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Leading Article
Founders of English Christianity
More than 200 years after the last Roman legions had left Britain, a tall,
dark stranger stood before the king and chieftains of Northumbria. The historian of
this event, the Venerable Bede, described his awe-inspiring presence. His name was
Paulinus, and he had come to the wild northern kingdom of Northumbria with a
Kentish bride for the king. Thirty years earlier the bride’s father, the ruler of Kent, had
welcomed a band of Roman monks led by Augustine. Augustine’s powers of persuasion
had converted the Kentish king and his nobles to Christianity.
The Northumbrians were enemies of Christianity. Short years before they had
slaughtered hundreds of its priests. Yet they listened in silence to Paulinus. He spoke of
a God who had made mankind in his own image, and had so loved his creation that he
had sent His Son as saviour to teach and to give His life. Not only had He died forgiving
those who had put Him to death, but his body had vanished from the tomb, and He
had appeared to those who loved Him, risen from the grave.
The story of Christ’s courage appealed to the Northumbrians. Other virtues –
love not hate, gentleness not force, mercy not vengeance – would have startled them.
Yet when Paulinus finished, an old counsellor spoke:
The life of man, O king, is like a sparrow’s flight through a bright hall when he
sits at meat in winter.... The sparrow flies in at one door and stays for a moment
in the light and heat, and then, flying out of the other, vanishes into the wintry
darkness. So stays for a moment the life of man, but what it is before and what
after, we know not. If this new teaching can tell us, let us follow it.
The Northumbrians crowded round Paulinus and the high priest was the first to cast his
spear at the idols they had worshipped. Afterwards they were baptised in hundreds.
The story of Paulinus shows that faith and courage were necessary to convert
a heathen nation. Those who did so – Augustine, Oswald, Cuthbert, Aidan, Hilda –
had these qualities as well as the learning to explain the new faith. Despite Paulinus’s
success, the work of conversion tested those who followed him and cost the life of
more than one Christian king. The gulf between the Anglo-Saxon tribesmen’s world
and Christ’s religion of love and humility was not easily overcome.
Columba (521-597) was one who did so. From his native Ireland, he sailed
in a small boat with twelve friends to Iona in the western islands of Scotland. Here
he founded a monastery, which became famous for its writing and illuminating
of beautiful books and its Christian teaching. It was left derelict following the
Reformation, but to-day it is again a centre of Christianity following its re-founding
in 1938 by the Revd George Macleod. The modern Iona community offers spiritual
retreats for the renewal of young priests working in inner cities.
Aidan (died 651), another founder of English Christianity, was sent from Iona to
Northumbria at the request of King Oswald. He built a wooden church and huts at
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Lindisfarne on Holy Island and founded a school. He worked with Oswald, walking the
countryside, talking to everyone he met, founding churches. The king was killed in a
fierce battle against the heathen Mercians, but Aidan and his disciples continued their
work.
Cuthbert (c.634-687) was a Lowland Scot who left his work as a shepherd
to follow his calling as a monk. Both his prayer and his learning marked him out. He
undertook long missionary journeys, teaching and administering the sacraments in
Scottish villages. As prior of Lindisfarne, he reconciled the monks there to the church of
Rome’s customs rather than those of the Celtic church.
It was at the Synod of Whitby (664) that the presiding King of Northumbria
voted for adopting practices of the Church of Rome, whence Augustine and others
had come, rather than those of the Celtic church. Smiling, the King said he voted in
favour of St Peter lest, when he came to the gates of heaven, there should be no one to
open them. Wilfred, a Northumbrian abbot who had converted the people of Sussex,
spoke compellingly for this step. The Pope sent as Archbishop of Canterbury Theodore
of Tarsus, whose ceaseless missionary travels throughout England brought a unity to
the church. Among those on the side of Celtic practice had been Hilda (c.614-680),
Northumbrian princess and head of Whitby Abbey, who trained many early bishops
and set the first Christian poet in England, Caedmon, to sing the wonders of creation.
Bede (673-735) has a special place in the history of the English church. His
Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation tells the story of the conversion described
above. His faith still speaks to us in what he wrote.
Do these stories of long ago matter? They tell of the beginnings of the
Christian faith in England, just as the Gospels testify to its origins in Christ’s life in
Palestine. The Lindisfarne Gospels in the British Museum, written on Holy Island ‘for
God and St Cuthbert’, is living evidence. As a memorial to these men, Durham cathedral
stands on a bluff above the river Wear, the most impressive spot of any English
cathedral. Behind the high altar is the shrine of St Cuthbert, a centre of pilgrimage for
centuries. In the Galilee porch at the cathedral’s west end is the tomb of Bede. Wall
paintings here of a king and a bishop are usually identified as Oswald and Cuthbert.
The mighty arches and pillars of the cathedral, although of a later age, testify to the
foundations these early missionaries laid. Their courage and faith remain an example to
modern Christians.
Rodney Atwood
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To advertise in this magazine
please contact the Team Office on
01747 853060 or email: office@
ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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Letter from Rt Revd Stephen Lake, Bishop of Salisbury

What is really important?
I first learnt that I was on the long-list for Bishop of Salisbury in July 2021. It has been a
long year for me; a long year for all of us as so much has changed as we have emerged
out of the pandemic and into an economic crisis, with leadership and integrity in
question and, sadly, war in Europe.
I wonder, why are we surprised? Out of the most difficult of circumstances come
problems, conflicts, shortages and challenges. We learn more about ourselves. We learn
more about reality and about the human condition.
And yet, we also learn that we have the power to provide vaccinations, we have the
power to fund recovery, we have the power to change our communities, we even have
the power to blunt aggression. Its’s all about choices.
What a powerful thing to have choice. So many people in our world do not have that.
We have choice in the Diocese of Salisbury.
As your Bishop, I am not prepared to preside over petty differences in the name of
choice. We have a privilege, and we need to use it for the common good. It is a shared
responsibility. It is what the Gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to. As someone always said to
me (and they were from this diocese), with privilege, comes responsibility.
We cannot deny in this country that we are privileged. The scandal is when people fall
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through that net. Too many of our brothers and sisters in our society are struggling.
And yet, just look at the poverty and still the glorious witness of our brothers and
sisters in the Sudans. We have much to live up to.
Our sometimes-petty differences give me concern. Whose work are they? When I
received the call to be your Bishop, my first thought (after blind panic) was ‘What is
really important?’
What is really important is our faith. Faith that God in Christ has our back. The only
problem that gets in the way of his love, is when we turn our back on Him in the name
of our own failures.
God is love, and those who live in love, live in God, and God lives in them. 1 John 4.16
Bishop Stephen

ANSWERS TO ROYAL FLUSH QUIZ
1. Elizabeth Diana

10. George IV, when he was Prince Regent

2. Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine

11. Henry I. Historians now believe that
he died from food poisoning.

3. Queen Victoria

12. King John

4. The late Prince Philip

13. Elizabeth I

5. Catherine of Braganza, wife of Charles II

14. Charles I. The poet Andrew Marvell is
referring here to the king’s execution.

6. Louis XIV of France - reigned for 72
years but he did accede to the throne at
the age of six months!

15. Edward VII, as the son of Prince Albert
and Queen Victoria. George V could be
said to have been briefly a monarch of the
House of Saxe Coburg Gotha but it was he
who changed the family name to Windsor
during the First World War I

7. Henry VIII married Catherine of Aragon,
daughter of Ferdinand of Aragon and
Isabella of Castile, who, by their marriage,
united Spain.
8. Captain Blood
9. Alexandra Mary
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St Peter’s
After two long years of lockdown, (mask wearing), isolation from family and friends,
and restrictions on our daily lives, life has slowly returned to normal, and indeed has
recently been a time of celebration for many. However for many others who have been
bereaved life will never be the same. Sarah Hunt has written this poem for those who
have lost a loved one.
May your soul float up to heaven like butterflies on the wing
Like feathers in a breeze that are a fragile thing
Where the angels all around will ever sing melodious hymns
There will be beauty all around, and echoes all resound
May you find comfort, peace and calm in your surroundings all about
Where you will be home without a shadow of a doubt.
Sarah Hunt
The Role of The Sacristan
In church there are many voluntary roles essential to the smooth running of services.
Here Angela Huntley-Hawkins describes the part she plays as sacristan for the midweek communion.
I have been a sacristan at St. Peter’s since July 2021. After unlocking and switching on
the lights, I lay out the order of service sheets and mark the day’s readings in the bible,
placing it on the lectern. I test the microphones and as the congregation start to arrive I
seek a volunteer to read - not always easy!
Then I prepare the altar: - the chalice and paten with the priest’s wafer on it are placed
in the centre covered with a cloth, its colour being dependent on the season in the
church calendar. Then I ensure that the four candles we use are topped up with oil,
carried to the altar and lit.
Finally I prepare a tray to put on the side table. On this there are two small decanters,
one of wine and one of water, and a towel, a box containing communion wafers and a
bowl, jug of water and a towel for the celebrant to wash their hands.
Whilst preparing for the service I check on supplies of wafers, candle oil etc., and
occasionally I visit the Charles Farris company in Mere to replenish stocks - a trip I really
enjoy. After the service I have to make sure everything is put away safely, lights are
dimmed and doors locked. Then I go and enjoy a cup of coffee!
Angela Huntley- Hawkins
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Christian Aid Week
This year `Christian Aid Week’ ran from 15th to 22nd May. Eight brave souls from
St.Peter’s distributed envelopes to various areas of Shaftesbury, which had previously
been agreed with the Christian Committee (an ecumenical group in Shaftesbury) and
dutifully collected them later in the week. Envelopes were left out at St. Peter’s for our
congregation to use.
£702-22 was collected, some of which was Gift Aided yielding an extra £100-79 for
Christian Aid to collect from the Government Gift Aid Scheme.
Many thanks to you all for helping Christian Aid with a total donation worth
£803-01.
Phoenix Cafe Orchestra :- Tea at The Ritz
One of the highlights of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations was a concert performed
by David Grierson with his 14 strong Phoenix Cafe Orchestra. Playing a repertoire
of 15 light music orchestrations, mainly from the 1920s and 1930s a packed church
was royally entertained! The audience was also treated to tea and delicious cake, and
the collection taken at the end of the performance raised around £700, half of which
was forwarded to the orchestra (to buy sheet music) with the other half donated to
St.Peter’s.

TEAM NEWS
The collection at the Team Service at St James on the last Sunday of May amounted
to £225.90. With the addition of Gift Aid this allowed £327.28 to be transferred to the
Disasters Emergency Committee for Ukraine.
John Hunt
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Events in July and August
Wednesday 6 July Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon.
Foodie Raffle.
Tuesday 12 July – Thanksgiving Service for Mrs. Gabriele Mackay
2.00pm. All Welcome
Saturday 17 July – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon
As well as chat the opportunity to share the fun of knitting and needlecraft with others.
Got stuck on a project? Barbara and Helen will be happy to help. We also have wool and
needles if anyone wants to ‘have a go’.
Fair Trade Stall. Coffee/Tea £2.00. Free Raffle.
Saturday 23 July – Wedding of Dougie and Issy in St. John’s.
12noon. We wish the young couple every blessing for the future.
Wednesday 3 August – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon.
Foodie Raffle.
Saturday 20 August – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon. Chat with needles and knitting.
Fair Trade Stall.
Coffee/Tea £2.00.
Free Raffle.
LOOKING BACK
Saturday 4 June – Community Lunch in the Church Hall. Rev. Donna joined us in
sharing a splendid Lunch prepared and served by Jean Parker and Elaine WynnMackenzie. Please see Page 12 for photograph.
Sunday 5 June – Parish Communion
Sam, Holly and Daisy Skey brought their special brand of music to our service.
Saturday 12 June –The Wedding of David and Vicky Armishaw
Transferred at the last moment because of the floor replacement at St. Mary’s,
Motcombe. It was a joy to welcome David and Vicky and their children, Arthur and
Emelia, with the Baptism of Emelia to make the day extra special.
Sunday 26 June – a Special Morning Prayer Service
Canon Amiel Osmaston is a direct descendant of the Weir Family who are
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commemorated in St. John’s and on the Enmore Green War Memorial. Canon
Amiel gave a fascinating Talk about the Weir Family and an illustrated Information
Sheet about the Weir pulpit and the various Coats of Arms.
Congratulations to St. John’s Deputy Church Warden – Jo Churchill OBE – who
was made a Freeman of Shaftesbury on the 8th June. (Ed)

St John’s Jubilee Lunch
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Felix Campbell Tree and Grounds
Maintenance
Tree Felling, Hedge Cutting
Mowing
Strimming, Pressure washing
Leaf blowing
07472 402500
Felixcampbell124@gmail.com
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Foot Care in your home
Nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

Please call us on - 07484 855 370
Email - fionabill_footcare@btinternet.com
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas
10th July

11.15am		

Matins

24th July

11.15am		

Parish Communion

14th August

11.15am		

Matins

28th August

11.15am		

Parish Communion

Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group held a weekend of celebration of the
Platinum Jubilee. On Thursday night over 50 people watched as the Beacon was lit
on Melbury Hill as part of the national beacon chain. On Saturday a fiercely contested
Rounders match at Manor Farm was followed by afternoon tea and cake. The evening
brought drinks and dancing in the Village Hall to 1950s music, everyone dressed in red,
white and blue or 1950s dress.
On Sunday 37 people gathered for the Church service, led by Rodney, to celebrate the
life of Queen Elizabeth II. He gave a fascinating talk on the early influences on the young
Princess Elizabeth, mainly that of her father George VI, which prepared her for a life of
service. We were told that every day began with family high jinks and the Queen Mother
was quoted as saying: “As a family we enjoy everything and have the saving gift of laughter
that lightens any burden” The service ended with three verses of God Save the Queen. The
collection of £160 was donated to the Mothers’ Union, one of the charities of which the
Queen is patron.. In their thanks they said that every contribution makes a difference to
their many projects and programmes supporting peopkle around the world.
After this was the Big Jubilee Lunch, a bring-your-own occasion for 85 people, all
presented with a glass of fizz on arrival. The hall was decked with Union Jacks, red, white
and blue streamers and filled with the noise of clinking champagne glasses and jolly
chatter.
Thanks to the Millennium Group Committee for their commitment, artistic flair,
determination and huge amount of community spirit in making the weekend so special.
St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society held a Jumble and Plant Sale on Saturday 21st
May. It was very successful and raised £1164 for maintaining the fabric of the church.
Some came from far afield to pick up a bargain, but local people also came to enjoy
coffee and home made cake and to chat with friends. Thanks go to all those people who
helped with this event and to those who supported it.
Turning to the future:
The Pet Service will be at 11.15am on Sunday 10th July. The speaker will be John
Bradshaw from Guide Dogs for the Blind, who has a Guide Dog himself. We hope the
service will be outside and many people will come with their pets.
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Services for the Shaftesbury Team Ministry – July 2022
3rd July

10th July

17th July

24th July

3rd Sunday after
Trinity

4th Sunday after
Trinity

5th Sunday after
Trinity

6th Sunday after
Trinity

St Peter’s

9:30am
All-Age Worship

9:30am
Parish Communion

9:30am
Parish Communion

9:30am
Parish Communion

St James’

9:30am
Parish Communion

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

9:30am
Parish Communion

6.00pm
Reflective Evening
Communion

St John’s
Enmore Green

11:15am
Parish Communion

11:15am
Morning Prayer

11:15am
Morning Worship

11:15am
Morning Prayer

St Mary’s
Motcombe

6:00pm
Evening BCP
Communion

9:30am
Parish Communion

6.00pm
Evening Worship

9:30am
Parish Communion

St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

11:15am
Parish Communion
11:15am
Pet Service

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas
St Margaret’s
Margaret Marsh
St Luke’s
The Orchards

11:15am
Parish Communion

11:15am
Matins
11:15am
Parish Communion

The government have suspended all remaining Covid restrictions but are continuing to advise
caution. For the safety of everyone in our churches, especially the elderly or vulnerable, we
would ask that if you have Covid, or any Covid-like symptoms, please remain at home.
Please check with your church regarding Covid safety guidance still in place and observe any
measures they are requesting so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible.
Thank you.
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WALKING THE ST EDWARD’S WAY FOR CHRISTIAN AID
As you all know, fundraising over the last two years has been severely restricted and
in an effort to redress the balance, two members of the Shaftesbury Christian Aid
committee, Anne Wilkins and Margaret Forsyth will be walking the St Edward’s Way
from Wareham to Shaftesbury this summer.
Margaret and Anne will be walking the 30 miles over three Wednesdays, beginning
on July 13th. If you would like to sponsor them, please fill in the sponsorship form
in your church, or make a pledge online at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
anneandmargaretshaftesburychristianaid
Your support would be a huge encouragement for these two ladies, and deeply
appreciated by all those unknown to us, who will benefit from their brilliant effort.
The following blessing is specially for them to speed them on their way:

May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be
always at your back, may the sun shine warm upon your
face, may the rains fall soft upon your fields, and until
we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His
hand.
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The Wisdom to Let Go
Embracing Autumn

A “Seasons of Sanctuary” Quiet Day
for the season of autumn
led by Barbara Priest
(Licensed Lay Minister in Salisbury Diocese)

Grove Farmhouse, Melbury Abbas SP7 0DE
Saturday 17th September : 10am – 4.00pm
Autumn can seem a
melancholy time as the
natural word retreats for the
dark days of winter. But it
can also be a time to shine
and be fruitful. Come and
explore the rich tapestry of
this beautiful season.
£25.00 per person.

Tea & Coffee provided but please bring a packed lunch.
Numbers are limited so book early
to avoid disappointment.

Contact: barbara@allegro.co.uk or 07717 133899
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in July and August
Sunday 17th July		
Sunday 21st August

11.15am		
11.15am		

Holy Communion with hymns
Holy Communion and Baptism

Every Wednesday

5.30pm-6.30pm Music and Silence

Village Jubilee Party
A huge thank you to everyone who helped to make our village party such a great
success on Jubilee Thursday. People gathered outside the church gates to watch Revd.
Donna unveil our new Jubilee inscription. Donna pulled the string, the flag fell away
from the obelisk and the bells rang out immediately – all exactly as planned. Then
people proceeded to Fanner’s Field, calling in at the village history exhibition as they
passed the church hall.
By three o’clock, there were at least a hundred people in Fanner’s Field. The weather
was perfect (we had the best day of the weekend) and children were enjoying the
bouncy castle, the donkey rides, Splat the Rat and a special Jubilee game involving
pegging up pictures of the Queen. Adults were talking to their neighbours – including
some they had never met before – and bringing cakes to the tea tent. It was the biggest
village event that most of us could remember (and the most cake I’ve ever seen in one
place).
The whole thing was organised jointly by the PCC and the Parish Council and we hope
to organise something similar next year, to bring people together again and celebrate
our village life.
Parish Conversation
On 16th July, we are planning to hold our Parish Conversation about the future of our
church in Compton. Invitations will go out to every house in the village, inviting people
to come and talk about what kind of church they would like to see in the village. If you
live in Compton Abbas or Twyford, please come along to tell us what you think and
share ideas with other people. If you’re a member of another church, please pray that
the discussion will go well and that we will be open to new ideas and new ways of
being the church in our parish.
Village History
Our Jubilee exhibition of village history was large and varied. It included a display
about pictures of the village painted by Gilbert Spencer (Stanley Spencer’s brother) in
the 1930s and memorabilia from past anniversaries, including Compton’s celebration of
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the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. To mark that Jubilee, a local potter made a ceramic crown
for every single person in the village (approximately 250 people) and we were lucky
enough to have two of them in the exhibition.
But maybe the star exhibit was the huge Glyn Sale map, with its accompanying
catalogue. In 1919, most of the village was sold off in lots, and people enjoyed spotting
their own houses on the map and looking up the description in the catalogue. We are
all grateful to Denise Parsons, who takes care of these items and the rest of the village
archive. If you have any old pictures of the village, or interesting original documents
about village history, do get in touch with her (01747 811423 stephenparsons111@
btinternet.com )

SHAFTESBURY REFUGEE GROUP
We have four Ukrainians moving from a remote house in south Wilts to come into
Shaftesbury. Their accommodation is sorted thanks to local generosity and more or less
furnished as well.
What we need as a matter of urgency are four decent single beds! If you can source
such an item, that would be brilliant.
Can you please get in touch with the chair of the Shaftesbury Refugee Group Carolyn
Godfrey if you can help lamichelle66@gmail.com And have a look at our website which
is going to be launched to a greater world next week which is Refugee Week with the
theme of healing. www.shaftesburyrefugeegroup.org
Sara Jacson
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St Mary’s, Motcombe
Change of Venue for Worship
At last the building work at the back of the church has started and tons of rubble from
the floor have been removed with diggers and hard work. Then mountains of limecrete
has been mixed and applied. Finally the Portland Stone will be laid. In the meantime,
we are happily holding services in the Clock Hall until around 8th July.
We all had great Jubilee celebrations starting off on the Thursday with our bells being
rung in sync with St Paul’s Cathedral’s and thousands of other parishes around the UK.
(See below)

Motcombe Primary School had a lovely week of Jubilee celebrations before half term
including a street party Jubilee themed lunch and traditional games.
We also held the Great Motcombe Jubilee Bake Off with prizes being awarded to the
’Star Baker’ in each class! There were some beautiful cakes which were sold at the end
of the day, with a fantastic amount raised for the Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal and
Macmillan Cancer Support. Thank you to Liz Pocock and Claire Hemming for judging
the competition!
There were so many cakes we were able to donate enough for all of the residents at
Motcombe Grange to enjoy for afternoon tea the following day!
Well done to all the children and families!
Our Village Fete attracted a huge crowd and the sun shone! Our church stall, Guess
the birthday of George, the Teddy, raised a useful sum and we all had a great time.
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Our Parish picnic the following day wasn’t so well attended (weather grey and perhaps
too good a party after the fete) but rounded off a memorable Platinum Jubilee.
Saturday July 2nd 2022 from 6-8pm
Everyone is invited to ‘Drinks in the Garden’, by kind permission of David and Katie
Scully, on Saturday July 2nd from 6-8 pm at Kilfeacle, Church Road. Tickets £10 from the
Village Shop to include a glass of bubbly and nibbles. All proceeds towards the Church
Floor appeal.
From the Registers
Baptism
1st May 2022 - Louie Perrett
Wedding
14th May 2022 - Ben Ollington and Laura Cook
Funeral
4th May 2022 - Bridget Shaw
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
Fundraiser
Christmas Bazaar at St Margaret’s early December Gifts, Cakes and Christmas treats,
Raffle and Refreshments.
Tea and Chat
We held our last Tea and Chat at Manor Meadow, West Orchard on 15th June. Margaret
Marsh will host in July. Venue TBC. Usual time of 2.30 to 3.30pm. Please come and join
us to catch up with each other over cake, biscuits and a cuppa.
Ringing for the Platinum Jubilee at St Margaret’s Margaret Marsh
On Sunday 5th June we were lucky in being able to assemble a band of five ringers to
ring all five bells at Margaret Marsh to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of H.M. Queen
Elizabeth II.
The ringers were Judith Williamson (Guild President), Len Roberts (Branch Chairman),
John and Jenny Parker (Shaftesbury) and Caroline Owen (Compton Abbas)
Len Roberts.
Special Services
Team Barn Service 31st July at Newhouse Farm Margaret Marsh.
Harvest Festival 2nd October at St Lukes West Orchard at 11.15am
Remember to bring your gifts which will be auctioned after the service.
We will decorate the church on 1st October from 10.30 in the morning
Please note the date is the first Sunday (no Service at Margaret Marsh that day)
Regular Services
at St Margaret’s
First Sunday of the month 11.15am Parish Communion (BCP)/ Morning Prayer
at St Luke’s
Second Sunday of the month 11.15am Morning Prayer/Communion
These services alternate monthly. Please check your Notice Boards or contact a Church
Warden.
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The Mere Branch Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers
Ringers are needed at all bell towers within the Shaftesbury Team Ministry
WHY LEARN TO RING?
- A lifelong learning experience
- A global group of friends
- You help maintain a traditional skill
- A service to the church
- A great team activity and also a physical and mental workout
- An opportunity to visit amazing places
COULD I LEARN TO RING?
Ringing is well within the capabilities of most people. Initial teaching takes a few weeks
after which the learner can begin to ring with the rest of the band. Most ringers practice
weekly and ring for church on Sundays (it is not necessary to be a church-goer to be a
ringer). Ringers come from all walks of life and range in age from 8 to 80 plus! Some
consider their ringing to be their contribution to church life – others do it for the pure
pleasure it brings.
TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT:
Judith: 01747 852036
Len: 01747 838793 email: leninkington@outlook.com
Michael: 01258 471647 email: merebranchbellringing@btinternet.com
Len Roberts
Mere Branch Chairman
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TEAM NEWS

The Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show
We will be there – Same Place – Same Time.
In 2021 we moved to a new section of the Showground; it gave us more space so we
could fit in more tables and chairs for visitors to rest and have coffee and cake with us.
We need your help with some of the specifics:

•

The use of a small Marquee plus about four Gazebos; joined together they
make a bright and open area. We can collect and return them.

•

And then – a church special – cakes. It’s a long way off but if anyone can
commit to making some cakes and delivering them to St John’s Church,
Enmore Green on Tuesday 16th August we would be enormously grateful.

Each year we give money raised to local and farming charities. Please let us know if you
would like to nominate one.
If you can help with any of the above please contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or
jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
This is an important showcase for all our churches – Displaying What We Are and
What We Do.
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