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Leading Article
God’s Summer
You divided the sea by your might; you broke the heads of the dragons in
the waters. You crushed the heads of Leviathan; you gave him as food for the
creatures of the wilderness. You cut openings for springs and torrents; you dried
up ever-flowing streams. Yours is the day, yours also the night; you established
the luminaries and the sun. You have fixed all the bounds of the earth; you made
summer and winter. (Psalm 74:13-17)
It’s summer in the northern hemisphere. The British Isles have turned to face the sun,
and the days are blessed with warmth and long hours of sunlight. Warmth and light are
the hallmarks of summer, and we respond to this by using our leisure time differently,
spending more of it outdoors. For everything there is a season and a time for every matter
under heaven. Summer is the season for music in the park, drinks in the garden, holidays
and long shadows on the sports field; it’s a time for picnics, barbecues, ice cream and
warm sand under bare feet.
Here’s the science: the earth’s orbit around the sun is not a perfect circle; it’s elliptic, or
slightly oval-shaped, though this is not what causes seasons. The point in the 365-day
orbit where the earth is closest to the sun occurs in January, and the furthest point in
July. So we’re actually about as far away from the sun now as we ever are. The reason it’s
summer has to do with the tilt of the earth on its spin axis: as the earth moves around
its orbit, first one and then the other hemisphere is tipped towards the sun, thereby
experiencing summer.
This is the mechanism by which ‘God made summer’ (v. 17). Science explains what the
psalmist could only perceive through faith. Science and religion don’t contradict each
other, they complement one another. Albert Einstein once said, ‘Religion without science
is blind; science without religion is lame.’ Science gives us remarkable insights into
the workings of the universe and helps us to understand the great mysteries of God’s
creation, whilst religion offers an explanation more profound than that which science
alone can provide.
The seasons allow every part of God’s world to share in the beauty of change, and to
enjoy the varied blessings of light and dark, heat and cold, growth and dormancy. The
‘Land of Always Winter’ (Game of Thrones) is a place of fantasy because God made
summer and winter. No part of the earth is permanently dark, permanently cold and
permanently dormant. The whole planet from pole to pole supports life. Even the Arctic
enjoys a summer, thanks be to God.
God of the seasons, creator and sustainer of the universe, thank you for summer and
for all the joy, beauty and blessings that it brings.
The Revd Tim Heaton

3

New Bishop for Salisbury

People across the Diocese of Salisbury are looking forward to welcoming their new
Bishop.
The Rt Revd Stephen Lake was consecrated at Southwark Cathedral at the end of April
and will be enthroned in Salisbury Cathedral on 19th June.
Bishop Stephen, who until recently was Dean of Gloucester, succeeds the Rt Revd
Nicholas Holtam, who retired last July. He is the 79th Bishop of Salisbury.
Bishop Stephen, who grew up in Poole, trained for ministry at Chichester Theological
College, held his curacy at Sherborne Abbey with Castleton and Lillington, and was
ordained priest in 1989.
He became Vicar of St Aldhelm’s, Branksome in 1992 and was appointed Rural Dean of
Poole in 2000. In 2001 he was appointed Sub Dean of St Albans and became Dean of
Gloucester in 2011.
He said: “It is such a privilege and a joy to be called back to the Diocese of Salisbury as
Bishop.
“To be able to serve in the places that formed me will be something rare and special.”
Bishop Stephen is married to Carol and the couple have three adult children.
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Letter from the Bishop of Ramsbury
On a recent visit to the island of Guernsey, I discovered that parish boundaries –
usually invisible to us apart from as lines on a map or for the influence they exert
– are prominently marked, being the principal local arrangement for political, social,
and spiritual life. When one crosses a parish boundary along a road, there is, by the
wayside a stone boundary marker with a dividing line and the names on either side of
the parish one is crossing into. To my great interest, underneath most of these sits an
abreuvoir or watering trough, originally for the refreshment of horses en route.
I rather like the idea of a boundary being a place of renewal, an oasis of some kind,
because they are often perceived as the opposite, as points of tension and conflict.
While regularly abused, boundaries and divisions are a natural, perhaps essential, part
of human living and affirmed by scripture at many points - including this winsome
reference in Psalm 16 verse 6: “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places:
I have a goodly heritage. “ Boundaries remind us that all created life has limits, which
are a gift to us as well as a constraint. The task is to use them for enabling encounters
with God and neighbour, those who are both alike and unlike ourselves.
The promise of the Holy Spirit, which we celebrate in this fruitful and beautiful season
of the year, brings with it an affirmation that our differences are no barrier to God, but
blessed by him and the very means by which his life can be experienced as real and
personal in every place. May they be for you a goodly heritage.
With the assurance of my prayers,
+Andrew.
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To advertise in this magazine
please contact the Team Office on
01747 853060 or email: office@
ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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St Peter’s
Song for Ukraine
A capacity congregation in St Peter’s Church participated in John Rutter’s deeply moving
Ukrainian Prayer on Saturday April 9th . The composer wrote this piece as his response
to the situation in Ukraine and everyone present was able to participate in a truly
emotional experience :- a retiring collection raised £970 for the Disasters and Emergency
Committee Ukrainian Appeal, and thanks to David Grierson and Karen Wimhurst for
organising and leading the event.
Maundy Thursday Supper
21 people enjoyed our Maundy Thursday meal in the church hall where the last supper
of Christ was re- enacted. Thanks must go to those who made an excellent meal (beef
bourguignon and crumble) and the actors who participated.
Annual Parish Council Meeting and Churchwardens
Following the retirement of Ros Wilson from the role of churchwarden we are pleased
to advise that Keith Gunn has been elected to replace Ros, and will thus be acting
in tandem with Roz Butcher. Ros Wilson will, however, continue as an Assistant
Churchwarden and therefore continue to offer welcome assistance.
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on April 26th both John Hunt (Treasurer) and
Elizabeth Selwood (Secretary) were re-elected but both advised their intentions to step
down from their roles in April 2023. They will both be a hard act to follow but if anyone
is interested in either position then please speak to John or Elizabeth.
Friends of St Peter’s Church
A very colourful and informative leaflet has been produced by the Friends of the history
of the church, the work they carry out and how contributions can be made. Copies of the
leaflet are available in church, whilst further information on the Friends can be received
at the Annual General Meeting, which will take place at 6pm. on 7th June 2022 in St
Peter’s Church, to which everyone is welcome.
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Breakfast Church
On Saturday May 7th Breakfast church was held in St. Peter’s from 10am. to 11am.
Organised by Emma Smith, aided and abetted by Donna, this proved to be a joyful and
fun occasion to which baptismal families had also been invited. Breakfast and table
games, music and dancing meant that, as Donna aptly remarked, an hour in church
flashed by, to the great enjoyment of those who attended. Many thanks to all the people
who helped and hopefully Breakfast Church will be repeated in a couple of months.
Church Library
The library in St Peter’s Church will shortly reopen (having closed in March 2020) with a
range of Christian books available for loan. These are stored on the shelves at the rear of
the church by the West Door and the titles are changed over every few weeks. Anyone
borrowing items should record this in the register near to the books:- there is no charge.
Healing Prayer
Our next healing prayer takes place on Friday May 27th in the church at 1030am. We start
with a short time of prayer, music and Bible reading followed by healing prayer. Please
come along if you would like a prayer for yourself or on behalf of someone you know.
We are very grateful to Gill Stokes and Ann Depledge for organising and leading Healing
Prayer.
Jubilee Celebrations
St Peter’s Church are planning to mount a display about how we have celebrated
previous jubilees and also the coronation. These could be recollections, photos, menus,
first televisions and/or whatever happened on that day. If there is something that you
are prepared to lend for display then please contact Roz Butcher on 01747 850212 or
r.e.butcher@btinternet.com. All items will, of course, be returned.
Jubilee Celebrations continued........
To celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, our own David Grierson with the Phoenix Cafe
Orchestra will be featuring ‘Tea At The Ritz’. This is planned for Friday June 3rd, with the
doors of St Peter’s Church opening at 3pm . Tea and cake will be served with the music
commencing around 3.15pm. Donations will be gratefully received, shared between St
Peter’s Church and the Orchestra. Dress Code – Red White and Blue. Offers of help with
furniture moving, supplying cakes and serving refreshments would be appreciated.
There is a notice in church to sign with offers of help. 			
Gill Hunt
From The Registers
Funerals
April 29th
Thelma West
May 6th
Jill Sellgren 				
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May they rest in peace

St. John’s, Enmore Green
Services in June
June 5		
11.15am		
Parish Communion
				
With music by Sam Skey and family
June 12		
11.15am		
Morning Prayer
June 19		11.15am		Morning Worship
June 26		
11.15am		
Morning Prayer
Our Garden Table is now outside 22 The Knapp – all donations for St. John’s. We are
grateful to everyone who provides produce and those who buy it.
Wednesday 1 June - Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
Foodie Raffle
Saturday 4 June – Platinum Jubilee Community Lunch
12 noon to 1.30pm in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill).
£7.00 Ploughman’s Plate to include soft drinks and coffee.
To reserve your place/s, please contact Jean Parker on 07514 999257
or Jo Churchill 01747 850432.
Sunday 5 June – Parish Communion
11.15am
With Sam Skey and family
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 June
2.00pm to 5.00pm
An Artist’s Garden
Alfred’s View, Church Hill, Enmore Green SP7 8LL
Visit this enchanting three tier garden with its tranquil and peaceful view
and wonder at the delicate Bonsai Trees on display.
£3.00 per person
Saturday 18 June – the ‘Be Creative’ Morning
10am to 12noon.
Join Barbara and Helen and share with others the fun of knitting, embroidery and other
skills. Got stuck with a project? Help is at hand.
Plus Fair Trade stall.
Coffee/Tea - £2.00.
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St Mary’s, Motcombe
Villagers’ Farewell to Dennis and Pam Rink
Our thanks are due to Tim and Liz Capon who opened their home and gardens on
Tuesday April 26th for an informal and intimate Parish Farewell Gathering for Dennis
and Pam Rink. The sun shone and about 50 friends sat outside on their patio enjoying
delicious canapés and nibbles whilst soaking up Spring sunshine. Pam and Dennis
were given a picture of St Mary’s Church painted by Bill Leivers, along with gift
vouchers for their new garden. We are so grateful for their keen involvement in village
activities over their time with us and wish them great happiness in their retirement.

Ring Out the Bells
We have a good ring of 6 light bells at St Mary’s, Motcombe which many enjoy hearing
when they are rung for services and weddings. However, the last time we heard a
peal rung by a sufficiently skilled village team was in 2004, shortly after the bells had
been rehung. A peal consists of 5040 changes in bell positions, and cannot be claimed
unless it is rung perfectly, which is quite a feat of concentration. It was therefore a joy
to host a team of Devonshire ringers on April 27th who attempted a peal and gave
villagers 3 hours of non stop ringing to the delight of many.
A Big, Big Thank You from St Mary’s
We are happy to confirm that we have raised sufficient funds to buy the Portland Stone
slabs for the floor replacement, costing £12,500. We are well on the way to raising the
funds for the whole project and hopefully will, with further fundraising, make sufficient
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funds to pay the Parish Share too. Work begins on Monday 30th May and will last for
6-8 weeks.
We are so grateful for the generosity of our community in Motcombe and beyond. You
truly are amazing.
Transferring Church to the Clock Hall
As the building work repairing the back of the church floor with Portland Stone is due
to begin on May 30th 2022 services will be disrupted due to the many health and safety
issues that will need close monitoring. It has therefore been decided to hold services in
the Clock Hall from the beginning of June unless notified otherwise. This will give us an
opportunity to continue meeting for worship and fellowship whilst being able to have
different seating arrangements - it will be a novelty to see each other’s faces rather than
the back of their heads! Please come and join us: everyone is welcome.
Musical Evening with ‘ Simply Cecilia’ - Saturday June 18th at 7.30pm
Please join us for another musical evening with ‘Simply Cecilia and Friends’ who will be
performing in St Mary’s Church, Motcombe raising money for the refurbishment of the
floor at the back of the church with Portland stone. Tickets, available from Motcombe
Village Shop, are £10 for adults and £5 for children under 12 years. Refreshments will
be served - canapés are free and wine is available for a donation. Simply Cecilia is a
small singing group with a varied repertoire. Some of the singers are professionals and
there is a high standard of singing, along with plenty of humour. For example, a recent
concert included Monteverdi, Faure, Bernstein, Flanders & Swann and Rule Britannia. It
was started by Shirley Bragg, a recently retired teacher at Clayesmore, who also sings
and is their pianist. It promises to be a great evening!
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas
5th June		
11.15am		
				
26th June
11.15am		

A Celebration of HM the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee (see below)
Parish Communion

Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group will be holding a weekend of
Celebration of the Platinum Jubilee.
On Saturday 4th June :
3pm Rounders at Manor Farm followed by afternoon tea and cake
7pm Drinks and Dancing in the Village Hall – 1950s music
On Sunday 5th June:
11.15 am The Church service will be specially devised for the occasion and will include
some words of Princess Elizabeth and the young Queen pledging service to her people.
12.30 pm National Big Jubilee Lunch in the Village Hall. Bring your own lunch and have
a free glass of fizz. Dress code - red, white and blue or 1950s style.
The Pet Service will be at 11.15 on 10th July. The speaker will be from Guide Dogs for
the Blind and we hope it will be outside and many people will come with their pets.
Marjorie Millington’s funeral was held on Monday 9th May, taken by Revd Donna
Gibbs. The church was packed with people who had loved and been inspired by her. We
sang the Lord’s my Shepherd and the Exit music was from Mozart’s clarinet concerto in
A major. James Mitchell began his tribute by saying that Marjorie was a hoot, a laugh,
and also very kind, unselfish, with great generosity of spirit. Marjorie had first met his
mother in the Engineering Drawing Office in Portsmouth Dockyard and they remained
devoted friends. The whole family was openhearted and welcoming with Marjorie at
the centre. Any visitor was met with sparkling eyes, laughter, love and fancy biscuits.
After the service the congregation moved to the cemetery for a Service of Committal in
ground flanked by her husband Joe and her son Nick.
From the Register.
Deaths: Marjorie Millington 6th December 1924 – 14th April 2022.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in June
Sunday 19th June		

11.15am			

Holy Communion with hymns

Every Wednesday

5.30pm-6.30pm		

Music and Silence

Village Jubilee Party
We’re busy getting ready for our Village Jubilee Party on Thursday 2nd June. There will
be tea and cake, with a bouncy castle and games for children and music from the Bell
Street Jazz Band. A new inscription is being added to the Jubilee Obelisk, in the car park
by the church, and there will be an exhibition of village history in the Church Hall.
This will be a great chance to get together in a way that hasn’t been possible for the last
few years. If you live in Compton Abbas or Twyford, you should already have received a
Save the Date flyer and invitations will be delivered to every home in the village in the
fortnight before the party. Take the opportunity to celebrate with your neighbours –
and if you want to make it extra special, come in regal fancy dress!
Parish Conversation
We have finally fixed a date for our Parish Conversation about the future of our church.
Shortly after the Jubilee party, everyone in the village will receive a leaflet explaining
the current situation and asking for people’s views. Then, on 16th July, there will be a
meeting to give people a chance to discuss what kind of church could best serve our
village. We really want to know what you think, so look out for more information in the
next issue of Key Ring, read the leaflet and come along to the meeting.
Our Bells
Our five bells have marked many great national occasions in the past and they will be
rung again to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – sounding better than they have
for many years. The bell chamber has been cleared of a large accumulation of jackdaws’
nests and the bell chamber windows have been fitted with screens to stop any further
nesting. As a result, the bells now sound clearer and more beautiful – which makes it a
great time to take up bell ringing. Whether you’ve been a ringer in the past or you’d like
to take it up for the first time, you will be most welcome, and there is tuition available
for beginners. If you’re interested, contact Caroline Owen (ca_owen@gmail.com 01747
812166) for more details.
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Felix Campbell Tree and Grounds
Maintenance
Tree Felling, Hedge Cutting
Mowing
Strimming, Pressure washing
Leaf blowing
07472 402500
Felixcampbell124@gmail.com
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Foot Care in your home
Nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

Please call us on - 07484 855 370
Email - fionabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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Orchards and Margaret Marsh
Afternoon Garden Party
We were amazed at the turnout on 7th May. A beautiful sunny afternoon saw the garden
filled with visitors enjoying browsing our stalls and sitting chatting over a cream tea.
Huge thanks to all who manned the stalls, donated items or came to spend on the day.
Special thanks to Betty for being our host. We raised a magnificent £832 to share
between our churches.

Tea and Chat
On Wednesday 15th June 2.30pm to 3.30pm. We will at last hold our first Tea
and Chat of 2022. You are welcome to join us at Manor Meadow, West Orchard
home of Phil and Rita Stranger when we can catch up with each other over
cake and biscuits and a cuppa.
Regular Services
at St Margaret’s
First Sunday of the month 11.15am Parish Communion (BPC)/ Morning Prayer
at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month 11.15am Morning Prayer/Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a Church
Warden
Ring out the bells
On the morning of Thursday 21st April, at St Margaret’s Church, Margaret Marsh, a
group of ringers rang rounds and called changes to mark and celebrate the 96th
Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.
Changes were called by Nick Dallison (Sturminster Newton) other ringers were Judith
Williamson (Salisbury Diocesan Guild President), Len Roberts ( Mere Branch Chairman),
Jay Dallison (Sturminster Newton), Fred Shotter (Kington Magna) and Caroline Owen
(Compton Abbas).
This was the first time in several years that all five bells have been rung.
Len Roberts
Chairman Mere Branch Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers
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SHAFTESBURY REFUGEE GROUP
“It has definitely been a life-enhancing experience”, said Sarah Mais of the
Shaftesbury Refugee Group as she reflected on three years of the group’s work to
provide homes and support to Syrian families.

Original image courtesy Christian Aid

The group has provided support not only to the refugee families themselves, but also
undertook to support private landlords and bridge any gap between the rent available
under the Government scheme and what might be expected on the rental market.
It’s one way in which local resources have been stretched that bit further and ensured
that refugees arriving in our area would have the best possible start in their new lives.
The challenges are there of course, both for the new arrivals and also for the local
volunteers. As Sarah continued:
“How brave they were and have been since then, tackling our complicated language,
both spoken and written, facing our intemperate weather, trying our weird food,
negotiating our health service, learning about finance and, for the children, setting off
to a new school.
“Could we get it right for them and would they adapt and be happy? But there was
much support on offer and a large group of locals longing to help and befriend them in
any way possible.”
The whole process was made much easier by working closely with the specialist team
at Dorset Council, and with advisers from International Care Network, a church-related
charity based in Bournemouth with experience of working alongside refugees and
asylum seekers.
Colin Brady, our Diocesan Social Justice Programme Manager, noted that the approach
taken to welcoming refugees in Shaftesbury was similar to that taken in Warminster
where churches had looked at options for providing homes and support to some of the
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first Syrian families to arrive under the Government’s scheme.
Open meetings had helped to identify people with relevant skills including qualified
English language teachers, and also enabled people to come forward with firm offers of
housing.
Colin said:
“It’s not for everyone, but another way of getting the right kind of housing, which does
need to be a family home with access to local services and schools, was that taken by
the Safe Haven group that grew out of open meetings in Wimborne Minster.
“42 people committed their own money to invest in a house that would be leased to
International Care Network for five years. The property would then be sold and the
funds returned to the initial investors.
“It took a bit of work to sort out the legalities but it was done, and it resulted in this
amazing outcome that has been both interfaith and international.”
Donations of money and clothing are also appreciated. A massive effort is underway
to ensure that in-kind donations including new footwear, sleeping bags, and tents, will
get to the people who need it.
And some of those currently being supported by International Care Network had an
outing last week, visiting our Cathedral and Magna Carta.
Colin adds:
“But right now, if we are to play our part in welcoming refugees from the Ukraine,
just as the people of Dorset and Wiltshire have cared for refugees in the past, like the
Syrians and Afghans but also the Ugandan Asians and Vietnamese refugees who fled
previous conflicts, then we need to tap into creativity and local generosity and identify
houses suitable for families.
“I would love to facilitate local meetings if people are interested in exploring more and
hearing directly from the people who have been involved in this work.”
© 2022 Diocese of Salisbury
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READ EASY NEEDS YOU!

Could you help local adults to learn to read? Read Easy Blackmore Vale North is looking
for a Coordinator and Secretary to join their team of volunteers.
We are affiliated with the national charity, Read Easy UK, and we provide free one-toone reading coaching for adults. Our group covers Gillingham, Mere, Shaftesbury,
Wincanton, Sherborne, Sturminster Newton and surrounding villages.
We are looking for a volunteer to cover Gillingham, Wincanton and Mere as part of a
team of three coordinators. The Coordinator role is central to the running of our group
as the first point of contact for adults who want to learn to read. You will be responsible
for matching the Reader with a suitable volunteer Reading Coach and then providing
each pair with ongoing support throughout their reading journey.
If you have excellent people skills and can contribute between 8 and 10 hours a week
to the role, we’d love to hear from you.
In return we can offer full training, a supportive team, the covering of reasonable
expenses and an incredible feel-good factor about the impact you make.
We are also looking for a Secretary to join our Management Team. Maybe you have
excellent organisational skills and can help us arrange meetings, take minutes and keep
files?
For an informal chat about these roles or information about how to apply, please
contact Murray Walker at blackmorevalenorth@readeasy.org.uk or telephone him
on 01747 822500. You will also find information on the Read Easy UK website.
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To celebrate this month’s very special occasion here are a
few “royal” questions to test you
1. In addition to Charlotte which other names does Princess Charlotte have?
2. Which King and Queen, famously played by Richard Burton and Katherine
Hepburn, were portrayed in the Oscar winning film “The Lion in Winter”?
3. Who was the last member of the House of Hanover to rule the UK?
4. Which Royal was born on a kitchen table in Corfu in 1921?
5. Who was the only Portuguese princess to be Queen of England?
6. Who, to date, has been the longest reigning monarch in the world?
7. Which English King married the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of
Spain?
8. Who attempted to steal the Crown Jewels from the Tower of London in
1671?
9. In addition to Elizabeth which other names does the Queen have?
10. Before his accession which English King commissioned the building of
Brighton Pavilion?
11. Which English king died from eating a surfeit of lampreys?
12. Which English king was forced to sign Magna Carta?
13. Whose reign does Benjamin Britten’s opera “Gloriana” celebrate?
14.

Of which English king was it written “He nothing common did or mean
upon that memorable scene”?

15. Who was the only British monarch of the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha?
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The Shaftesbury Committee
since 1952

Annual Street Collection
On June 25th you will find volunteers along the length of the High Street collecting
to support the work of the Society. If you would like to join us in this for an hour (or
two) between 9am and 5pm please call John Massink on 07933 992389 or e-mail
shaftesburycsoc@yahoo.com by June 8th.
Direct Debit option
Would you like to give by direct debit – even £1 or £2 each month? Please contact
John, as above, if you wish to do so or have any questions. Our thanks to all volunteers,
supporters and donors.
Crochet Corner
We are very grateful to Andie Blows and Rosemary Saxey and all the helpers for
organising the Crochet Corner Coffee Morning on May 4th in a beautiful garden and
raising about £150 for the Children’s Society on such a sunny day.
What is the Children’s Society?
The Children’s Society is a national charity working to transform the hopes and
happiness of young people facing abuse, neglect, and exploitation. We support them
through their most serious life challenges, and we campaign tirelessly for the big social
changes that will improve the lives of those who need hope most. We’ve been doing
this for 140 years and we won’t stop until we’ve built a society where hope is alive in
every child.
From our research, we know that 3 in 10 children are currently living in poverty*, 1
in 6 children are likely to have a mental health condition, 4,000 teenagers are being
criminally exploited in London alone and 144 children go missing or run away each day
in the UK. Enough is enough. Society has failed children for too long.
As a charity, we run 81 direct services and 6 national programmes. We worked with
11,513 young people last year and 84% of them said their lives improved after working
with us. In 2021, after 7 years of campaigning, we changed the law to make sure that
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there is a price cap on all school uniforms. This will positively impact over 8 million
children across the country.
In the South-West, we have a Prevention Programme that works with professionals and
the public to help them spot the signs of child exploitation. We also have Checkpoint, a
service based in Torbay that has been working directly with children and young people
for over 20 years across Devon and also our National Young Carers program based in
Colden Common, Hampshire, who run the country’s only young carers festival.
If you’d like to know the issues facing children and young people in our Local Authority,
please visit https://data.childrenssociety.org.uk/ and enter a Shaftesbury postcode.
*Child poverty is defined as lacking ‘the resources to obtain the types of diets,
participate in the activities, and have the living conditions and amenities that are
customary... in the societies to which they belong’

A priest and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at
the Pearly Gates waiting for them. ‘Come with me,’ said St. Peter to the taxi
driver. The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St Peter to a mansion.
It had everything you could imagine from a bowling alley to an Olympic
size pool. ‘Oh my word, thank you,’ said the taxi driver. Next, St. Peter led
the priest to a rough old shack with a bunk bed and a little old television
set. ‘Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,’ said the priest. ‘Shouldn’t I be
the one who gets the mansion? After all I was a priest, went to church
every day, and preached God’s word.’ ‘Yes, that’s true.’ St Peter rejoined, ‘ But
during your sermons people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone
prayed.’
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Let’s Bring the ‘Zing’ back in to Spring!
Believe it or not, Spring has arrived and with it has begun the game of croquet which
has now joined bowls at the Tisbury Bowls and Croquet Club (TBCC)!
A willing and most effective team of volunteers have substantially improved the green
and the clubhouse for anyone who either wants to learn or wishes to continue playing
bowls or croquet. For those interested in bowls there is a ‘Roll-Up’ starting at 5:30 pm,
every Tuesday and Thursday evening and on 28th May 2022, the Club will participate in
the national “Bowls Big Weekend” between 2:00pm and 5:00pm, details for all of which
can be found on the new TBCC website (www.tisburybowlsandcroquet.com).
Alternatively, the potential exists to pick up the pretty straightforward skills of croquet
which looks as if it will be quite a feature of the Club’s activities this year. Membership
subscriptions are extremely low and include a ‘Try Before You Buy’ option to qualify for
free croquet training, free use of equipment, and the right to book one or more of the
lawns or ‘rinks’. Croquet instruction for members will include opportunities to play a
game according to player’s levels of experience, (be it ‘lots’ or none!).
Becoming a ‘Working’ Member adds another interesting dimension as, in exchange for
discounted subscriptions, ‘Working’ Members participate together in a small amount of
administration and maintenance of the Club’s facilities as may be appropriate to their
interests and ability.
Croquet isn’t difficult to play and with a little bit of practice, the games can become
exciting and very satisfying. Handling the mallets is pretty straightforward and the
knack of hitting one, (or sometimes more) balls should be mastered quickly. At this
point, the real fun begins as even novices gently pick up the tactical skills that make
the difference between playing croquet and actually winning! Croquet really is a great
game for our times. A ‘stress-buster’ that brings together young and old, men and
women, playing as equals in a thoroughly convivial atmosphere with just the right
balance of friendship and competition.
For further details, check the website or contact the Club’s Membership Secretary on
info@tisburybowlsandcroquet.com .
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Let us pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ
who will be ordained in the priesthood this Petertide

