had asked him what he thought the future held for the 
Lebanese people. 

Perhaps I should have expected a blunt response. An uneasy peace has prevailed in 
Lebanon since the end of its bloody civil war in 1990. But this was put under immense 
pressure by the outward ripples of the financial crisis of 2008, and by the explosion in 
the port of Beirut which ripped the city apart in 2020. Its economy badly mismanaged; 
its politics corrupt and ineffective; swathes of its territory controlled by Hezbollah: it is 
difficult for the Lebanese people to be hopeful, and it is difficult to be hopeful for them.

I remembered my taxi driver’s words when – still in the depths of this cruellest of all 
seasons of Lent – I began to think about writing this Easter letter.  President Putin 
attacked Ukraine barely one week after Ash Wednesday, and many of us have found 
it impossible to think of anything but the suffering of the Ukrainians ever since. Their 
cities under siege; their neighbours forced to flee; their children taking up arms: it is 
difficult to be hopeful for them.

Of course, in both Lebanon and in Ukraine glimpses of hope are clearly visible. In 
Beirut the streets are full as people meet, drink the best coffee in the Levant, eat 
kebabs, converse, and go about their business. The graffiti is poignant: Martyr’s Square 
contains portraits of the 200+ citizens who were killed in the 2020 blast, bearing the 
hashtag ‘They Matter’. We hear similar stories from the cellars and trenches of Kyiv and 
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from Ukraine’s other cities, stories of great courage and great compassion. Faced with 
desperate odds men and women retain their humanity; they dig deep and discover the 
resilience that they need to help them survive. 

But these are only glimpses. What about secure and lasting hope for Lebanon, for 
Ukraine, for South Sudan, for Syria? Contrary to my taxi driver’s fatalistic resignation the 
Easter hope promises that “We will not all die, but we will be changed”. Where is that hope 
to be found in these acutely distressed corners of our world?

I have no answer. All I can do is read the Easter story again. All I can do is remember 
that on Palm Sunday the disciples of Jesus surely had no thought whatever of his 
imminent arrest and trial. All I can do is remember that on Good Friday they surely 
had no thought whatever of the future of their mission – no thought at all beyond 
the cold, solid certainties of his deadly wounds and the rock-hewn tomb. All I can do 
is remember that on the first Easter morning their earth-shattering realization that 
Jesus lived must have been beyond description – a new reality that none of them had 
imagined or foreseen.

I think that’s what hope looks like - this Lent.

TEAM NEWS

Revd Donna Gibbs was installed as team rector for the Shaftesbury team at St 
James on Tuesday 1st March.  The collection at the service amounted to £486.43.  
After allowing for gift aid tax reclaimable £546.18 has been sent to the Salisbury 
diocese for the benefit of Sudan.

Also on Sunday 6th March Revd Tim Heaton was installed as Rural Dean for the 
Blackmore Vale deanery during a service at St Peter’s.  The collection amounted to 
£215.35.  On this occasion special gift aid envelopes for Sudan were supplied by 
the diocese, so it will be their responsibility to claim the tax entitlement.

A reminder from Shaftesbury area Christian Aid Committee

 There will be a Lent Lunch in Shaftesbury Town Hall on Friday, 8th April between 
12noon and 1.30pm. No set charge but your donations would be gratefully received.  
All are welcome.
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Come and Light a Candle

for

Peace in Ukraine

in

St James’ Church

Every Monday between 12.00 
and 12.30

UNTIL PEACE COMES
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St Peter’s

The first week in March was a busy one, commencing with the licensing of Reverend 
Donna Gibbs at St. James on March 1st, two services on Ash Wednesday, the World Day 
Of Prayer on the 4th, a coffee morning on the 5th, and the Commissioning at Evensong of 
Revd Tim Heaton as Rural Dean of Blackmore Vale on the 6th. All the services were well 
attended, with the coffee morning providing the first opportunity for many residents of 
Shaftesbury and visitors to meet our new rector, Revd. Donna Gibbs. This was also very 
well supported and £451.00 was raised for church funds. A big thank you to everyone 
(too many to name individually!)  who helped to organise and run the events! 
CM

Church Maintenance Team

We are looking to start a group who can assist with basic maintenance in the church 
and church hall. This can involve a wide variety of skills ranging from sewing and craft 
work to building and refurbishment tasks. Anyone who has practical interests that they 
would like to use then please contact Keith Gunn on 01747 821144 or keithalangunn@
gmail.com to be added to the team.      

Electoral Roll 

We need to revise our electoral roll before the Annual Parish Council Meeting (APCM) 
on Tuesday April 26th at 1830. The names on the current electoral roll are displayed 
in church, and if you are not on this list, and wish to be added to the roll, please 
complete an application form and return it to the electoral roll officer, Gill Hunt, the 
churchwardens or hand it in to the Team Office.   

St Peter’s Lunch 

The next St Peter’s lunch is at King Alfred’s Kitchen at 1230 on Friday 1st April. To book 
please contact Emma Smith on 01747 851894 or email: emmasmith07@btinternet.com

Read Easy Blackmore Vale North – Might you volunteer with us?

Could you read when you left school? You might have replied ‘Of Course’! So did I, but 
not everyone can. Did you see the recent BBC1 documentary of Jay Blades, the Repair 
Shop presenter? He learnt to read at the age of 51 with the free one-to-one help and 
encouragement of a trained Read Easy coach.   
Read Easy BVN is active and we have readers in the whole area. We have a team of 
volunteers who manage the local group, fundraise, find readers through agencies and 
locate neutral, safe venues for readers’ coaching sessions. And our trained coaches are 
the real stars who make the difference.

mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
mailto:emmasmith07@btinternet.com
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Making the link between the coaches, readers and the local team are the Co-ordinators 
and we are looking for two more to join the team.  Yes, we have grown! Each volunteer 
co-ordinator `looks after’ up to 15 coach and reader pairs, carefully matching them, 
supporting the coach looking for extra ideas to encourage their reader, and bringing 
the coaches together to share good practice. 
The Co-ordinator is the person who makes the whole thing work. If we have caught 
your imagination, please get in touch, we would love to give you more information. 
Here’s who to contact :- 
Murray Walker at  blackmorevalenorth@readeasy.org.uk  (Registered Charity No 
1188282)  
Roz Butcher  

Easter Arrangements 

St Peter’s plans for Holy Week and Easter services are as follows – 
Monday 11th April   1830   `Sacred Space’ evening worship 
Tuesday 12th April   1830   `Sacred Space’ evening worship
Wednesday 13th April   1030   Holy Communion 
Maundy Thursday 14th April       1900  Maundy Thursday supper* and           
      Eucharist
Good Friday 15th April  1830   At the foot of the cross-   
      music, prayer, poetry
Easter Sunday 17th April   0930  Easter Sunday Eucharist and  
      Easter Egg Hunt 

*There is a sheet in church to sign up for the Maundy Thursday supper. It’s worth 
checking arrangements in case there are any late changes. 
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St James

Music for Ukraine

On Sunday 13th March, Chris Mahon played a wide selection of organ music to an 
appreciative audience of 50-60 people at St James’ Church in aid of Ukraine.
     The programme began with everyone joining in (to the best of their abilities - 
mostly “la-la-ing”) the National Anthem of Ukraine.  This was followed by some fleet-
fingered performance of Bach and Stanford, and also a delicate interpretation of ‘In an 
English Country Garden’. 
     After a second attempt at singing the Ukrainian National Anthem (music 
thoughtfully provided by Chris) we entered a more reflective time of music including 
Elegy by Thalben-Ball, and a beautiful Chorale by Franck.  The  third attempt at the 
Ukraine National Anthem followed with much more convincing singing. The last 
section of music included the first movement of Vidor’s Symphony – a time of striking 
confidence, most appropriate for the intention of the day.
     All the donations (mostly gift aided) have yet to be finally counted.
     Warm thanks to Chris Mahon for his planning, organisation and playing. We all 
felt we had joined a memorable reminder that all the pain and suffering in the 
Ukraine  need not result in despair but  encouraged us to look forward to a better, 
more just future of all people living together in peace.

Abbey School Report 

This time last year I wrote about things finally getting back to normal after the 
pandemic. Another year on and we are still hoping that full ‘normality’ will return soon! 
Having got through the first 18 months without cases in school, when we returned to 
school in September 2021 we started to have a very high number of cases amongst 
children and staff, and have continued to have cases ever since. Thankfully, no one 
has been seriously ill, but the effect of isolation on children and staff must not be 
underestimated.
     Another difficulty we have faced has been the lack of face to face worship in school 
or in church for our children and staff. We have continued with class-based worship 
and online whole school worship, but it’s never the same as the shared feeling of 
being close to God as a whole school together.
     The ‘Open the Book’ group has been a marvellous support to the school; it is so 
wonderful to return to church for these sessions. Margaret Derrett runs the group and 
would be delighted to hear from anyone who could take part. The sessions are truly 
joyful affairs and are performed in a very relaxed fashion.
     Our school continues to thrive and develop in many ways. We have a current focus 
on the Well-Being of all our children and staff, and a focus on raising the priority given 
to all the subjects taught, to reach the same level as English and Maths (which have 
rather dominated the primary curriculum lately). We know that children get huge 
amounts of educational benefit from subjects such as music, art and PE, so we are 
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really pleased to give them greater priority in our curriculum.
   We are delighted to have our new Team Rector, Donna, within our school and church 
community. We look forward to working with her in the months and years to come.
The school community is praying for the people of Ukraine. The response to our 
appeals for resources and funds to help the refugees has been wonderful.
Michael Salisbury, Head Teacher

Prayer for Easter 2022.

Gracious God, give me the grace to live with the questions of my life
Encountering with courage the ‘what if’s’ and ‘if only’s’
Greeting with generous openness the crushed dreams and unfulfilled hopes
Allowing good humour and the forgiveness of oneself and others
To scatter earth upon past days
And the soft rains of absolution to nurture new life.
Gracious God, let me live with the questions of my life.
Gracious God, give me the grace to keep watch for you in my life,
Praising with awe the wonder of snowdrop and stardust,
Recognising with thanksgiving each small act of kindness,
Responding with compassion to the need of friend or stranger,
Rejoicing with patience in weakness and desolation.
So may we, broken Good Friday people,
Dance with joined hands to the risky rhythms of faith
Into the love and hope of Easter Day.    
Jill Fuller

From the Registers

Blessing of Marriage
Saturday March 26th –  Nathaniel and Isabella White (née Dias). The marriage took place 
in London.

 Our congratulations and God’s blessings to them both.
Baptisms
Sunday 20th March – Dotty Carolyn Gaertig and Hallie Rose Britton

We welcome them into God’s family
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St Mary’s, Motcombe 

Fundraising for the replacement of church floor by vestry

We are delighted that finally the Faculty giving permission to start replacing the floor 
at the back of church has at last been granted.  It is hoped that work will begin at the 
end of May 2022. Meanwhile the fundraising projects continue towards our target of 
£63,000.

A Big Thank You from St Mary’s Church

As you may know St Mary’s Church has a fundraising campaign to raise £12,500 
towards buying Portland Stone slabs for the replacement floor.  As a result of our 
campaigning we are pleased to announce that we are 90% of the way there with 
£10,794 already raised.  People have been amazing, not only in Motcombe but from 
further afield too.  One person heard about our campaign in Australia!  We are so very 
appreciative of all your contributions. The full cost of the works will be around £63,000 
and we have applied for grants to cover some of the cost. We will still need to raise 
a significant amount ourselves as well as continuing to pay our Parish Share of over 
£30,000 to the Diocese.   So the fundraising continues. If you would like to contribute 
to our campaign, each slab costs £50 but anything you can give is welcomed.  You can 
donate as follows:
ONLINE:  https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Motcombechurchfloor can claim Gift 
AiGift jepocock@uwclub.net) or  Jan Leivers (janleivers@gmail.com ANTICIPATION,  
THANK YOU!
News from Motcombe Primary School

It has been all go at the school as things (hopefully) return to something closer to 
normal.  The children have missed the fun of World Book Day for a year or two so 
everyone was excited to celebrate it at the start of March.  Both children and teaching 
staff embraced dressing up as their favourite book character, there was a parade in the 
playground and fun activities throughout the day to celebrate our love. After school 
clubs are back up and running with children taking part in lots of activities including 
gymnastics, dodgeball, STEM club, handball and yoga.  These run alongside our wrap-
around care clubs - Early Birds and Parrots Club.  There are increasing opportunities to 
take part in matches with other schools and the excellent multi-school events run by 
Gillingham School and its sports ambassadors.  Music teachers have also returned to 
school offering lessons in piano, guitar and violin.  Doves Class (Year 3) recently visited 
the Dorchester Tutankhamun Exhibition as part of their topic work.  The people who 
worked at the exhibit were thoroughly impressed with the children’s knowledge on 
Ancient Egyptian life, the mummification process and, of course, Tutankhamun.  The 
children are loving these renewed opportunities.
The situation in Ukraine has been weighing heavily on the minds of children and adults 

mailto:jepocock@uwclub.net
mailto:janleivers@gmail.com
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alike.  We have raised money for the Red Cross appeal by holding a non-uniform day 
across the academy trust and many children/ families are involved in fundraising such 
as collecting donated clothes and baking cakes to raise money.
We are looking forward to our two day Easter Experience being run by our Foundation 
Governors in the Church for the children.  The children will learn about Easter at 
different work stations and there is a competition to create an Easter garden.  Please 
look out for an invitation to visit the Church for a cup of tea and to see what the classes 
have created in the Church.  The final day will end with an Easter service for the children 
and a farewell to Revd Pam, who has been such an asset to the school and the children.  
We wish her much happiness and a well-deserved rest in retirement!  
Sarah Clune, Chair of Governors.

Easter Experience at Motcombe School - April 4th and 5th 2022

Some of you may remember the days of Messy Church when there was lots of glueing, 
sticking and general art / craft activities based around a theme.  During the last week 
of this term every child in school will have the opportunity of learning more about the 
real meaning of Easter, rather than concentrating on chocolate and bunnies!  Each class 
will have a session in church doing age-appropriate activities including looking at the 
meaning of the cross from darkness to light by scraping away a black surface to reveal 
bright colours underneath.  Children will also write prayers using different styles and art 
work and make a badge reflecting something about Easter. Other activities will include 
making Easter characters out of wooden spoons and designing a stained glass window.   
Each class session will finish with a time of sharing before their work is displayed 
around the church.  On Tuesday April 5th our new Team Rector, Revd Donna Gibbs, 
will join us for the Leaving Service for Revd Pam. Children will be sharing what they 
have made and the Faith Ambassadors will be taking a central role.  Please join us for 
refreshments after that service so that you can meet Donna, who is keen to be involved 
in Motcombe School.
Parents, carers and villagers are invited to church from 3.00 - 4.00pm on both 
afternoons to admire and chat to the children about the work they have completed.  
Refreshments will be available and a ‘Toddler Corner’ will have some age appropriate 
toys for younger family members.  

Competition for making an Easter Garden

The school Faith Ambassadors will be judging the Easter Garden Competition and the 
gardens will be displayed in church.  Children can use any medium – junk, modelling 
clay, cooking, natural materials etc - and there will be prizes for each age group.  Please 
support this Easter Experience initiative as it is exciting that at last, after two years of 
restrictions, we are able to venture out and actually ‘meet and greet’ each other!
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The Cockleshell Heroes - Saturday April 9th

How much do you know about the Cockleshell Heroes?  Now is your opportunity to 
hear about the adventure from Graham Dunlop, a retired Royal Marin and historian, 
who will give an illustrated talk on Saturday, 9th April at 6.30pm, (doors open 6.0 
pm) at Motcombe Memorial Hall on “The Cockleshell Heroes”. This is about the Royal 
Marines daring canoe raid on Bordeaux in 1942.  It promises to be an informative and 
interesting evening looking at the way an individual had an idea and persuaded others 
to join him paddling 70 miles up the River Gironde, during hours of darkness, to scuttle 
enemy ships moored in Bordeaux harbour.  Winston Churchill is reported to have said 
that it shortened WW2 by six months. Tickets, £10 including canapés, are available from 
the village shop. There will be a cash bar and all proceeds will go towards the church 
floor.

Farewell Service for Pam and Dennis Rink - Team Service at St Mary’s, Motcombe
April 24th at 10.00am

You are very welcome to join us at this Team Service when we say ‘Thank you ‘ and bid  
farewell to Reverend Pam and her husband Dennis who have contributed so much 
during their time in Motcombe.  Pam has travelled many miles whilst serving as a 
member of the Shaftesbury Team and Dennis has cycled over hills and dales raising 
funds for St Mary’s Church.  We shall miss seeing Pam in the Village Shop on a Tuesday 
afternoon, while she took a break from more formal parish responsibilities, and we wish 
them both many happy years of retirement in their new home near Honiton.

From the Register
March 16th - Burial of Ashes of Patrick Evans
March 24th - Burial of Ashes of Margaret Sibley
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Holy Week  
in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry 

 
Mon 11th April  5.30pm Motcombe  Evening Prayer 

6.30pm St Peter’s  Sacred Space: Evening Worship 

   7.30pm Enmore Green Reflections & Music 

   8.00pm St James’  Compline 

Tue 12th April 5.30pm Motcombe  Evening Prayer 

   6.30pm St Peter’s  Sacred Space: Evening Communion 

   8.00pm St James’  Compline 

Wed 13th April 5.30pm Motcombe  Evening Prayer 

   6.30pm St Peter’s  Sacred Space: Stations of the Cross 

   8.00pm St James’  Compline 

Thu 14th April 7.00pm St Peter’s  Maundy Thursday Eucharist 

7.00pm St James’  Maundy Thursday Eucharist 

   7.00pm Motcombe  Maundy Thursday Eucharist 

Fri 15th April  9.45am Enmore Green Meditation at the Foot of the Cross 

   12 noon Melbury Abbas Meditation 

   1.30pm St James’  Good Friday Liturgy 

   2.00pm Motcombe  Meditation at the Foot of the Cross 

   6.30pm St Peter’s  At the Foot of the Cross  

   6.30pm Margaret Marsh    At the Foot of the Cross 

 

Come and join us on the journey…
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St  John’s, Enmore Green 

Sunday April 3  11.15am  Morning Prayer

Wednesday 6 April – 10.00am to 12 noon 
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 
Foodie Raffle 

Our Easter Programme

Monday 11 April
7.30pm. A quiet Reflective Service for the start of Holy Week with the
St. John’s Occasional Singers

Thursday 14 April 
Our Easter Garden will be outside St. John’s

Friday 15 April – Good Friday 9.45am 
Meditation at the Cross

Easter Sunday - 17 April 9.30am.
Easter Communion in St. James Church
Please advise if you need transport

11.15am Easter Praise in St. John’s
Soloist: Philippa Forrest 

Sunday 24 April 10am Team Communion Service at St. Mary’s, Motcombe 
Farewell Service for the Reverend Pam Rink

Saturday 30 April – 10.00am to 2.00pm St. John’s in the Town Hall
Our first visit since 2019. Do pop in and have a browse; 
Books, boxed Games, Cakes, Cards, Plants and a Tombola with a prize for
every ticket. Fair Trade Stall with Arthur Simmonds
Plus Light Refreshments with bacon butties.
If you can contribute any goods or help us on the day please contact 
Jo Churchill on 01747 850432
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in April

Sunday 17th April  11.15am  Easter Communion

Every Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Music and Silence 

Jubilee Party – 2nd June 

Plans are going ahead for our Village Jubilee Party on Thursday 2nd June (which is a 
Bank Holiday) in Fanner’s Field. The party is being organised jointly by the PCC and the 
Parish Council and it will be in the afternoon, with music by the Bell Street Jazz Band. 
Watch for precise details of the time on the village notice boards and in future issues of 
Key Ring. 

You are invited to bring your favourite teatime treats to share and something to sit on. 
We are hoping to arrange activities for children and mount an exhibition of Our Village 
History in the last Seventy Years in the Church Hall. Please get in touch if you would 
like to help with organising these things, or if you have any other suggestions to put 
forward. It seems a long time since we had a party in the village. Let’s make this a really 
good one.

Flower arranging

There are vacancies on our flower arranging rota. Please let us know if you would like to 
get involved. St Mary’s is a very rewarding church to decorate – and it would be lovely 
if we could make it look particularly beautiful for Easter Sunday – and, later on, for the 
Jubilee celebrations.

The Future of Our Church

Despite being constantly thwarted by circumstances over the last two years, we are 
still planning to hold a village meeting to discuss the way forward for the church in 
Compton Abbas. When we finally fix the date, all residents of Compton Abbas and 
Twyford will receive an invitation to the meeting in a letter outlining some of the issues 
involved. In the meantime, the church will stay open every day and we hope people will 
continue to use the prayer board and the library and enjoy the peace of the building.

If you would like to discuss any of these things, you can contact Gillian Cross (01747 
811263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk )

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk


22

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

27th March 11.15am         Parish Communion - Mothering Sunday
                 Revd Donna Gibbs
10th April 10.30am         Palm Sunday Matins followed by the APCM
15th April 12.00noon     Good Friday Meditation
17th April 11.15am         Easter Communion Revd Tim Heaton
24th April  No service at St Thomas’s

Welcome signs of spring - new lambs at Gears Mill

On Sunday 27th March, Mothering Sunday, Revd Donna Gibbs will be taking Parish 
Communion. This will be an excellent time to welcome her to St Thomas’s. On Sunday 
10th April we will be holding the APCM after Matins. Last year it was well attended and 
people discovered that we were able to review the previous year and current issues 
while leaving plenty of time to prepare Sunday lunch. The position of Parish Secretary is 
vacant and we are looking for someone to take this on and join our very friendly team.

On Saturday May 21st at 10.00 am the Preservation Society will be holding a Jumble 
and Plant Sale in the Village Hall. If anyone has any cuttings or seedlings they could 
nurture to bring to the sale it would be much appreciated. Our last plant sale brought 
in some good money to go towards preservation of the Church. The Preservation 
Society will be holding their AGM on Thursday April 21st.
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Open House is a community drop in centre offering support and advice to those who 
seek our help

Open Tuesdays at Father’s House 10 – 2pm

Open House is thriving as we continue to help those in Shaftesbury and the 
surrounding area with well over 20 clients a week using our services on a Tuesday.  
Here our sessions are a hive of activity and we are pleased that our coffee bar can be 
open and provide our clients with a comfortable space. We have continued to have a 
full complement of volunteers, although sadly had to say good-bye to Linda East and 
Stella & Tony Rhodes last year, who had all been with the charity from the beginning 
and have moved away from the Shaftesbury area. However, many new volunteers 
have come forward with a wide spread of people representing most of the Churches of 
Shaftesbury and none. 

Over the last 6 months (July - December)  we have served the local community and 
provided :

 Advisory services (Housing, Benefits & Support Services) - 98 visits
 Emergency Aid  (Food Bank, Toiletry & Household packs) - 80 visits
 StoreHouse deliveries - 32 homes ( and countless collections too!!)
 Tea, Coffee and Chat- 143 visits
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Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Fundraising for the Parishes

We hope to arrange a Garden event at Vale Farmhouse, West Orchard, home 
of Betty Geeves on Saturday 7th May 2.30 to 4pm. Betty has kindly offered her 
garden, we do however need people to set up and run the stalls and  also run 
about and fetch and carry for us. We would love to have a Tombola Stall, Garden 
Stall, Cake Stall, Gift Stall and Afternoon teas .If you are able bodied and full 
of energy we would appreciate your help in organising the afternoon. Offers of 
items for the stalls will be not only appreciated but needed. Please leave with 
either Rita Stranger or Do Trowbridge. This is of course if Covid restrictions allow.

Mothering Sunday Spring Clean – St Margarets

We would like to give St Margaret’s her annual Spring Clean in time for the 
Parish Mothering Sunday Service on Sunday 27th March. Please contact Do 
Trowbridge to let her know if you can help.

Palm Sunday Spring Clean – St Lukes

We would like to Spring Clean St Lukes and tidy the churchyard for our Palm 
Sunday Service on 10th April. If you are able to help either inside cleaning or 
outside trimming and tidying please contact Rita or John Stranger.

St Thomas Churchyard

We do like to try and keep the churchyard in good order for those who wish to 
visit. If you can spare an hour or two to either trim hedges and around graves or 
mow the grass. Please contact Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes.

Tea and Chat

On Wednesday 20th April  2.30pm to 3.30pm we will hold our first Tea and Chat of 
2022. You are welcome to join us at Manor Meadow, West Orchard home of Phil 
and Rita Stranger when we can catch up with each other over cake and biscuits 
and a cuppa.

The Easter Services are listed below. Posters will be on Church Notice 
boards as a reminder.
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Special Services

Mothering Sunday    27th March  11.15am  at Margaret Marsh
Palm Sunday      10th April  11.15am at St Lukes
Meditation Good Friday    15th April   6.30pm  at Margaret Marsh
Easter Day Communion   17th April  11.15am at Margaret Marsh

Regular Services 

at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month 11.15am Parish Communion (BPC)/ Morning Prayer

at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month 11.15am Morning Prayer/Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a 
Church Warden

Old Bible
A collector of rare books ran into an old friend who told him he had just 
thrown away an old Bible that he found in a dusty, old box. He happened to 
mention that Guten-somebody-or-other had printed it.

“Not Gutenberg?” gasped the collector.

“Yes, that was it!”

“Do you know what you have done? You’ve thrown away one of the first 
books ever printed. A copy recently sold at auction for half a million dollars!”

“Oh, I don’t think this book would have been worth anywhere close to that,” 
replied his friend. “It was scribbled all over in the margins by some guy 
named Martin Luther.”
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

“Give it Up” for the Children’s Society.
When you read this, Easter Day, April 17, may be imminent. In which case, there are 
perhaps just a few more days left of Lent for you to “Give it Up” for the Children’s 
Society: turning your given up items, as part of your preparation for Easter, into gifts for 
the Children’s Society. Has it been chocolate, biscuits or wine perhaps?  There’s still time 
to give what you have not spent to be kind to those in need. Even a token amount of 
what you have not spent will help vulnerable children.

If you have put donations aside as you have gone along, or you aim to make a 
donation any time just after Easter this is how you may give it:
BACS: The Church of England Children’s Society 20-37-25 account no.  00040991.
CHEQUE:  Payable to ‘The Church of England Children’s Society’ and post to John Parker, 
“Give it Up”, 4 Boyne Mead, Shaftesbury, SP7 8HT.
CASH: Either put it in a Children’s Society Home Collection Box (if you have one) or 
write to shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.co.uk to arrange collection.

Our immense thanks for your generosity which helps people like Matthew whose story 
follows:

At five, Matthew’s parents split up and he was forced to move across the country 
with his mum. Moving away from his dad and home at such a young age wasn’t easy. 
Matthew couldn’t make sense of it. He didn’t feel safe. Matthew didn’t like his stepdad 
and the feeling seemed to be mutual. He didn’t want to be at home. At school, his 
undiagnosed ADHD meant he couldn’t keep up. 

He eventually found the sense of belonging he had been craving through a 
group of ‘friends’ when he was about 13 or 14. He started to depend on them. They 
gave him drugs, which numbed the pain. The group started breaking into houses and 
robbing people. They were selling drugs. Matthew did what he was told - he didn’t 
want to be alone again. “I would be scared. But you can’t show it . . . finding people who 
are from the same situation as me, that I could actually relate to, I felt like that’s where I 
belonged.” 

At 19, Matthew made the difficult decision to leave the group. He realised if 
he stayed he was either “going to end up in prison or dead.” His drug use had got a lot 
worse. He was becoming really paranoid and wasn’t eating properly. “I was suicidal. I 
didn’t feel like I was good for anything.”

mailto:shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.co.uk
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Matthew was diagnosed with Complex PTSD. All the trauma he had faced 
and all the years of bottling up his emotions had taken their toll. He was admitted 
to a psychiatric hospital. That’s when Matthew was introduced to Mandy, one of the 
Society’s specialist substance misuse practitioners. Slowly he learnt to trust again. He 
began to open up. “I could tell Mandy cared. It made all the difference.”

Today, just two years later, everything is different. He knows that the road ahead may 
not always be easy. But now he has his whole life ahead of him. He is beginning to 
imagine what the future holds. 
He wants to work in Psychology so that he can help people who need it too. Matthew 
knows he can’t change his past, but he can change his future. He feels lucky to have 
met Mandy and hopes others can get the same support.  “Mandy knows how much she 
has done for me. I’ve told her enough times. . . She saved my life. That’s all I can really 
say.”

Elizabeth asked her Sunday School class to sketch a picture of their 
favourite Bible stories. She was puzzled by Bert’s picture, which showed 
four people sitting in a plane, so she asked him which bible story it was 
meant to represent.’  The flight to Egypt,’ said Bert. ‘I see ... and that must 
be Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, ‘Elizabeth said, ‘But who’s the fourth 
person?’ Oh, that’s Pontius - the Pilot.’
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Felix Campbell Tree and Grounds
Maintenance

Tree Felling, Hedge Cutting
Mowing

Strimming, Pressure washing
Leaf blowing

07472 402500

Felixcampbell124@gmail.com
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To advertise in this magazine 
please contact the Team Office on 

01747 853060 or email: office@
ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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“I have seen the Lord!” 
Stories of Easter 

 

A “Seasons of Sanctuary” Quiet Day  
to prepare for the season ahead 

 

led by Barbara Priest 
 (Licensed Lay Minister in Salisbury Diocese) 

 
Grove Farmhouse, Melbury Abbas SP7 0DE 

Saturday 30th April  :  10am – 4.00pm 
 

With these amazing words, 
Mary Magdalene tells of the 
first of Jesus’ resurrection 

appearances.  
We spend a day observing 
those encounters with the 

risen Lord, and how they also 
offer us a journey into joy. 

 

£25.00 per person.  
Tea & Coffee provided but please bring a packed lunch. 

Numbers are limited so book early to  
avoid disappointment. 

Contact: barbara@allegro.co.uk or 07717 133899 
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THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
MARCH 2022 ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS FRIDAY 18th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM
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THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
MAY 2022 ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS 
FRIDAY 8TH APRIL AT 5PM



For as in Adam all die, so 
in Christ will all be made 

alive
1 Corinthians 15:22


