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Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Donna Gibbs
   01747  229543  donna.donnagibbs.gibbs@gmail.com

Donna  has Friday as her day off

Associate Priest                   The Revd Tim Heaton tim4heaton@yahoo.co.uk
                                                   01747 841076

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion         Vacant   

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Tuesday 2pm to 5pm

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring

Clergy consultant:                The Revd Donna Gibbs
      01747  229543  donna.donnagibbs.gibbs@gmail.com      

Editor:                                    Wendy Tindall-Shepherd      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                        01747 822299
Parish correspondents:

Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard  01747 851836
Motcombe  Jill Jenkinson  01747 855476
St James’ Shaftesbury         Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury         Christine Mitchell                01747 858219
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Leading Article
Pam, priest and servant of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in the 
Shaftesbury Team Ministry. Grace to you all and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

An unusual and old-fashioned sort of greeting you may think, but in fact it is in   the 
manner of St Paul’s greetings at the start of each of his letters to the churches that 
make up some of our New Testament. 

Paul’s letters all articulate a love and a concern for the churches and the people of 
the places where those first Christian communities had been established. He affirms, 
guides and admonishes them following visits and from a distance, while giving them 
his own news, especially when he writes from prison, teaching and encouraging them.

I have a great love and concern for the churches that make up the Shaftesbury Team, 
but I’m sure you will be pleased to hear that I will not be writing to admonish you and 
I will leave the guiding and teaching to Donna and those who follow me in ministry 
among you. However, I do affirm and encourage you in all that you do in this lovely 
town and its surrounding villages. The Christian message and ministry that is evident 
throughout the Team is a huge blessing and I feel privileged to have been a small part 
of that.

These last two or three years have seen much change and upheaval, what with the 
pandemic, lockdowns, virtual church, changes in worship patterns across the Team 
and in particular the changes in clergy and congregations as people have moved away 
or perhaps died. I pray that, as we come out of the pandemic and life settles down to 
some kind of normality again, and with the leadership of Donna and whoever comes to 
replace me, you will find a time of stability and growth where each church can flourish 
as God intends it to.

But perhaps just as important is your growth together as a Team. We may be made up 
of individual churches with our own quirks and ways of doing things, but we are also 
in close relationship with each other. Our strength and our ability to flourish depends 
on our relationships and the quality and capacity of our relatedness to God and to 
others who make up our Team. Remember to share your events, your difficulties and 
your successes with your brothers and sisters across the Team - who knows where your 
shared experience and inspiration may lead?

Finally, a huge thank you to all of you. It has been a great pleasure and privilege to 
minister with such an amazing bunch of Christians, who take their faith seriously and 
work incredibly hard to fulfil Jesus’ saying: ‘What you did for the least of my brothers 
and sisters you did for me.’

I leave you with my love and prayers for the future. May God bless you all.
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“It Can’t Be Carried Alone”
 
Father Richard wrote the following poem in response to the collective suffering of 

the people of Ukraine.

How can we not feel shock or rage at what is happening 

to the people of Ukraine — 

As we watch their suffering unfold in real time 

from an unfair distance? 

Who of us does not feel inept or powerless 

before such manifest evil? In this, at least, we are united. 

Our partisan divisions now appear small and trivial.

Remember what we teach: both evil and goodness are, 

first of all, social phenomena. 

The Body of Christ is crucified and resurrected 

at the same time. May we stand faithfully 

Inside both these mysteries (contemplation).

In loving solidarity, we each bear what is ours to carry, 

the unjust weight of crucifixion, 

in expectant hope for God’s transformation. 

May we be led to do what we can on any level (action) 

to create resurrection! 

The people of Ukraine have much to teach the world.

 



5

Felix Campbell Tree and Grounds
Maintenance

Tree Felling, Hedge Cutting
Mowing

Strimming, Pressure washing
Leaf blowing

07472 402500

Felixcampbell124@gmail.com
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St Peter’s

Breakfast Church – Saturday 7th May 2022 at St Peter’s Church

We had one superb time of shared worship around breakfast earlier in the 
year and the next is planned for 7th May at 10am.  Come and enjoy an informal 
time of worship together as we dig into cereal, croissants, pains au chocolat
(mmm…), toast, and various drinks.  Bring your children and grandchildren…
And yourself!  There is no charge, just make a donation if you wish.  Most of all
feel free to join in!
Further information from Emma Smith – phone 01747 851894 or e-mail
Emmasmith07@btinternet .com.

Improved Sound System

Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of St Peter’s we should have an
Improvement in the sound quality in church.  A grant of £600 has been 
awarded
to allow for the purchase of three high quality microphones which will either
replace, or be in addition to, the present units.  Two personal/ clip on 
transmitter 
and receiver sets and one hand microphone set will be ordered and when
installed should offer a much more favourable audio experience.

World Day of Prayer

At the service on 4th March £180.50 was raised and sent to the organisation’s
headquarters for use in its many projects.

Coffee after Church

It would be nice to socialise again over a cup of coffee after Sunday service.

At the back of the church is a blank rota list so if you can commit yourself to any
 of the free dates it would be most appreciated.  Making the coffee takes about
20 minutes and would need any volunteer to arrive around 9am.  Full instructions
will be given.  Please contact Roz Butcher on 01747 850212 or e-mail:
r.e.butcher@btinternet.com for further information.

Thanksgiving Service for Mary Seymour
Over 200 friends, family and members of the community gathered at Milton Abbey
on Thursday 7th April to celebrate the life of Mary Seymour.  The Thanksgiving
Service, conducted by Revd Chris Wray, reflected on Mary’s life of service to

mailto:r.e.butcher@btinternet.com
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others and her family.  The readings and tributes were given by her grandchildren
and great grandchildren.  In the February 2022 edition of Key Ring we published
a shortened obituary of Mary, but if anyone would like a copy of the full version please 

email: david.john.hunt@homecall.co.uk

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
A reminder that this meeting takes place in church on 26th April at 6.30pm,
preceded by wine/ soft drinks and nibbles

Sound of the Cello
St Peter’s Church is to host recitals by three outstanding cellists from 1 to 2pm on 
the following dates:
Thursday 12th May – Kirsten Miller

Thursday 9th June – Nicholas Cooper

Thursday 30th June – Emily Burridge

Tickets are available from Shaftesbury Arts Centre (www.shaftesburyartscentre.
org.uk) or telephone 01747 854321.  Tickets at £10.00 (£9.00 for Arts Centre 
members) include sandwiches and coffee.

                Easter

  If the Christ who died had stopped at the cross,
  His work had been incomplete.
  If the Christ who was buried had stayed in the tomb,
  He had only known defeat,
  But the way of the cross never stops at the cross
  And the way of the tomb leads on
  To victorious grace in the heavenly place
  Where the risen Lord has gone.
  © Annie Johnson-Flint
  Submitted by Christine Mitchell

From the Registers

Baptism
March 20th  Ayla Eden Finch  We welcome her into God’s family

Funeral
April 4th   Hazel Swain  May she rest in peace

mailto:david.john.hunt@homecall.co.uk
http://www.shaftesburyartscentre.org.uk
http://www.shaftesburyartscentre.org.uk
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When Mary thro’ the garden went,
There was no sound of any bird,

And yet, because the night was spent,
The little grasses lightly stirred,

The flowers awoke, the lilies heard.

When Mary thro’ the garden went,
The dew lay still on flower and grass,

The waving palms above her sent
Their fragrance out as she did pass,

No light upon the branches was.

When Mary thro’ the garden went,
Her eyes, for weeping long, were dim,
The grass beneath her footsteps bent,

The solemn lilies, white and slim,
These also stood and wept for Him.

When Mary thro’ the garden went,
She sought, within the garden ground,

One for Whom her heart was rent,
One Who for her sake was bound,

One Who sought and she was found.

St James’ Church

RECYCLING SALE 
The 26th March saw Shaftesbury Town Hall packed with all kinds of items that were 
looking for new owners, with a band of St James’ stalwarts ready and willing to pass 
them on to their next homes. There is something about these kind of sales that 
interests most people. You can never be sure what can be found in amongst the array 
of bric-a-brac, kitchen items, jewellery, books, and crafty things and even before 
opening the doors there was a queue of potential customers waiting outside. The raffle 
stall with its tempting array of prizes, was, as always, very popular and the kitchen 
crew provided welcome refreshments for both customers and ‘staff’.   All the proceeds 
of the raffle went to the Ukraine disaster fund together with a substantial part of the 
remaining profit which made the effort even more worthwhile. Many, many thanks to 
everyone who helped, before, during and after the event. Your input and participation 
are greatly appreciated 
Sue Ballett

When Mary thro’ the Garden Went
by Mary Elizabeth Coleridge

(submitted by Sara Jacson)

From the Registers

Funeral

Saturday 2nd April    Kenneth Ferguson          May he rest in peace
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To advertise in this magazine 
please contact the Team Office on 

01747 853060 or email: office@
ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk



11

St Mary’s, Motcombe

Easter Experience for Motcombe Primary School
After two years of being unable to have whole school Collective Worship in church, it 
was a joy to welcome pupils into church again for their ‘Easter Experience’ which was 
organised by Foundation Governors to focus on the Easter message.  With help from 
the church community every child had the opportunity to scratch a design on a black 
cross to reveal glorious colours, reflect on different aspects of the world and write a 
prayer before making either a stained glass window or wooden spoon character from 
the Easter story.   

The church became a blaze of colour as prayers were pegged on string suspended from 
the pillars or hung on prayer trees. Each class had a different focus: ‘Thank you daffodils’, 
‘I make God happy when…’, bunting with family prayers, oak trees with prayers about 
school, Hosanna palm leaves with scrolls, luggage label prayers for Ukraine and cards 
with ‘I believe…’ and ‘I know….’ quoting biblical verses. Stained glass windows strung 
between pillars and against clear window panes reflected light and the window sills 
were filled with characters from the Easter story in readiness for their Easter Service.  
During the Service the Faith Ambassadors did readings and prayers before each child 
paraded around church proudly showing one craft they had made.  It was wonderful 
to hear children singing  ‘If I were a butterfly’ and ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ loud enough to 
almost raise the rafters!  Later they sang a song for Revd Pam to the tune of ‘Hey Jude’ 
in recognition of her six years of involvement in school life, before presenting her with 
flowers and a book of photos and messages.
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In addition, pupils enthusiastically joined in the competition to make Easter Gardens, 
which were displayed in church.  However, with over 50 entries the task of judging 
was very challenging!  A great deal of thought, ingenuity and creativity had gone 
into each one and eventually prizes were awarded for the most modern, imaginative, 
eggy, greenest, traditional, dangly and rabbity garden along with an overall winner.  
In addition the Faith Ambassadors helped make an Easter Garden in the churchyard 
which will delight our Easter congregation.
Over the two days parents, carers and members of the Motcombe community were 
invited to come and see the children’s work.  There were a lot of fantastic comments 
and people were amazed at what had been achieved in a couple of days.  One parent 
wrote ”What a beautiful display!  Thank you for providing a special Easter experience.  
My child was very excited to tell me everything he had learnt and created”.  Another 
member of the congregation wrote “Stunning! Never seen the church so alive and 
vibrant.  Faith in action!”.

Big Thankyou from St Mary’s Church

As you may know St Mary’s Church has a fundraising campaign to help towards buying 
Portland Stone slabs for the replacement floor.  As a result we are pleased to announce 
that we have so far raised £11,139.  People have been amazing, not only in Motcombe 
but from further afield too.  One person heard about our campaign in Australia!  We are 
so very appreciative of all your contributions.

The full cost of the works has been re-calculated to £64,313 due to rising costs of 
transporting the stone.  We have applied for grants to cover £30,000 of the cost and as 
a result we have received a total of £23,000 from 3 grants; the Dorset Historic Churches 
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Trust, Erskine Muton Trust and All Churches Trust. 

The Faculty has been received which gives us permission to do the work and we have 
the Portland Stone on order.  The work will commence at the end of May after the 
weddings that are planned.  Further details from jepocock@uwclub.net
or janleivers@gmail.com

A Date for your Diary 18th June 2022

Simply Cecilia is a semi-professional choir who sing a glorious eclectic selection of 
songs.  They will be giving a concert in church at 6pm on Saturday June 18th 2022.  
Tickets will be available from Motcombe Village Shop nearer the time and all proceeds 
will be going towards the Church Floor Project.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptism

April 24th    Ada Grace Stone

Wedding:

April 9th: Alice Jackson and Henry Hall

Funerals:

April 7th - Rowland Stellig

April 21st - Mike Russell (Thanksgiving Service)

April 23rd - Robert Weldon (Thanksgiving Service)

mailto:jepocock@uwclub.net


14



15



16



17

St  John’s Enmore Green
 
May 1  11.15am  Parish Communion 
May 8  11.15am  Morning Prayer
May 15  11.15am  Morning Worship
May 22  11.15am  Morning Prayer 
May 29  10.00am  Team Service 

Wednesday 4 May – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon  Foodie Raffle

Sunday 8 May 
Annual General Meeting of St. John’s.
12noon following the Morning Prayer Service.  All Welcome.

Saturday 21st May      BE CREATIVE 
in the Church Hall 10am to 12noon

Fancy Starting a new Skill?
We are inviting anyone who enjoys knitting, embroidery, quilt making, i.e. various kinds 
of needlework - or would like to start - to come and meet others with the same hobby.  
And on hand will be Barbara and Helen who between them have a wealth of experience 
and can offer help to anyone who has become a bit stuck.  And then if you fancied 
trying a new skill Barbara and Helen could help you get started.  And then, does anyone 
remember knitting squares for blankets?  Would it be an idea to start knitting together 
and making up blankets – large and small – for those in need?   If you are interested, why 
not come along to discuss what we can do together.
And if anyone has a supply of knitting needles and spare wool they don’t need any more, 
please contact Jean Parker on 07514 999257

Sunday 22nd May 
Annual Parish Council Meeting
4.00pm in St. James
St. James and St. John’s are one Parish and this is the joint Annual General Meeting
This will be followed by Tea and a Reflective Communion Service taken by Reverend 
Patrick Riley 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Platinum Jubilee

Saturday 4 June   Community Ploughman’s Lunch in the Church Hall 
12.30pm for 1.00pm

Sunday 5 June
Open Gardens in Enmore Green                  
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Foot Care in your home
Nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

Please call us on - 07484 855 370

Email - fionabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

8th May  11.15am  Matins 
22nd May 11.15am  Parish Communion 
5th June 11.15am  Matins in celebration of HM The Queen’s   

  Platinum Jubilee                                                      

On Mothering Sunday, 32 people came to Parish Communion and welcomed Revd 
Donna Gibbs to St Thomas’s. Posies were distributed to everyone.
On Sunday 10th April the APCM and the Vestry meeting were held after our Palm 
Sunday Matins. The meetings were well attended. 

We had to say farewell to Jon Dakin who has done sterling work as the sole 
Churchwarden for over 6 years. He was a valuable link with the Church hierarchy and 
took part in interviews for our several new clergy posts. He has organised the work 
needed on the fabric of the church and also on signs to the church on adjacent roads. 
He took part in Ride and Stride for several years, earning some valuable money for the 
church. During Covid we were able to hold a Remembrance Day service outside and 
again for the service this year when Jon, on his gizmo, played the Last Post, a new and 
moving innovation. 

After the APCM the duties of a churchwarden will be shared out among the present 
PCC members as so far we have no new volunteers for this important post. 
We presented Jon with a Harry Gamper sketch of the church with many thanks for his 
valuable contribution to St Thomas’s.

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society
will be holding a Jumble and Plant Sale in Melbury Abbas Village Hall

on Saturday 21st May from 10am to 12.30pm
Jumble, Plants, Cakes, Gifts, Bric-a-Brac, Books, Raffle and a Cafe

Looking ahead -    

On Sunday June 5th at 11.15am there will be a Matins Service of celebration of HM the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee..  

Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group will be holding a weekend of Celebration of 
the Jubilee including Rounders and Tea at Manor Farm and then dancing in the Village Hall 
on Saturday 4th and BYO Jubilee lunch at the Village Hall on Sunday 5th with a free glass of 
fizz. Dress in your best Red, White & Blue or 1950s style. More details in Spreadeagle.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in May

Sunday 15th May  11.15am   Holy Communion with hymns

Every Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm  Music and Silence 

Save the Date – 2nd June!

Together with the Parish Council, we are busy making plans for our village Jubilee Party 
on 2nd June. The Bell Street Jazz Band is coming and we hope to have a bouncy castle as 
well as teas, and games for the children. A flyer has now been delivered to every house 
in the village and people are coming together to make plans.

During the party, copies of the Parish Map will be available to buy and there will be 
an exhibition of village history in the Church Hall. If you have any old photographs 
or documents, or any special memories of Compton Abbas in the past, please get in 
touch. Lots of people have moved into the village since we last had an exhibition like 
that and it would be lovely for them to see these memorabilia.

.People are coming together to make plans for the party. If you would like to help with 
that, please contact Caroline Owen (ca_owen@hotmail.com ) or speak to someone 
from the PCC or the Parish Council.

Jubilee Obelisk

As part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, the Parish Council and the PCC are 
arranging to have a new inscription added to our Jubilee Obelisk. The obelisk was put 
up originally to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee and an inscription was added in 
2012 to mark our present Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

All being well, the new inscription will be in place by 2nd June and there will be a short 
unveiling ceremony as part of our Jubilee Party.

The Future of Our Church

For some time now, there has been only one service a month in our church, because of 
the shortage of priests. We were lucky enough to have an Easter service, because Easter 
fell on the third Sunday of the month, which is our regular Sunday. There doesn’t seem 
much prospect of having more priest-led services in Compton in the near future, but 
there are other possibilities for getting together – like the Morning Prayer services held 
at St John’s in Enmore Green. Maybe these possibilities can form part of our discussion 
on the future of our church, when we finally manage to hold our much-delayed public 
meeting, which will probably be in the autumn, Covid permitting. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Afternoon Garden Party  2.30pm to 4.30pm Saturday 7th May at Vale Farmhouse, 
West Orchard 

We have a Tombola Stall, Garden Stall , Cake Stall, Gift Stall and Afternoon teas.
If you are able bodied and full of energy we would appreciate your help in organising 
the afternoon.
Offers of items for the stalls to will be appreciated. Please leave with either Rita Stranger 
or Do Trowbridge.
We look forward to seeing you there. Offers of help and donations much appreciated.

Palm Sunday Spring Clean – St Lukes
As there would have been a tiny congregation due to Covid the service had to be 
cancelled.  We will rearrange the Spring clean.

St Thomas Churchyard
We do like to try and keep the churchyard in good order for those who wish to visit. 
If you can spare an hour or two to either trim hedges and around graves or mow the 
grass. Please contact Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes.
Regular Services 

at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month 11.15am Parish Communion (BPC)/ Morning Prayer

at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month 11.15am Morning Prayer/Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a Church 
Warden



23



24



25

The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

Ukraine

While much work is being done by the Children’s Society to alleviate the impact of 
poverty, enhance mental health and improve the happiness, hopes and safety of 
children, some may wonder how it helps Ukrainian refugees. Here is a snapshot by way 
of an answer to that question.

The Children’s Society has a long and proud history of supporting refugee and migrant 
children during the Second World War and throughout the 20th century. We provide 
services here in the UK to support families and unaccompanied young refugees who 
arrive in the UK. Our specialist staff in our services in Leeds, Birmingham and Newcastle 
support refugee and migrant children in many ways. We offer one to one support for 
those who arrive alone in this country, helping them to settle, stay safe and navigate 
the complex immigration system. We also help them get access to the services they 
need – from housing, health and education to legal advice and counselling to help 
them recover from the trauma they have experienced. We help them to make friends, 
adjust to life in the UK and learn new skills through youth groups and other group 
activities. We also work with refugee and migrant families to ensure that both parents 
and children can flourish together in the UK.

Interested in becoming a Diocesan Ambassador for Salisbury?

A Diocesan Ambassador is an individual who can work collaboratively with senior 
diocesan staff, clergy and our volunteers, as well as the staff of The Children’s Society. 
If you, or someone you know, has amazing communication skills and enjoys talking 
to audiences both large and small, has excellent networking and engagement skills, 
coupled with a knowledge of the Church of England and how diocese and parishes 
work, then please contact Jess Meale, (the Relationship Manager for us in Shaftesbury) 
for more information. Her contact details can be found at the end of her short video 
about the role here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HU8CKC2EIuM 
‘Diocesan Ambassadors play a very important part in The Children’s Society and 
knowing about the work done with some of the most vulnerable young people means 
I’ve found it one of the most rewarding roles I’ve played’ – Diocesan Ambassador.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HU8CKC2EIuM
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Annual Street Collection

On June 25th you will find volunteers along the length of the High Street collecting 
to support the work of the Society. If you would like to join us in this for an hour (or 
two) between 9am and 5pm please call John Massink on 07933 992389 or e-mail 
shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com by the end of May.

Direct Debit option

Would you like to give by direct debit – even £1 or £2 each month? Please contact John, 
as above, if you wish to do so or have any questions. 

Our thanks to all volunteers, supporters and donors. 

Shaftesbury Children’s Society Committee

Crochet Corner Coffee Morning

in aid of The Children’s Society. All welcome at this 
event at 30 St James Street on Wednesday 4th May 
10.30am to noon. Come and enjoy the beautiful 
garden, support the raffle, browse the crocheted 
baby and toddler clothing for sale, and enjoy the 
refreshments.

mailto:shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com


THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
MARCH 2022 ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS FRIDAY 18th 
FEBRUARY AT 5PM
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THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
JUNE 2022 ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS 
FRIDAY, 13TH MAY AT 5PM




